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COLOSIMO 
SAGA STILL 
DRAGS ON 


Te Simon Colosimo saga continues to drag on and 


*Write to Bruce McAvaney at PO Box Epping, NSW 2129 
Remember, Soccer won the survey for most popular 
football code in thelr recent Net site poll. 


there is no idea when or how this mess will be put to 
an end, 

‘This story has now taken another twist with the chance of 
compensation for the reckless tackle put on by Andy Cole now 
becoming a realistic chance for the club and the player. 

A prominent law firm was appointed by Carlton, to represent 
Colosimo, who are seeking possible compensation from 
Manchester United over Andy Cole's tackle at Stadium Andy Cole... lucky to get away from the Colosimo 
Australia, The tackle has jeopardized Simon Colosimo's soccer tackle without much punishment. 
career. 

Legal firm Slater and Gordon, regarded as one of the country's 
best advocates, is considering legal action against Manchester 


CONFED CUP 
KICKS OFF 


he Confederations Cup has began in Mexico with 


Copa America champions Brazil teaching former Cariton was obviously disgusted by the tackle especialy a i 


was only a friendly game, but a tackle which has ended up 


masters Germany a lesson, smashing them 4-0. 
For all the latest news on the Confederations Cup, 


turn to page 20. 


United and star striker Cole. 
‘The young Carlton star has been ruled out for a minimum of 
six months with damaged knee ligaments. 
Colosimo required a complete knee reconstruction following 
the challenge put on him by Andy 


benching one ofthe nations most promising players. 
Colosimo was due to begin tris in Europe next month but 
now it looks as though this season in Europe for Colosimo is no 
longer a reality. 

Only a matter of weeks before the United game, Colosimo 
‘was in Greece impressing two of the 


Cole during the recent tour of [i 
Australia, 5 
Carlton approached the law firm 
after a number of international 
lawyers contacted the club saying 
they were interested in representing 

the player and the chib. 

‘Although why wouldn't there be 
a host of lawyers lining up for the 
chance to get at United? 

United are the most successful 
and the richest club in the world and } 
the amount of money that United } 
stand to lose should this case go 
through will surely lead into the 
millions b 

Solicitor Peter Gordon however 
was sceptical about whether he 
would take the case saying that he 
would firstly take a better look at 
the incident before making a 
decision on whether to take the 
case. 

With the firms own reputation at /¥ 


‘countries top club sides. 
| — United have issued a statement 
saying that the player and the club 
| are extremely upset, but the sad part 
is the damage has been done. 
| The club released a message on 
| behave of the player saying that he 
was sorry for what happened and 
‘| wished the player a speedy recovery 
although we haven’t heard it coming 
from Cole himself, 

Andy has sent a private message 
to Simon together with his best 
wishes for a speedy recovery," it 
said. 

But in a twist of events, Colosimo 
said that he had not recieved any 
message from Cole. 

Colosimo underwent surgery on 
}) the weekend, and while Colosimo 
suffers, Cole pockets a cool pay 
cheque each week. Is there any 
justice in this world, well in this 


case, NO. 


The Milan masters, former coach Sacchi(l) and club president Berlusconi(r) at the 
unveiling of the new AC Milan side. For more news on what went on, turn to page 23. 


risk, the case does hold for a rocky 
road all involved. 


Simon Colosimo... future in doubt 
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Australian News 


a, 


Mehmet Durakovic... his future at 
Sydney Olympic is in serious doubt. 


as to what is really happening 
with Durakovic, the coach dis- 
pelled all uncertainties on the 
player’s future with Olympic stat- 
ing, “no, it’s not true.” 

“Mehmet still has another one 
year.on his contract to serve at 
Olympic.” E 

Culina went on to conclude: 
“Don’t believe everything that 
you hear that is 

being banded around 


DURAKOVIC SHOCK FOR 
OLYMPIC 


‘The Durakovic family suddenly flew 
‘out of Sydney bound for Melbourne last 
Saturday. 

It is understood that the quality 
defender’s father, who resides in 
Melbourne, is ill which has understand- 
ably strongly influenced the Olympic 
sweeper to shift bis family back to 
Melbourne immediately. 

Durakovic returned to Australia to 

Melbourne from a five year 
playing stint in the 


NORTHERN SPIRIT FOOTBALL CLUB 
NORTHERN ZONE 


about Durakovic.” Malaysian National 
‘ehmet Durakovic, the former Despite Culins’a Soccer League with ille- Hornsby — ly-Wareit —eetreiet ror 
Australian international player, assurances on the star giant club side, Gladesville: Hoenshy — Manly tenet Leariveed es Beans 
threw his Ericson League club, Olympic __ sweeper Selangor. Associations 
Bee ee a eer ep pa euelnins in Si sae¥: ae tt Setar } Northern Spirit invites coaches to apply for the following positions 
week. re a : Bi 
Soft circulating in Sydney was offices of the Real Estae Manchester United of for the 1999/2000 Youth ee ee out of Christie Park, 
that Durakovic was about to part company agency that is handling Asian soccer with i 
with his Sydney club in order to retarnto the lease of the home crowds of 85,000 Under 11s, Under 12s, Under 13s, Under 14s, 


his home state of Victoria. 3 
However on the weekend when ABSW 
confronted Olympic coach, Branko Culina 


Drummoyne appartment 
where Durakovic resides with his wife, 
‘Zumretta and his two daughters, 


Aussie duo 
move to 


APAN 


tephen Laybutt is to join the ever increasing list of 

‘Aussies moving abroad after struggling J-League 

‘club Bellmare Hiratsuka announced that they had 
signed the Australian defender for the remainder of the 
Japanese season. 

‘The 21-year-old shot to prominace over the past two 
weeks with two fantastic performances for the Socceroos 
‘against Manchester United. 

‘The former Brisbane Strikers defender who is also an inte- 
gral part of the Australian Olyroo side, is curently with his 
ew team in Japan and is now only waiting upon his medical 
before be can commence his carrer at the club. 

The defender was one of Australia’s best players during the 
recent tour by Manchester United as he rose above all expec 
tations fo show that the youngster has come of age as he kept 
United's deadly strikeforce at bay and he certainly did not 
allow his more popular opponentsto intimidate him. 

Laybutt however is not the only Australian who is leaving 
‘oar shores as the young defender will be joined by his former 
teammate at the Brisbane strikers, Chay Hews, who is also 
making his way over to Japan to play for Bellmare, 

‘This is is a huge step in the career of Laybutt and it means 
that yet another member of our strong Olyroo squad for next 
years Olympics will be playing at a tough and competitive 
evel in preperartion for next years Olympics. 


All does 


Olyroos in 
their Olympic 
quest. 

From all at 
ABSW we 
wish both 
Stephen and 


Stephen Laybutt joins the growing (uCasamny 
list of Aussies playing abroad. Japan. 


to most home games. 
‘The well respected Durakovic was 
bestowed with the honor of becoming 
the club's only foreign captain after he 


Under 15s, Under 17s 


All Coaches will work under the direction of the Director of 


Much to our surprise, Coaching and our Head Coach. 


the Real Estate agent was given the task as the leader of the icatios : 
informed us that side duringhis stay at the club. 

Durakovic had infact Should Olympic lose the quality ser- Mr G Arnold 
handed his keys to his vices of their star lateral defender for Head Coach 


appartment and terminat- 
ed the lease to return 
home to Melbourne, 


this coming Ericsson Cup season, the 
loss would be most severly missed at 
the club. 


15 Ridge Street, North Sydney 2060 


CLOSING DATE: 2/8/99 
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Latin Ampricen Footbal 


Purchase Champions of the World on 
video in any NSW or QLD @HMY store 
and receive a bonus 6 pack of Brahma. 
While stocks tact! 
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Australian News 


Andrew Durante... our prayers go out to him to make 


a@ speedy recovery. 


omething that has come as a shock to many 

people in the sporting world here in Australia 

has been the recent shooting of a 17 year old 
Dey at a trial game in Sydney’s inner west. 

On Sunday 25th, UTS Olympic held their annual 2nd 
Grade Trials for the up and coming Ericcson Cup 
Season. 

What started as a vigorous and skilful match, ended 
in a brutal and violent encounter that shocked many 
people that were present at Mahoney Park in 
Marrickville. 

Tt was about 12.00pm, a game was being played as 
always, fast, tough, furious, trials being that sought of 
way. Many people were watching this match, parents, 
little kids, and some players who had been rested for this 
match, 

As the game progressed, 17-year-old promising 
defensive midfielder Andrew Durante was struck below 
the chest with a bullet, which was believed to have been 
from a rifle. 

‘The game stopped automatically, as many bystanders 

and worried parents gathered their kids together in a plot 
to stick together. 


Vidmar goes home 


‘occeroo Aurelio Vidmar has come back home to Australia to play 
with Adelaide City, his former National League club side, Vidmar 
returns to the club after eight years overseas playing in Belgium, 


Holland, Spain, Switzerland and Japan. 


It was believed that this is not the first time, 
this incident has occurred on the outskirts of 
Mahoney Park. Earlier, about 10.30 that day, 
there were sounds of gun shots at the golf 
course directly beside Mahoney Park, no one 
‘was injured, but unfortunately it struck the next 
park on a boy who is loved by so many people. 

Many people had mixed emotions after this 
terrible ofdeal happened, players were 
bewildered, parents were scared for the safeness 
| of their children, 

Many people ask the question what has this 
society become? Now it’s not even safe to walk 
"| outside your door and have a game of soccer, 
this in’my mind has triggered signs of 
disgracefulness, 

Those people involved should be ashamed 
for themselves, as what they done was nothing 
but an immoral, vulgar act on a very loved 17 
year old boy, who has his whole life ahead of 
him. 


Interviews were done from various people 
evident at this morose scene, as they felt 
something had to have been said in order to 
outlaw these immoral crimes. 14 year old Nicholas 
Stavroulakis, a member of the Under 14’s of UTS. 
Olympic had this to say. 

“T was standing approximately 3-4 meters away from 
‘Andrew, when suddenly, as he tured to approach his 
dad, a bullet whistled passed me and a few others and 
struck Andrew in the chest. 

“This has defiantly shocked me, and now sparks a 
question that this world is far becoming too brutal. I 
‘wish my best mate a quick recovery.” 

At that time playing on the field, 16 year old Anthony 
Sarmonikas, currently in UTS Olympic Under 16's also 
heard the bullet whistle passed his ear. 

“As I was playing, I heard a bullet whistle pass my 
ar, I for one hope for Andrews’s quick recovery, and 
hope this sought of immoral behavior is stopped. 

‘A very dazed and shocked parent Notis Makris had 
this to say following the shooting, 

“T heard a couple of shots before, but when I saw 
Andrew get hit, I was just placed in a shock, and now 
I'm wondering how lucky some of us are, including my 
Son, who was next to Andrew, did not get shot. I hope 
Andrew gets well and we will see him back in the 2nd 
grade team”. 

Manager of UTS Olympic, Chris Bouzanis was the 


Standard Liege. 


Following that, he had disappointing spells with Feyenoord in 


Holland and Spanish club Tenerife. 


is this the end of the road for one of the 
nations best players? 


and class over the field. 


whether he will be playing on or not. 


Newcastle Breakers. 


Division, 


one who rang up the ambulance and police as soon as 
this terrible ordeal happened. 

“As soon as I saw Andrew get it, T quickly rang the 
Police and Ambulance to assist this very loved boy, who 
is well known to the club as being a great player. I wish 
‘Andrew the best of luck.” 

The man at the reigns of UTS Olympic 2nd grade is 
none other than the ever ready coach himself Peter 
Papanikitas. 7 

“Out of all the years I have been coaching, there has 
never been an incident in which this has occurred to 
me,” said Papanikitas 

“Tt just goes to show how immoral kids have become 
these days. I wish for Andrew's safeness and hope to see 
him back on the park where he belongs. 

“He is a talented and most loved person, and 
hopefully we sce Andrew’s eveready presence on the 
pitch again.” 


SOCCER PLAYER SHOT 
IN SYDNEY LOCAL PARK 


We all just hope these mindless people get caught in 
the act, and teach them a lesson or two on how to 
respect human kind. 

Life is a very precious gift, and for some sick people, 
who think shooting is a game,who almostwent out and 
ended a promising 17 year old boy's life, then T hope 
they get locked up for life. 

It's not good for the game, it’s not good for human 
society and the future does not look good with senseless 
hugs like those at question, patrolling our streets, 

Thankfully, Andrew is recovering well from this 
incident which no doubt will be evident in his mind for 
the rest of his many wonderful years. 

Andrew was rushed to Prince Alfred Hospital in 
Newtown, and had a special operation, luckily the bullet 
‘swayed to the'left under his right side. 

Now, " Durante”, known to his mates is resting easily 
‘and no doubt wondering when the next trials are on, as 


He enjoyed considerable success in Europe, particularly in 
Belgium when he won the award for the top goalscorer whilst with 


‘Vidmar played for the Socceroos in their past three games over 
the last month and was one of the best players showing leadership 


Vidmar isn't the only new face to be joining City, The club also 
‘announced the capture of Olyroo Ivan Zelie from Canberra Cosmos, 

Zelic, who South Melbourne also had an interest in, is seen as a 
replacement for veteran sweeper Milan Ivanovic who is not sure 


So far the club has lost three players including David Terminello 
who has joined Carlton and Travis Dodd who is on his way to 


Dino Mennillo has also left City, he'll join new club Auckland 
Kings in their fit season of top flight football. 

Angelo Costanzo is currently in Scotland trialing with Hibernian, 
who last season won promotion back to the Scottish Premier 


Andrew Durante only moments after the shooting. 


Investigations have started, and the police are trying 
to find out any leads on those responsible for this 
terrible act. 


his dream will be fulfilled in becoming a professional 
soccer player although this dream was only a matter of 
inches of being shattered. 


Aurelio Vidar has gone back to South Australia to play for his former, 
Ericsson Cup club, Adelaide City 
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GOOD OIL ... GOOD OIL ... GOOD OIL 


By John Economos 


up former Northern Spirit 
defender Eddy Bosnar. 

‘The former AIS athlete and Sydney 
2000 Olympic squad member, was 
released by 
Spirits’ player @ 
coach Graham * 

Arnold recently 
and was quickly 
snapped up by 
United’s newly 
appointed coach 
David Ratcliffe. 
Ironically, 
United _ faces 
Northern Spirit in Round 1 in the coming 
season, to be played on October 3 at the 
Sydney United Sports Centre. 

Meanwhile well prior to the new 
Ericsson League season starting, Sydney 
United will travel to China to participate 
in the Heng Shou Tang Cup, the 7th 
Shanghai International Football 
Tournament starting on 17th August 
through to the 24th. 

‘The Sydney team’s first match in this 
Chinese Tournament is on Tuesday 17th 
of August against a Uruguayan first 


¢ yedney United late last week signed 


United’s other two tournament 
opponents are a Japanese side in Game 2 
With the fimal match to be battled against 
the host City, Shanghai. 

Already United has put together a 
package for suj ‘wishing to travel 
with the team in the Club’s historic 
crusade. 


‘The tour package costs $1,600 for a 10 
day stay at Shanghai and Beijing, 
including airfares and accommodation. 

Fans expressing a desire to make the 
inaugural tour into China must contact 
the Sydney United club’s offices this 
week. 


Qvav 


arconi’s Soccer Secretary Frank 

Labbozzetta, flew out of Sydney last 
week heading for Italy, Milan in fact, on an 
urgent mission in an attempt to entice two. 
star players to come to the ‘Palace’. 

“Good Oil’ is not at liberty to say much, 
but for our readers, we can say at this stage 
that one ‘target’ is a former AS Roma 
attacking midfielder that starred for Ttaly in 
the 1990 World Cup finals, 


Frank Labbozzetta... Marconi’ 
Manager of Soccer on a mission. 


The second ‘target’ is a tough midfielder 
and former Inter Milan player, who has been 
strongly recommended to Marconi by 
former AC Milan’s international great, 
Angelo (‘the Detective’) Colombo also a 
former Marconi player. 


OQvov 


nte Juric, Sydney Olympic’s 

‘industrious and lanky goalscoring 
stopper, has recently been over to Croatia 
for trials with two clubs. 

The first club he trailed with was HNK 
Rijeka and this week has been at Croatia 
Zagreb. 

Currently studying for his degree in 


‘Human Resources’, Juric is expected 
back in Sydney this Friday and upon his 
return will make his final decision. 


Ovov 


‘avid Cervinski, the former Carlton 

‘and Melbourne Knights’ goalscoring 
stopper, last week signed up with 
Wollongong Wolves on a two year contract. 

The pony-tailed, 84kg, defender standing 
at 184cms will easily be the Wolves’ biggest 
defender. 

It’s hoped by alll Wolves’ supporters that 
Cervinski’s arrival at Brandon Park will 
also bring them some luck as David has 
played in no less than four Grand Finals 
over the past five seasons. 

At the end of last season, Cervinski left 
Cariton to play for Gombak: in the S-League 
in Singapore. 


Ovov 


ince Grella, Australia’s tough 

tackling defensive midfielder flew 
out of Melbourne for Italy last Friday to 
re-join his lub Empoli. 

The dynamic Grella returned to 
Melbourne for a short break and to play 
for National Coach Raul Blanco’s team 
against the touring treble champions 
Manchester United. 

It was Grella’s sheer tenacity that 
frustrated United’s central midfielder 
Nicky Butt that ultimately saw the 
English midfielder lash out at Grella in 
the second half in the Melbourne battle, 


Vince Grella.,. back to Italy for 
training with Empoli. 


OQvov 


\delaide City last week signed up two 

Australian internationals to bolster 
their squad for the coming Ericsson League 
season. 

‘The ‘Black and Whites’ favourite son and 
Australian World Cup attacking midfielder 
Aurelio Vidmar, has finally returned 
‘home’, and imagine how jubilant coach 
‘Zoran Matic was to see him back in South 
Australia. 

‘Viddy’ had left the Club seven years ago 
to play in Holland, Belgium, Spain and last 
season was in Japan with Eddie ‘Thomson's 
J-League side Hiroshima. 

‘As well, Matic late last week signed up 
Youth international defender and the 
Canberra Cosmos’ skipper, Ivan Zelic on a 
two year contract. 


Qvov 


eorge 
Bouhoutsos, 
sydney Olympic’s 


powerful goal- 
keeper, is sur- 
gj prisingly calling it 
*J a day as far as 
playing in the 
Sy_| Ericsson National 


League. 
The well built 
custodian, despite 


~ George 
Bouhoutsos 


still having another year to serve under 
contract, informed the Club’s 
management that due to business and 
family reasons he’s decided to hang up 
his gloves, despite his relative young age. 

“This news caught the Club by surprise 
and it first appeared to be a big loss to the 
‘Blues’. 

However, last Friday despite a club 
comunique sent out informing the press 
of George’s pending retirement, the 
Olympic goalkeeper was being quoted in 
sections of the Greek media that in fact he 
was not ending his career and that he 
would never leave Olympic and was 
discussing with club management better 
terms on his current contract which still 
hhas one year to run, 

‘All this is most puzzling to us, 

Meanwhile, in other news at Olympic, 
as well as having signed former Northern 

Spirit playmaker 

Gabriel Mendez, 

the Club last week 

snapped up 

Canberra Cosmos’ 

Youth inter- 
| national defender 

Lindsay Wilson. 

The 20 year old 

Lindsay rep: 

sented Australia’s 

Youth team at 

Nigeria in the 

World Youth 
championships played earlier this year. 

Another potential signing is 
expected to be made that of former 
Blacktown City and Canter- 
bury/Marrickville Olympic slender 
striker, Zlatko Arambasic who for 
almost the past six years has been 
playing in Europe, especially in 
Belgium. 

Another prospect is former 
Sydney United oustanding striker, 
Ante Milicic, however the wonderful 
flank player returned to Europe 
recently to complete his contract with 
Dutch first Division side NEC Breda. 

Olympic yesterday (Monday), 
commenced their pre-season 


training. 


Ms Gracie Casserly closely marked by husband Luke. 


European based Australian International 
outbid a high profile Rugby League 
official to buy a luxurious beach front, 
three bedroom home unit, 

The magnificant property based at 
West Esplanade, Manly was knocked 
down at lofty $1.22m. 

(‘Good Oil’ is not at liberty to disclose 
the identy of the Aussie International), 


's Luke Casserly, also known to her 
parents as Gracie the hairdresser, has 
cut out in style to set up her own business. 

The vivacious Gracie, married to 
Northern Spirit's ‘crunchie’ defender Luke 
Casserly, recently opened her brand 
spanking new Unisex Hair Salon in 
Woodpark, in the outer western suburbs of 
Sydney. 

Husband Luke is expected to sport a new 
hair style when the Ericsson National 
League kicks off the first weekend of 
October as Spirit faces United. 


INVITATION TO 
TRIAL 


The Wollongong Wolves invite talented and accomplished soccer 
players born after 1/1/81 to register as a trialist for the 1999/2000 
Wolves Colts and Youth teams, 


Ante Milicic Qvov 


Trials will be held on the first weekend of August, 1999. 


To register contact Christian Zeluis at the Wolves Office on 


& (02) 4226 3988 


LEICHHARDT TIGERS 
SOCCER CLUB 


COACH — ist 
COACHES — Cadet & Super League 2000 


Qvav 


Bs Maloney, Marconi’s high 
scoring midfielder and skipper, 
was recently in Rome, but in reality 
was heading for, would you believe, 
Spain? 

Maloney who last month was voted 
as the Ericsson 
National 
League's 
“Player Of The 
Year’, had also 
taken out his 
own = Club’s. 
trophy for the 
same award. 

Meanwhile, 
another 
Marconi player 
was receatly in 
Europe, the 
tough young 
sweeper of 
defensive midfielder Buddy Farrah. 

Buddy had flown to Denmark to try 
his luck with a first division giant club, 
FC Copenhagen. 

‘The strapping young blond defender 
who had impressed the Danes, arrived 
back in Sydney late last week. ‘Good 
il’ will keep you posted on what 


Proud sponsors of 


Registered No, 12229383 


Leichhardt Tigers Soccer Club is seeking applications from accredited Level 2 
coaches for its 1st Grade position. Coaches without accreditation and who 
intend to be accredited will be considered. 


Brad Maloney 


Coaches also required for the U11, U12, U13, U14, U15 and U16s Cadet and 
Super Youth League positions. 


Applications, accompanied by a written résumé including soccer background, 
are to be forwarded to the Chief Executive Officer, Leichhardt Tigers Soccer 
Club inc to the address shown below by 16 August 1999. 


Leichhardt Tigers is proudly sponsored by 


ONoy, APIA and Barilla Pasta 


occer over the last weekend has 
‘once again outdone Rugby 
League. 

At a Real Estate Auction a 


Postal Address: 
P.O. Box 225 HABERFIELD NSW 2045 
Fax: (02) 9565-2050 


SULY 27 


Australian Features 


Daniel Giorelando 


ydney United came from nowhere 

last year to take the minor premier- 

‘ship as well as the Grand Final, all 
of this against the odds as many pundits 
and soccer writers had written them off. 

Led by former Socceroo David Mitchell, 
the team were inspired by his leadership and 
the players weren’t playing for just the 
‘money cause simply, the club had none to 
offer to the players, but more for their coach 
and thes club. 

‘The inclusion of Parramatta Power how- 
ever began the mass exodus of last years 
United squad. 

‘Coach Mitchell and more than balf of the 
team left once again leaving the club to re- 
build. 

Without a coach, United went in search 
of someone who had experience af the top 
evel, someone capable of success. 

Enter David Ratcliffe, the man who has 
been appointed coach of United, the man 
who will hopefully build up a new squad 
and turn the team into a success story, 
which the clubs last coach achieved. 

Ratcliffe is no stranger to top-flight soc- 
cer. He began his soccer career in Australia 
in 1978, joining Brisbane City on a transfer 
from England's Bradford City. 


Ratcliffe will be looking towards Ante Moric 
to step up this year for United. 


After the moye to Australia, Ratcliffe 
was to become one of the biggest names in 
Australian soccer playing over 300 NSL 
games for St. George, Sydney Olympic and 
‘Wollongong. 

Ratcliffe also put on the green and gold 
Socderoo jersey 55 times during the 1980s, 

Ratcliffe has coached over 200 NSL 
games spanning almost nine seasons 
including a seven year stint at Wollongong 
and an 18 month adventure at Sydney 
Olympic but by far, this is the biggest chal- 
lenge of his career. 

In this exclusive interview, ABSW asked 
the new United coach what he expected 
from the season and how he saw the season 
ahead for United, who will have to start 
from scratch one more time, 


‘ABSW: Thanks for your time and con- 
gratulations on the new job. When were 
you told about your appointment and did 
it come as a bit of a shock? 


Ratcliffe: I was approached about two 
‘weeks ago, this after I hadn’t been coaching 
for 18 months which was the first real break 
T've had since 1978, since I first came to 
‘Australia either as a player or a coach. 


It certaitily got me thinking and the more 
J thought about it the more it appealed to 
me. 


ABSW: Did you take the job because it 
was a chance to get back into the NSL or 
were you missing the week to week action 
following your 18 month break? 


Ratcliffe: 1 sought of recharged by batter- 
ies. I enjoyed the break but I also wanted 10 
get involved again and obvi- 
ously the opportunity is there 
at Sydney United, 


ABSW: What potential can 
you see at the club for the 
next season? 


Ratcliffe: At the moment 
that’s really too difficult to 
say because obviously the 
lub has lost a lot of players 
and they only have six con- 
tracted players from last year. 

Tdon't know much about last years youth 
team but Pll certainly be looking at all those 
players in training, which we start on the 
‘26th, which won't be to far away. 

‘There are a lot of lads out there that 1 
have had contact with, players who haven’t 
been given the opportunity to play at other 
clubs or players from State 
League and I'l certainly be look- 
ing at them and|hoping that three 
or four of them come through, 


ABSW: Have you signed any 
new players for this season? 


Ratcliffe: I have a few people 
in mind but it’s a case of finding, 
the players that we require and 
that they are all in budget. 

We have to balance things 
around and see.what is available 
out there. 

I’m virtually inviting anyone 
along to training and I'll just take 
it from there. 

There is no rush to go signing 
players left right and centre, I 
‘want to have a look first and then. 
want to make sure that I get the 
best I possibly can. 


‘ABSW: What do you expect 
from this coming season 
remembering that the elub bas 
Jost more than half of the play- 
ers that played last season, Is another 
minor premiership possible? 


Rateliffe: Anything is possible, 1 think 
every team starts the season hoping for 
number one but it’s a difficult assignment. 

Our aim is to make the playoffs and any- 
thing else would be a bonus, but I am not 
under any illusions that it won't be a diffi- 
cult year because I know it will be. 

The early games will be a big test for us 
until we can get some of these lads settled in 
and getting them to play the way we want 
them to play although as long as we can 
improve, I'll be satisfied. 


ABSW: The team is off to China in 
mid-August. Can you tell us more about 
the tournament and how serious will you 
be treating the tour? 


Rateliffe: We go to Shanghai and play 
‘one of their best teams as well as one of the 
best from Japan and a team from Columbia. 
Obviously Sydney United were invited 
because we were minor premiers of 
Australia and its unfortunate that the team 
who finished first are not going there, but 


BOCCER cLum 


Fear 1s BAcK 


it’s a chance to see these players. 

Its difficult to assemble a squad so quick- 
ly when normally you have to look at sign- 
ing three or four new players although we 
have to look at signing 13 to 14. 

It's going be a little rushed but it gives 
‘me a chance to get away and get the team 
playing together and seeing what the Inds 
are made of. 


ABSW: Who are you looking towards 
to step up and lead the 
team in this coming sea- 
son? 


Ratcliffe: I think you have 
to look at your more experi- 
enced players. 

T hope Velimir Kupresak 
can continue his great form 
from last season but: who Pll 
be looking towards stepping 

up is Ante Moric. 

Tthink he has all the ability 
in the world but for whatever reason, he 
hhasn’t played to his capability. 

He has certainly played an the Australian 
youth team and Olympic games squad but 
‘Ante had a season in Canberra, which 1 
don't think he particularly enjoyed and last 
season he wasn’t a regular member. 

T think now he is certainly more mature 
than he was and I think he will be someone 
we will look forward to at leading us 
through the season. 


ABSW: It was a big surprise for United 
to finish first and even reach the final. 
What are you putting in place to ensure 
that the club achieves the success that 
they achieved last year? 


Rateliffe: Mitch got the best out of the 
players out there and in the end, South 
Melbourne was probably the best side in the 
feague but United won the minor premier 
ship which was a big thing. 

What happened last year and what's: 
going to happen this year are two different 
things. 

Tt was only three years ago that Brisbane 
won the league and then the next season 
they finished 10th or 11th with virtually the, 
same set of players. 

Everyone starts of the 
same and it's those teams 
that put their best foot for- 
ward and work the hard- 
est that are going to 
achieve glory this season. 


ABSW: Will your 
coaching style be one of | 
all out attack or will you | 
play a more conserva- 
tive formation and catch 
the opposition on the 
break? 


Ratcliffe: I'm going 
play a system that suits 
the players that I have 
available, 

When I was at Sydney Olympic I had set 
ideas on how to play but I had so many 
good attacking players that we played a very 
attacking game. 

Tt depends what we have but last season T 
though United were a very good defensive 
unit, with the likes of Kupresak and keeper 
Cruz, they didn't conceded to many and 


they hit people on the break through the 
likes of Griffiths and Sterjovski. 

At the moment I haven't got any set ideas 
‘on how to play but I'd be an idiot to start 
playing long crosses if have three midgets 
up front and vice versa. 


ABSW: When vill you finalise your 
squad for the upcoming season? 

Ratcliffe: \ think 1 won't finalise a squad 
until the start of the season. The situation 
with other clubs is that all they have to say 
ig I want that player and that player and 
that’s it, they get the two three players that 
are on their shopping list and that’s it, 
whereas I’m in a totally different situation. 

‘Auckland and ourselves are really start 
ing from scratch. It's like being a new side 
ina sense. 


ABSW: Have there been any difficul- 
ties during your short time at the club? 


Ratcliffe: 1 haven't faced any difficulties 
whatsoever, Everyone has been great. 

‘The club president is great and he has 
‘Supported me in everything and I'm sure 
they are going to get everything right and 
they are going to progress. 

But on the park, I have to get everything 
right, and then the club will progress but 
playing wise I have to realise that 1 can't go 
utiand buy the so-called superstars. 


ABSW: What is involved in your con- 
tract at the club? 


Ratcliffe: At the moment it is for just one 
year. Both parties have agreed to that so I'm 
happy. I don’t think the contract matters too 
much. If I'm enjoying it Pll stay but if Tm. 
not enjoying it and they don’t wont me there 
then you just don’t know. 


ABSW; What of South Melbourne’s 
chances in the World Club 
Championship next year? 


Ratcliffe: It really depends who they 
come up against. If it’s Manchester United's 
best 11 or the Brazilian champions with 
their best 11, well then it will be difficult. 

Just for them to be there is a big achieve- 
ment for the club and I know that for Angic, 
he will be very excited about it but they are 
capable of causing anybody problems, 

‘Tt is just that step up from playing at the 
evel we play at home and then to step up to 
the next level which is difficult. 


finishing second in the league. 


‘ABSW: Who will be this year’s danger 
teams in the NSL? 


Ratcliffe: The six who were there last 
year haven't had too many distractions to 
them except for ourselves. Parramatta are 
obviously chasing something and Olympic 
would be and certainly should be challeng- 
ing although you don’t know with so many. 
of the teams. 

‘Alot depends on whether these teams are 
going to be missing a lot of their Olympic 
games players during the season because it 
is going to be a big year for them as Raul 
(Blanco) will be taking them away. 


Last years team at United did better than expected 


Lo 
David Ratcliffe has it all ahead of 
him this season at United. 


There are many teams but you only need 
a couple of key players to get injured at the 
start of the season and then suddenly your 
back is against the wall. 

Trespect all the teams and I expect all the 
games will be as tough as each other 
Decause there is a lot to play for and it was 
‘one of the longest seasons in the leagues 
history. 

Even if you get off to as poor start, there 
are still chances for teams to pick up but if 
someone was to ask me who was to win it, 
T'd say South Melboume. 


‘ABSW: Is the off season too long? 


Rateliffe: Its always been this long and 
unless they can increase the number of 
games to spread the season out, well then 
they are going to face that same problem. 

Now they are competing against the sum- 
mer sports and it is.a difficult situation. 

The Jeagues can’t afford to have 20 odd 
teams and it is not capable to have that 
many as there aren’t enough players 10 20 
around all those teams unless they cut it 
down to 12 to 14 teams and have three 
rounds but it is a problem that has been 
around and one which has never really been 
addressed. 


ABSW: Finally Dave, is there any 
chance of seeing you as the next 
Socceroos coach? 


Rateliffe: 1 think that’s highly unlikely. 
Previously your name was battered around 
like everyone else when Venables got the 
job but I think as coach, locally wise I'd go 
for Farina but the people in charge will 
make their decision. 

Tt would be: nice if the 
problem was sorted out 
because somewhere along 
the lines whoever it is has 
got to start moving in the 
right direction and looking 
H) at the players that should 
be there. 

It is imperative for soc- 
cer to grow in this country 
that we make it to a World 
Cup. 
It’s has happened a 
i+) number of times in the last 
game, that we have failed, 
I played in one against 
Scotland and then was 
‘Argentina although proba- 
bly our best chance ever 
was Iran. 

Not to take anyway from Iran, they aren't 
the best side in the world and we had a qual- 
ity side and even though we hammered 
them for some 55-60 minutes, we sat there 
at half-time saying what day does the World 
Cup start cause it was there for them and in 
the blink of an eye, it was gone. 

The night was sickening but country 
‘wise, soccer needs to get that publicity. 


ABSW: Well Dave thanks for your 
time and good huck in the season ahead. 
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Joeys to play Bahrain in cold Canberra 


occer Australia has decided that Australia’s 
U/I7 World Championship Qualifier against 
Bahrain will be held in Canberra. 


Joe Di lorio 


italeois a reward- 
ene. Only an elite few have fhe skill and 
to-make it to the big time. 
‘Soccer is the most popular sportn the world and 
‘seover was the most popular sport inthe eyes of the 
Jate Peter Petrovski. 
‘Now almost three months on from his tragic 
deatli, the micmory of Peter Petroyski still tives 
strong in all those who knew him or those were 


Ei eel eis auemuah e 
‘soon as possible and this mentality Ted to the young. 
‘Keepers downfall. 

‘During the short years Peter spent with us all, he 
gave all who knew him so much-happiness and joy. 
He was liked by all and was an attractive and well 
mannered boy who had adream, that dream was to 
be-the best goalkeeper Australia had eversecn. 

Peter was hoping:to follow in:the footsteps of his 
idols, which included Argentina's Diego Maradona 
and Mexican goalkeeper, George Campos but 
Peter’s main goal was to represent Australia at the 
2000 Olympics as well’ ns the 2002 World Cup, 


The match, to be played at Bruce Stadium on 
Saturday, August 14, will be a huge event for the 
nation’s capital. 

The new facilities at the stadium are amongst some of 
the best in Australia as the ground has undergone a 
major facelift in preperation for the Sydney 2000 
Olympics. 

This will be the first real big socer game at 
Bruce Stdium which is still yet to be completed. 

‘The capacity of the stadium has been increased to 
seat around 40,000 people, the minimum needed to hold 
‘an Olympic soccer game. 

Tt will also be a test to see how popular soccer in 
Canberra is considering soccer crowds in Canberra have 


allow for some open and attacking play. 

During the Qualifying toumament which was held in 
Fiji, the team scored an amazing 55 goals from only 
cight games, an average of almost seven goals per game. 

Matching this was their tough defence which only 
allowed one goal in for the whole tourmmament, and that 
was in their first game against the hosts. 

All goes well for the Joeys which is the youngest of 
‘our national teams, and should they qualify, will go over 
to New Zealand to contest to the World Cup later rthis 
year. 

Joe Di Torio is a player to Look out for in the future as 
the star striker of the team has showed no mercy in front 


Ly 2 
Wayne Shroj 


‘Australia is expected to easily get past Bahrain 


been starved of success over the past few years. 


Peter was well on 
‘his way to making into 
the top, He progressed: 
form the St. George 
Juniors where he won. 
many player of the 
‘year awards. 

Peter’s first break 
into the big Gme came 
when he represented 
Blacktown City in the 

fouth | 


National Eeagues' 
glamour chibs. From 
this Poter was selected 
for the NSW Institute 
of Sport, 

‘Pherefore it came 
@8 no surprise {0 all 
‘that knew Peter when 
he represented 
Auttralia at the U/16s: 
level when the team toured France in early 1997, 
this before going on the represent the National O/17 
team, the Joeys. 

In 1997, Peter was-given the chance to fulfil 

‘his life tony dieam of experiencing the pressures. 

and rewards of playing professional soccer as, he 

‘was offered a one month scholarship, by English 

Club Ipswich Town, under the Big Brother 

Scholarship. 
‘Upon tis return back home, Petet was signed 
ap by Sydney Olympic, where be became the 
thitd string Keeper at the club but it was only 
question of when and not 
if for Peter to-become the 
club's anmber ane, 
} Peter played for almost 
two years at the club 

Peter was loved by all 
that knew him and the 
tamoat-of over 1000 peo- 
ple to his funeral to 
| moum his death showed 

that Peter had touched the hearts and minds of 


anany 
i) Peter bad the world at his feet but the inexpeni- 
H ence of youth was his downfall. He felt as 
though the wodd was closing in'on him but little 


een ir META REE COOLED didike know that this was further from the truth, 
as good if not better than Bosnich. 


The Joeys have come off a great run of results and 
will expect to find a very flat playing surface which will 


Peter Petrovski will never be forgotten. 


In loving memory of 
Peter Petrovski 1981-1999 


“Known to so many 
Peter touched their heart 
He will never be forgotten” 


games, 


A tribute to Peter Petrovski| |! 


Peter's tragic and 


‘a5 a shock to everyone in 
the Soccer community 
expecially his family. 
i a Despite the pain and 
the knowledge that life 
| without Peter will never 
be the same for the 
Petrovski family, the 
family is trying to pick 
themselves up and 
attempt to carry on in Tite 
} even though the lifes 
| son, brother and a 
‘Young boy bas been lost 
to them. 

‘The pain of going: 
through such a (ragedy. 
felt by the family has 

| been a tong and painful 
journey so far but they 

my have realised that they 
must rebuild and carry 
‘on in their journey of 


Tife. 

‘The family still to this day has been in denial of 
losing Peter but they believe along with many others 
that be now rests in peace in heaven, free from all 
the troubles that haunted his short time on earth, 

God needed Peter, he needed another soul to 
‘brighten up heaven and sproad some of his love and 
chart aad although he will be missed on earth, his 
legacy and spirit will-still remain with all who knew 
him, 


‘The Petrovski family would like to thank all the 
people who attends Peter's funeral in May of this 
asthe closest relations of the family and 

‘good friends, 

A special thanks from: 
the family is extended 
to Peter Kotevich who 
read Peter's eulogy and 
George ‘Trenkovskt for. 


all those who had. ‘ith 
Peter and to-all whom 
gave hin: 2 chance in the sport he loved. 


ae ee eee bts 
Snowing that the small mark that lie made on the 
sport may have been bigger but the mark he feft-will 
never be removed or forgotten, 


of goals over the eight game qualifying campaign, 
Di Iorio scored 10 goals throughout the tournament 
and will provide a target against Bahrain in next months 


although that is what has been said about the Socceroos 
over their past few World Cup qualifying campaigns. 

The return leg will be played on Friday the 27th of 
August in Bahrain. 


LLS UNITED 


SOCCER CLUB 


Coaches / 
Coaches 


This ambitious and progressive club 
invites applications for the following 
coaching positions for the Year 2000 
Cadet League — Division 2 
Under 14 and Under 12 
Youth League Division 1 
Under 13 to Under 16 
State League — Division 2 
Under 18s, Under 21s and 1st Grade 


Correspondence is to be forwarded to 
Mr Steve Herron, 
PO Box 1662 
Castle Hill 1765 by COB 18th August 1999 


CANTERBURY 
MARRICKVILLE OLYMPIC 
SOCCER CLUB 


COACHES 
WANTED 


For the following Grades 
First Grade © Under 19s 
We have been readmirred into the 
Super Youth Leaque in the Year 2000 and 
therefore are looking for coaches in 
U1%s, U14s, U19s and UI7s. 
All Résumé 
Applications to be sent 10 
Canterbury Marrickville 

Olympic Soccer Club 
P.O. Box 976 Marrickville 1475 


For Further inouiries ring 


0411 191 817 
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WA league hots up| Leaders stumble 


Western Australian Premier League Table 


Pw D L 
Fremantle City SC 14 10 2 2 
‘Western Knights SC 15 9 8) 3 
Sorrento SC 1S 8 4 3 
Bayswater City 6 7 5 3 
ECU Joondalup SC 12 8 1 3 
Inglewood Falcons SC 15 6 3 6 
Floreat Athena SC 4 5 2 7 
Ashfield-Bunbury SC 15 5 2 8 
Perth Soccer Club 14 4 3 7 
Stirling Lions SC 14 4 2 8 
Cockbum City SC 14 a} 4 8 
Kingsway Olympic SC 15 1 3 I 
Premier Results 
Sorrento 4'v Stirling Lions 2 
Floreat 0 v Bayswater 1 
Western Knights 3 v Kingsway Olympic 2 
Ingelbum 2 v Cockbum 5 
SOGGER Perth 1 v Ashfield/Bunbury 2 


SIEGOAST 


Dear Sir, 

‘There is 2 quaint irony about the admission of Parramatta Power to the 
NSL. In 1880 at the Kings School (a rugby bastion even then) on a site very 
close to where Parramatta Stadium is located today, the first official game 
of soccer was played in Australia. 

Not long after, the Granville club based at the Clyde Industries works 
was formed. 

In its first 40 to 50 years it was one of Sydney's more prominent soccer 
clubs. After that it survived on in an ever diminishing form until folding 
sometime in the 1980s. 

In its latter years its only claim to fame was that it was Australia’s oldest 
surviving soccer club of some note, r 

The Granville Junior Association (1908), a separate body that still 
survives today’s in robust health though not as old as the former Granville 
club that spawned it, is probably Sydney's and possibly Australia’s oldest 
junior/amateur soccer body. 

As you can see the Parramatta area and especially the old established 
suburbs nearby Granville Auburn, Lidcombe, Merrylands etc have a very 
long and historic association with soccer. 

If by chance the rugby league backed Power NSL club succeeds in 
giving soccer a new lease of life in the very place where it all began in 
Australia almost 120 years ago who could have thought it even remotely 
possible to turn out this way. 

R. Melow, 
Bondi. NSW. 


Dear Sir, 

With the extraordinary success of the Womens World Cup both on and 
off the field for the USA one'can only speculate what will come out of this. 

Despite any claims to the century most things that happen in the US are 
driven by the opporunity (perceived or real) to make money. 

For the first time ever mainstream America has fully participated in a 
major international football tournament 
played in the US and won by the US team. 

But this is only the Women’s World Cup 
but unlike USA ‘94 (the real thing) where the 
{US men team was nothing but a small player, 
and mainstream America treated the whole 
event with nothing more than passing interest 
if that, 

The powers that be in the US have now 
had first hand experience at how, SOCC- 
ERR (as they call it) is on its own as the 
| ultimate international sport when it comes to 
generating money and public interest. 

Of coursevit could be that the success of 
the US Womens World Cup'team could just 
be a passing fad much like USA 94 was. 
However, there are certain indications this 
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4 1932 Cumblerland United Sia FypeSy ia lle) eee 3, 
4 2130 Raiders I eo 2) Peas 
a 2m 30 Elizabeth City 18 9 3 6 3 428 «30 
21 13 26 White City Warriors 18 5) Gp Sl a SD 
My as Croydon 1 Ge SS a Go 
22 4 21 Campbelltown City 18 oy 4 6 40 31 2B 
3 2«9Ss7 Port Adelaide Lion Bima ye! a= TIGt = aah Rope 28 
0 42 17 Adelaide Blue Eagles 18) 87 S16) 201) 3 as 
Seumezie ws West Torrens Birkall iS 8 2) aR Niaobe i372 Br 26, 
nw 38 14 Para Hills Knights TSiprued®) (ESE) BARONE 24! o a6) 417 
20 37 10 Modbury 18 5 1 12 
U <3. 6 Olympians 18S 0, Psa) 

Premier Results 

Adelaide Eagles 3 v Elizabeth City 0 
Olympians 0 v Campbelltown City 3 
‘Weest Torens 3 v Modbury 1 
White City 0 v Port Adelaide 1 
Para Hills 0 v Raiders 1 
Croydon 3 y Cumberland United 1 


South Australian Premier League Table 
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‘may not be the case, 

As is well known anything the US decides to get seriously 
involved in ultimately means they and or their agents take 
control of the governing body or organisation. 

I wonder how long it would be before FIFA becomes the 
Federation of International Socc-err Associations, 

As for American commentators on soccer 
(ESPN/FOXTEL) ete nothing is more sickening to 
hear them use basketball or baseball termonology 
such as assists, shootouts etc. 

If by chance the Americans now suddenly 
embrace real football and Amewricanise the game fast food style “in the 
process then this will be the death of football as we know it, mark my 
words, 

R. Melov, 
Bondi, NSW. 


Dear Sir, 

After seeing what happened to Simon Collosimo on Sunday at Stadium 
Australia, I will, take back what I said about our overseas based players and 
their clubs. 

Without trying to sound like a hypocrite, why should the European club’s 
release players to play in so-called friendly or exhibition matches, if they 
‘might end up like Simon Collosimo has, with no guarantee that he will be 
the same player ever again in future. 

‘What made it worse is the fact that our referee's were gutless to penalise 
anyone, as if they (Manchester United players) where untouchable or 
invincible. 

Under those conditions and without any real long term compensation, I 
wouldn’t release any expensive star player for exhibition games cither, if I 
‘was the boss or owner of s European club, 

Let the promoters pay out full insurance cover, for all the players as they 
make the profits from such ventures, not their clubs, 

Dominic Scullino, 
Nerang, Qld. 


Dear Sir, 

T have to agree with Paul Wade's answer to the Four Diegos Questions 
about a 17 team, NSL comp for next season being to many. 

Let's just say that Soccer Australia has set up a criteria for the following, 
season to be met, for inclusion in the 2000 to 2001 season, with all club's 
signing the necessary documents accordingly, so there is no favouritism for 
anyone. 

‘As we have a proper national competition, not a Clayton's one; like the 
other football codes have, with the majority of their team’s stacked in one 
city, there should be very little latitude’ given to the regional team's if they 
can’t perform year in and year out. 

While we don’t want all the team’s playing out of Sydney and 


Melbourne, plus one from Perth anid one from Auckland, we also don’t 
‘want the same wooden spoon winner every year either, 

Obviously one of the crucial areas in that criteria apart 
from finances and quality Stadium’s, will be accurate crowd 
figures at home games. 

As don’t know what the two new teams’s home 
crowd figures will be just yet, setting the bar to 
high (8 to 10,000 minimum) is a waste of time. 

However a bare minimum number should be a 
5,000 home average over the full season. If the two 
new teams’s entering can do as good as Perth 
Glory and the Northern Spirit has, then we will have four major success 
stories with home crowd averages well above 10,000 per game, 

All that is needed then is eight more teams to join them, to give the 
competition credibility as a major football code in this country. 

If the top four can average 15,000 per week and the next eight about 
7,000 then the overall average is almost 10,000, which equal to Rugby 
League’s NRL comp, that is what Soccer Australia should be aiming for the 
following season. 

In other world’s three teams’s will have to go for certain, with a possible 
five teams, if @ couple more good replacements are found as well. 

For one-thing is absolutely certain, there is no way that all 17 teams will 
average about 5,000 at all their home games next season, 

At least five will fall short without any doubt, and another five or six will 
struggle for sure, but not Marconi or Sydney Olympic. 

‘The inclusion of Parramatta Power and to a lesser extent the Auckland 
Kings will boost their home crowd averages even more, as Northern Spirit, 
has already done for them, last season. 

Lets just hope that Soccer Australia 
officials have the nerve or out’s to 
implement such a strict criteria without fear ee 
or favour or any court action or legal ane? ‘ a 
hassles, to reduce the comp back to 14 | i ‘ | rs i 
maximum again, or even 12 if necessary. 

The future credibility of the national 
competition depends on tough decisions 
being made, for the good of the game in 
general, not for those, with there own vested 
interests. 

Only time will tell if David Hills vision 
on the domestic scene will come tue, now  {C, 
that he is gone. If it goes, a lot of the credit 
should go to David, as he got the ball rolling with the hard decision’s made 
when he was in power, despite his failures at the international level of the 
game, which brought him undone. 


Dominic Scullino, 
Nerang, Qld. 
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i time to sit back and relax, and share a Soft Sombrero Moment with the 
Four Diegos guest this week — one of the greatest players that the 
Oceania region has ever produced. 

His highly successful time in European Football with German club, Werder 
Bremen and selection as the Oceania Player of the Century, make him one of 
the highest profile personalities ever to grace the fields of the Ericsson Cup. 

Please a big Four Diegos welcome to New Zealand legend and 
Auckland Football Kings player/manager, Wynton Rufer. 


iegos: “You, along with many 
high profile Aussie soccer leg- 
ends, like Eddie Krncevic, 
Robbie Slater and David Mitchell, have 
returned home after highly successful 
stints in the cut and thrust of European 
Football. 

“In talking to the Aussie boys they've 
confessed to, at times, longing for the 
intense life and death soccer culture that 
exists overseas. How have you felt in this 
regard?” 


Rufer; “Its probably worse for me 
becatise at least in Australia, through SBS. 
TY, Australians have been able to see a lot 
of football from overseas for many years, 
This has not been the case for many New 
Zealanders. 

“There are various soccer magazines 
throughout Australia that satisfy many of 
the young fans by promoting the game in 
Australia. 

“Throw in the successful Australian 
youth develop- 
ment programs 
that produce so 
many talented 
young players and 
the fact that the 
Aussies regularly 
compete in the 
Olympic games, 
‘Youth and Under 17 
World Cups and you 
can clearly see the 

_ difference between 
the two countries, 
‘The last generation 
here in New Zéaland 
unfortunately has gone 
backwards. 

“In the 1982 World cup we 
were fortunate enough to beat 
Australia but since then we, as a soccer- 
playing nation, have stood still. 

“There has, up until this year, been no 
development and no national league, 
Having said that, in the coming year, I 
believe things are really going to happen. 
New Zealand is hosting the World Under 
17 Youth Championships. 

“There is a new board at Soccer New 
Zealand who is very passionate about the 
game and very skilled on the business side 


The Four Diegos’ are radio 
celebrities and soccer scribes on 
Melbourne’s Stereo 97.4 FM 
Saturday 10 am - 12 midday. 
E-Mail ‘The Diegos’ on 


FourDiegos@bigpond.com 


of things. There is a new full time soccer 
academy for boys and girls from 17 to 21 
years of age in Auckland. 

“The ultimate development in my mind 
though, is that the Auckland Football 
Kings will be playing in the Ericsson cup 
next season, providing our young kids 
with a clear pathway to professional foot- 
ball. 


THE KING OF 
AUCKLAND 


al team is competing in the 
Confederation’s cup. So as you can see, 
things are definitely looking up.” 


Diegos: “Why did you haye to bring 
up the Confederations cup? We specifi- 
cally told you not to bring up the 
Confederations cup.” 


Rafer; “That's right Diegos, wasn't that 
the last time that New Zealand beat 
Australia? Seriously though, I thought it 

‘was a shame that 
Australia didn’t 
qualify because 
now we have to take 
on USA, Brazil and 
Germany and to be 
tealistic, we have to 
acknowledge that 
there might be a 
chance that we may 
get a hammering.” 


Diegos: “Australia is 
regarded as a fine 
exporter of soccer tal- 
ent with some of our 

players currently play- 
ing in the elite competitions 
in the world, This reputation 

has been built over time with Eddie 
Krncevic and Craig Johnston being our 
first successful exports, 

“New Zealand, on the other hand, has 
never been known as a recruiting 
ground for world clubs, which makes 
your playing achievements even the 
more remarkable. What led to your 
European opportunity?” 


Rufer: “Probably a similar story to 

Frank Farina and David Mitchell. 1 
remember playing against 
David in Fiji in a Youth tourna- 
ment between Australia and 
New Zealand a long time ago. 
“We were just young. players 
who dreamed of going to 
Europe. I was lucky enough to. 
go on trial overseas and get. 
picked up by a club. 
“Tt was then very similar to the 
boys today who go over to 
England or other parts of 
Europe endeavoring to clinch a contract. 

“Some of the Australian players who 
T’m trying to sign up for the Kings at the 
moment, are all making their first option 
overseas.” 


Diegos: “You have been appointed 
coach of the Auckland Football Kings 
for their inaugural year in the Ericsson 


“Many Aussie pundits believe that 
thé Kings will be like ‘sheep to the 
slaughter’, pardon the pun, when com- 
ing up against hardened Aussie 
Ericsson Cup outfits, Will your team be 
a competitive one?” 


Rufer: “That's a fair com- 
ment because to be honest, the 
results over the past 5 or 10 
years against Australia have not 
been good. 

“My job though, is to see that 
the team is competitive and I’m 
quietly confident that we will 
put up a good showing. 

“The whole country is buzz- 
ing and we know how the crowd 


it be a deadly mix of Aussies and 
Kiwis?” 


Rufer: “We have got to work within the 
budget available, Our budget could be 
described as ‘reasonable’ in comparison to 


*{ thought it was a shame’ that Australia 
didn’t qualify because now we have to take 
on USA, Brazil and Germany and to be realis- 
tic, we have to acknowledge that there 
might be a chance that we may get a ham- 
mering.” 


Christian 
Leonardo, 

“Was this a display of the close cama- 
raderie developed between yourself and 
Christian or were you merely trying to 
strangle some of the $75 million world 
record transfer fee out of 
him?” 


Vieri, and Brazilian, 


Rufer: “Unfortunately he did- 
n't have his long pants on that 
night because if he did I 
would've spent all my time 
feeling into his pockets to try 
and find some of that transfer 
fee. The whole thing was all 
very friendly, 

“I know Leonardo quite well 


will get behind us if we have 
some success against Australian opposi- 
tion, 

“The build up to that first game in 
October will be unbelievable. 1 will be sur- 
prised if we don’t have a sell out crowd of 
24,000 at North Harbour Stadium here in 
Auckland for the opener. “If we can get a 
win in that first game and build on that, I 
believe we will definitely be a force to be 
reckoned with,” 


Diegos: “Can you give us an insight 
into the make up of the Auckland 
Kings? Will itbe a team of young enthu- 
siastic, mountain climbing Kiwis or will 


the budgets of other Ericsson cup clubs. 

“We've currently signed up about half 
our squad, Of our final 20 players we will 
have a number of ‘All Whites’, a few 
Australians and a few foreign players. It 
will be quite a mixture but I believe an 
effective one.” 


Diegos: “You recently played and 
scored for the FIFA All Stars versus The 
Socceroos at the official opening of 
Stadium Australia. 

“In the pre-game world team photo, 
The Diegos noticed that you had your 
arms around the neck of Italian star, 


from the time J played in Japan 
so catching up with him was great. The 
‘occasion was a special one. Such games 
don’t come round everyday so it was good 
to give such world superstars a big hug.” 


Diegos: “Thanks Wynton. All the best 
for the new season but forgive us for not 
wishing you too much luck, You might 
be a good bloke but you’re still a Kiwi 
mate. Adios Amigo.” 


Rufer: “Thanks Diegos. We hope that 
we can give you Aussies a recurring 
‘Confederations cup nightmare’ every 
week. Adios Amigos,” 


“Talso shouldn’t forget that our nation- Cup next season. 


Wynton Rufer, bottom third left, the new King of Auckland will be both player. manager of the new Ericsson Cup 
team. Rufer last played in Australia for the World All Stars scoring against Australia last month. 
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NSW SUPER LEAGUE 


PARRAMATTA WIN THRILLER 
TO GO THROUGH TO 
GRAND FINAL 


he Parramatta Eagles will play the 

Blacktown City Demons in the 1999 

Super League Grand Final on 
Sunday 1 August at Marconi 
Stadium, after defeating the 
Bonnyrigg White Engles 3-2 
in extra time at the Gabbie 
Stadium. 


2e1/for the White Eagles on’ 72 minutes, but 
then Racker was carried off on a stretcher 
with what looked a serious ankle injury. 
‘The ten men held on until 
two minutes before the 
end, when Grant Bard 
nipped in front of 
substitute goalkeeper 


In an amazing game Parramatta Sasha Bozic to made it 2-2. 
took the Jead on 24 minutes when Even worse for Bonnyrigg 
Ballamobou Conde drove the ball was that Bobby Dragas was then 


home from the edge of the penalty area, 

That lead lasted just thirteen minutes 
though when Ray Younis collected a Bobby 
Dragas header from a corner, and blasted 
home. 

In the first half 
Bonnyrigg lost both 
Javier Mancino and 
James Warburton 
with injuries, and 
another injury to 
goalkeeper Mladen 
Kos saw them use all 
three substitutes in the 
first 50 minutes. 

Mark Racker put a delightful ball over for 
Ben Green to bullet a header home to make it 


NSW SOCCER FEDERATION 
SUPER LENGE 


SOCCER 
FEDERATION 


sent-off right on the stroke of full- 
time, leaving his team to play the 
game out with nine men. 

‘Those nine men held on in the first period 
of extra time, but finally, in the 110th minute. 
of the game, Bard scored his second and his 
side’s third, to finish the game on the 
“Golden Goals’ rule. 

In the Under 21's Macarthur Rams will 
play the Bonnyrigg White Eagles, who 
came through an amazing game with 

Parramatta with a 7-4 victory. 

It was much closer in the under 18’s, 
Macarthur edging out Blacktown on 
penalties to face Parramatta Eagles with a 
10:30am start. 


Sunday ‘1st August 


FIRST GRADE 


Blacktown City Demons v Parramatta Eagles 
Marconi Stadium, 5:00pm 


UNDER 21 


Macarthur Kams v Bonnyrigg White Eagles 
Marconi Stadium, 12:30pm 


UNDER 18 


Parramatta Eagles v Macarthur Rams 
Marconi Stadium, 10:50am 


Proudly sponsored by PEPSI 
NSW SOCCER FEDERATION INFORMATION SERVICE 
19009 22885 


(75c per min - IDS. Higher cates applies {rom mobile and pubiic phones) 


SUPER LEAGUE 


PRELIMINARY FINAL 


FIRST GRADE: Parramatta Eagles 3 (B Conde 24m, G 
Barde 88/110m) bt Bonnyrigg White Eagles 2 (R Younis 37m, B 
Green 72m) (Extra Time). 


‘U/2l: Bonnyrigg White Eagles 7 bt Parramatta Eagles 4. 


U/18: Macarthur Rams 1 drew Blacktown City | (Macarthur 
Rams 4 bt Blacktown City 3 on Penalties), 


DIVISION ONE 


FIRST GRADE; Illawarra Lions 1 (V Tasevski 88m) bt St 
George 0, Manly Warringah 2 (A Hunter 68m, D Harding 80m) 
bt Stanmore Hawks 1 (E Briscoe 58m), Bathurst '75 5 (M Rooke 
5/36m, B Gallard 64m, A Collins 87m, G Wallace 89m) bt 
Rockdale City 3 (P Apolevski 43m, $ Najdoski 59/84), Hlawarra 
Lions 2 (A Krstevski 10m, V Tasevski 27m) bt Auburn United 1 
( Bayhan 49m), Dulwich Hill 2 (1 De Jesus 49m, M Sultan 
63m) bt Rockdale City 1 (S Najdoski 6m), Moorebank Sports 2 
(A Maiorca 80m, J Corrente 82m) bt Hurstville City 0, Bathurst 
"75.1 (T Clancy 90m) bt Penrith Panthers 1 (R Casserly 15m 
Pen), Manly Warringah 1 (K Foster 32m) drew St George 1 (S 
Tanic 16m), : 


U2: Stanmore Hawks 2 drew Bathurst '75 2, Dulwich Hill 2 
‘bt Auburn United 1, St George 2 drew AC United 2, Manly: 


Warringah 4 bt Stanmore Hawks 1, Aubum United 3 bt Illawarra 


Lions 0, Rockdale City 9 bt Dulwich Hill 0, Moorebank Sports 1 
bt Hurstville City 0, Penrith Panthers 2 bt Bathurst '75 0, Manly 
Warringah 1 bt St George 0. 


U/18: Stanmore Hawks 2 bt Bathurst '75 0, Dulwich Hill 2 bt 
Auburn United 1, AC United 4 bt St George 0, Stanmore Hawks 
1 bt Manly Warringah 0, Illawarra Lions 3 bt Auburn United 2, 
Rockdale City 3 bt Dulwich Hill 1, Moorebank Sports 4 bt 
Hurstville City 0, Bathurst '75 2 bt Penrith Panthers 1, Manly 
Warringah 2 bt St George 1. 


DIVISION TWO 


FIRST GRADE: Mt Pritchard 2 bt Greystanes 0, Ameliffe 
Scots 1 bt Hurstville ZSC 0, Belmore Hercules 2 bt Hajduk 
Wanderers 1, Fraser Park 6 bt Hills United 2, Sydney University 
5 bt Mt Druitt Town 1, University of NSW 1 drew Sydney 
District 1. 


U/2i: Greystanes 2 bt Mt Pritchard 0, Hurstville ZSC 4 bt 
Amcliffe Scots 0, Hajduk Wanderers 13 bt Belmore Hercules 0, 
Fraser Park 3 bt Hills United 1, Mt Druitt Town 1 drew Sydney 
University 1, Sydney District 4 bt University of NSW 0. 


U/18: Mt Pritchard 3 bt Greystanes 1, Hurstville ZSC 2 bt 
Amcliffe Scots 2, Belmore Hercules 1 drew Hajduk Wanderers 
1, Hills United 3 bt Fraser Park 0, Mt Druitt Town 2 bt Sydney 
University 0, University of NSW 3 bt Sydney District 2. 


DIVISION THREE 


FIRST GRADE: Wester Sydney Lions 6 bt Parramatta City 
0, Camden Tigers 2 bt Gladesville United 0, Hakoah 3 bt 
Trasandinos 2, Colo Colo 11 bt Maroubra United 0, The 
Wanderers 3 bt Prospect United 1, White City 3 bt Liverpoo! 
City 1. 


SECOND GRADE: Westem Sydney Lions 9 bt Parramatta 
City 0, Camden Tigers 7 bt Gladesville United 0, Hakoah 3 bt 
Trasandinos 1, Maroubra United 1 bt Colo Colo 0, The 
Wanderers 2 bt Prospect United 0, White City 4 bt Liverpool 
City 2. 


DIVISION FOUR 


FIRST GRADE: Nepean District 4 bt Prairiewood United 3, 
Springwood 2 bt CSI Schofields 0, Hawkesbury City 2 bt 
Auburn Star 1, Balmain 1 bt White Valley 0, Granville 
Grecnisland 7 bt Holy Cross Ryde 1, Eastern Creek Pioneers 7 bt 
Sydney Crescent Star 1, United Eagles 2 bt Marrickville 0, 


SECOND GRADE: Springwood 0 drew CSI Schofields 0, 
Hawkesbury City 4 bt Auburn Star 2, White Valley 1 bt Balmain 
0, Holy Cross Ryde 5 bt Granville Greenisland 2, Eastem Creek 
Pioneers 2 bt Sydney Crescent Star 1, United Eagles 2 bt 
Marrickville 0. 


DIVISION FIVE 


FIRST GRADE: Sydney TUSC vs UTS P/P, Homentmen 4 
drew Bossy 4, AVA United 5 bt Earlwood Hermes 1, Kosciusko 
3 bt Lithgow Workmen 2, Liverpool Olympic 6 bt Sydney 
United Eagles 3, Kellyville Kolts 10 bt Macquarie Sports 1. 


SECOND GRADE: Sydney TUSC 3 bt UTS 0, Bossy 1 bt 
Homenetmen 0, Earlwood Hermes | bt AVA United 0, Lithgow 
Workmen 1 drew Kosciusko 1, Sydney United Kings 2 bt 
Liverpool Olympic 1, Kellyville Kol 4 bt Macquarie Sports 3. 


WOMENS SUPER LEAGUE 


FIRST GRADE: NNSW ITC /Academy 2 bt Central Coast 0, 
NNSW ITC/Academy 4 bt Sutherland Sharks 9, Marconi 
Fairfield 6 bt Nepean Panthers 1, Central Coast 2 bt Gladesville 
Ravens 1, Shoalhaven Assoc 5 bt Sydney United 1, NSW 
INST/Academy 5 bt UWS Macarthur Rams 0. 


Up; Sydney United 2 bt Sutherland Sharks 0, NNSW ITC 
/Academy 5 bt Central Coast 0, NNSW ITC/Academy 3 bt 
Sutherland Sharks 0, Marconi Fairfield 5 bt Nepean Panthers 1, 
Gladesville Ravens 3 bt Central Coast 0, Sydney United 6 bt 
Shoalhaven Assoc 0, NSW INST/Academy 0 drew UWS 
Macarthur Rams 0. 


WOMENS STATE LEAGUE 


FIRST GRADE: Eastern Suburbs 2 bt Manly Warringah 1, 
Wollongong Wolves 2 bt Gladesville Hornsby Koalas 0, 
Bathurst City 14 b¢ Bankstown United 0, St George Association 
4 btRoselands 1, 


0/19; Manly Warringah 7 bt Eastem Suburbs 2, Wollongong 
Wolves 4 bt Gladesville Homsby Koalas, 1, Bathurst City 6 bt 
Bankstown United 1, St George Association 3 drew Roselands 3, 


SUPER YOUTH LEAGUE 


U/13: Blacktown City 2 bt Leichhardt Tigers 1, Sydney 
Olympic 2 bt Gladesville Hornsby 0, Parramatta Eagles 0 drew 
Southern Branch 0, Sydney United 1 bt Central Coast 0, 
Neweastle Breakers 1 bt Macarthur Rams 0, Wollongong 
Wolves 2 bt Southern Districts 1, Eastern Suburbs 1 drew Manly 
Warringah 1, Marconi Fairfield 1 drew Sutherland Sharks 1, 
Manly Warringah 2 drew Marconi Fairfield 2, Parramatta Eagles 
3 bt Central Coast 0, Newcastle Breakers 0 drew Leichhardt 
Tigers 0, 


U/14: Blacktown City 1 bt Leichhardt Tigers 0, Sydney 
Olympic 2 bt Gladesville Homsby 0, Parramatta Eagles 3 drew 
Southern Branch 3, Sydney United 4 bt Central Coast 1, 
Macarthur Rams 2 bi Newcastle Breakers 1, Wollongong 
‘Wolves drew Southern Districts 1, Manly Warringah 2 bt Eastem 
Suburbs 1, Marconi Fairfield 2 drew Sutherland Sharks 2, Manly 
Warringah 2 bt Marconi Fairfield 1, Parramatta Eagles 2 bt 
Central Coast 1, Leichhardt Tigers 3 bt Newcastle Breakers 2. 


U/IS: Blacktown City 1 bt Leichhardt Tigers 0, Gladesville 
Hornsby 3 drew Sydney Olympic 3, Southern Branch 2 bt 
Parramatta Eagles 0, Sydney United 2 bt Central Coast 0, 
Macarthur Rams 4 bt Newcastle Breakers 0, Wollongong, 
Wolves 3 bt Southern Districts 2, Eastern Suburbs 2 bt Manly 
Wartingah 0, Marconi Fairfield 1 bt Sutherland Sharks 0, 
Marconi Fairfield 7 bt Manly Warringah 1, Central Coast 2 bt 
Parramatta Eagles 0, Neweastle Breakers 5 bt Leichhardt Tigers 
0. 


U/16: Blacktown City 2 bt Leichhardt Tigers 1, Parramatta 
Eagles 2 bt Southern Branch 0, Central Coast 1 bt Sydney United 
0, Newcastle Breakers 2 bt Macarthur Rams 0, Southern Districts 
3 bt Wollongong Wolves 2, Eastern Suburbs 2 drew Manly 
Warringah 2, Marconi Fairfield 3 bt Sutherland Sharks 1, 
Marconi Fairfield 4 bt Manly Warringah 0, Parramatta Eagles 2 
bt Central Coast 0, Newcastle Breakers 6 bt Leichhardt Tigers 1. 


DIVISION ONE YOUTH 
LEAGUE 


U/3: St George 2’bt Canterbury M'Ville 0, Hills United 4 bt 
Canterbury M'Ville 1, Bankstown Association 10 bt Fairfield 
Bulls 1, Tlawarra Lions 4 bt St George 0, Blacktown Association 
1 bt AC United 0, Rockdale City Suns 2.bt Stanmore Hawks 1, 
Penrith Panthers 2. bt Canterbury Association 0, Bonnyrigg 
White Eagles 1 drew Ryde City 1, Tlawarra Lions 3 bt AC 
United 2, Hills United 4 bt Canterbury Assoc, Rockdale City 
Suns 2 bt Penrith Panthers 0, Fairfield Bulls 2 bt Canterbury 
Marrickville 1, St George 2 bt Stanmore Hawks 0, 


U/l4: Canterbury M'Ville 0 drew St George’0, Canterbury 
MVille 2 bt Hills United 1, Fairfield Bulls 2 drew Bankstown 
Association 2, Iawarra Lions 1 drew St George 1, Blacktown 
Association 2 bt AC United 1, Rockdale City Suns 3 bt Stanmore 
Hawks 0, Canterbury Association 2 bt Penrith Panthers 1, Ryde 
City 1 bt Bonnyrigg White Eagles 0, AC United 3 bt lawarra 
Lions 1, Canterbury Association 0 drew Hills United 0, Penrith 
Panthers 1 bt Rockdale City Suns 0, Canterbury Marrickville 
I drew Fairfield Bulls 1, St George 2 bt Stanmore Hawks 0, 
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SoccER WOMAN 


WITH JANENE MAR 


IN CANBERRA 


DOOR OPENS FOR NORDIC CUP TEAM 


ustralia’s U21 Team members will be aiming 

for senior selection when they contest next 

onth’s prestigious Nordic Cup in Iceland, 

following the Matildas’ disappointing performance 
‘at the recent World Cup. 

Significantly, a new National Squad/and the next 
intake of 20 Australian Institute of Sport scholarship 
athletes will be announced on August 13, five days after 
the conclusion of the Nordic Cup and thirteen months 
out from the Olympic Games. 

‘Whether or not there will be any changes is unknown, 
but after following the progress at the World Cup, the 
top younger players will be thinking there is now a 
much greater chance of breaking through. 

“My plans of how to approach this tournament have 
not changed, but the players themselves may perceive 
that the door has opened a little more than before,” said 
National Assistant Coach and National Youth Coach 
Chris Tanzey. 

Teamwise, the challenge facing the Aussies is a tough 
one, Australia will field a very young and inexperienced 
team in Iceland, the World Cup players not deemed 
available for selection in two events. 

A total of eight Under 21) players competed in the 
recent World Cup im the USA — an awfully large 
number to’ be unavailable when entering such a high 
quality international tournament. It does however give 


the younger players an early chance at the highest level 
competition. 

“The focus here is to give players who have not 
travelled before with the national team a taste of 
international football, expose them to that level of 
soccer,” said Tanzey. 

“Plus all the off-field experience, being away from 
home, the travel, etc. And out of that, I'd like to get one 
or two up to that next level. That’s what the Youth 
team’s about, not results as such.” 

“And it’s got to be that way, especially with this 
group. If it was results-based, then we'd be taking the 
other eight World Cup players with us: 

Generally, if'a team loses one or two players, then 
okay. But to lose eight, then the focus has got to be 
different.” 

‘Tanzey emphasises that the youth team philosophy is 
to provide a stepping stone to senior National Team 
selection, and the technical development of players at 
international level. 

He is happy with the players hie has despite the lack 
of experience, and is keen to nurture their talent further. 
“We've got some exciting talent there and this is a good 
‘opportunity to see if they can reproduce their national 
Teague form on the international scene. We'll see how 
they handle the whole package, the sort of characters 
they are, and not just their football ability. 


‘The two things have got to go together. This will also 
be a learning experience for the staff. 

We know they can play well — that’s why they’ve 
been picked — but now we can see how the players 
Teact to the whole package.” 

This is the first time Australia has been invited to 
compete in the annual Nordic Cup, widely considered 
the unofficial world youth tournament. Australia is 
drawn in Group | with Iceland, Sweden, and Norway; 
whilst Group 2 is comprised of the USA, Germany, 
Denmark, and Finland. 

‘Almost nothing is known of the opposition at Under 
21 level, but all are expected to be of exceptional 
calibre. The Europeans and Americans play regularly at 
this age level and have quality opposition at their easy 
disposal, 

‘The close proximity of the other countries to Iceland 
would more than suggest that the others would all be 
fielding their best teams, probably including World Cup 
players. 

‘The U2I team assembled in Canberra last Friday with 
just four days’ preparation at the AIS before the team 
departed today (Tue) morning bound for Reykjavik, 
capital city of the European island nation of Iceland. 

The tournament is scheduled for 2-8 August with 
‘Australia to play one training match against Iceland's 
senior national team on 30 July. 


With such limited time to gel the players into a team 
unit, the focus will be on Australia’s own performance. 
“To a certain degree, you can only concentrate on your 
team only in that time. 

“We'll be looking to be well organised, know our 
jobs, and keep possession of the ball, This is a must. If 
you look at the World Cup, those teams that kept 
possession were the successful teams. Whatever the 
result, that’s the way we're going to go out there. If we 
don't play possession, even if we get a result, we won't 
be able.to step up. 

“ff we want to push players to the highest level, then 
we've got to be confident enough to teach them the right 
way to play. What players come out of that system is the 
‘main thing 

We shouldn't be afraid to make mistakes or we'll 
never create technical players. We hope to have an 
organised defence, and when we have the ball, be able to 
Keep possession, express ourselves, and be comfortable 
and confident on the ball.” 

“We can't teach them all that in just four days, but we 
can set the principle, the philosophy behind it, We'll be 
trying to cause problems for the opposition, try to attack, 
run at players, and move the ball quickly,” 


F 


Vorpic Cur ZEAm 


WALSH'S 


TRAGEDY 


THE TEAM ame eesee: 
‘The Australian U2L Team to compete in the Nordic Cup in Reykjavik was Teel i wan 
named by coach Chris Tanzey at the same time as the World Cup Team was fed ‘SW striker Sarah Walsh has been a late 
selected on 17 My, patie Ceaiity ST eNeediclC 
SGI IR a eedlircon entire ontien eee Autre withdrawal from Australia’s Nordic Cup 
v Sy lassen fel) Be ey Norway Finland Team. The dynamic 16-year-old will undergo 
25 years of age, and Australia has taken advantage of this regulation, The age reconstruction surgery on the knee she injured a 
eligible National Squad players who missed selection forthe World Cupare all > august Meee ae 
— aa ena la spell Caney, Alia Cavanagh, Eeiadv Noceay 2.30pm ‘Hiidarendi Tie Gets es eam aa alCrage Dir fot WOR who 
eas N a a Chia aie amie ea aetld re Soir AUSTRALIA Sweden 4.30pm HMlidarendi was unavailable for selection for last October’s Youth 
“i ‘i USAW Finland as 2.30pm Stjoruyollar Team tour to Holland after reconstruction on her 
Germany '¥ Den 4.30pm. Stiomayollur other knee. 
AUSTRALIAN U21 NORDIC CUP haves “It’s very sad and disappointing, especially for her,” 
said coach Chris Tanzey. 
TEAM 1999 ee ben a fees ee “But we didn’t forget her last time and we won’t 
30pm nesyolluc again? 
Biateg ae ee Finland v Denmark 2:30pm, Borgamesvollur Standby forward Kim Channing, age 17 from the 
Ee 2 anes iste cennayy ata ‘Borgamesyoltur ACT, received the call-up as Walsh’s replacement. 
NGEREOND) - set Arey Channing has an uncanny ability to score sensational 
JouseBUTLAND 6K 2anii78 Germany ¥ Finland 230m, Kopuvogsvollar goals from any distance, and Tanzey has witnessed her 
ieee, OE Ane aR baal ee Score a hattrck in each of her lat two club matches 
Alicia CAVANAGH = M 18/07/80 AUSTRALIA yNocway 4.30pm Fjolnisyollur since knowing of her selection. 
‘Kim CHANNING: F OB/02/82 Sweden y Iceland 4.30pm. Kopavogsvoltur L | 
Jessica HALFPENNY F 13/05/81 
CassandraKELL | GK. 08/08/80 8 August ——— ~ 
Georget LEAKE =D 0176 Zh Place Playott 10:30am KRevolht 
Trocie MCGOVERN 20478 Sth Place Playoit 10:30am Kaplakrikavollar 
Kole McSHEA M 13/0483 31d Place Playott 1230pm Kaplakzikavoliue 
Kimberley MORRIS. D o7/iorgh Final 3.00pm Laugardalsvollur 
‘AnnaRUOTOLO  M 31/08/81 (rational stadium) 
Kim REVELL M 16103075 
DunielleSMALL = -M 070279 
NauilieTHOMAS =F 3/0807 
AUSSIE-FAX 
Officials: Good luck messages may be forwarded to the team’s hotel as follows —- 
Cee pace aloe hhe Australian Schoolgirls Championships kick 
Wendy CA ‘National Youth Cone F 
eee ae ee hoa Adin Sharon Dewar, Manager I off this weekend at the Australian Institute of 
Dovid BERG Physiotherapist Australian U21 Soccer Team Sport in Canberra, 
‘FULHAM ‘Head of Delegation Hotel Lofileidir, Reykjavik {All States except Tasmania and South Australia will 
" Fax: 0015-354-505.0905 contest the event commencing Sunday 1 August and 
concluding Saturday 7 August, 
THE DRAW ‘NB-Teeland is 10 hours behind ABST. The Australian Schoolgirls Team will be selected 
“Australia kicks Off its preparation with a ‘friendly’ against host Iceland's t from these Championships for the European Tour in 
senior National Team on 30 July, 4.00pm at Valbjarnuryollur. November/December this year. 
Ee 
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| COMMUNICATIONS 


CRAZY JOHN'S 
STATE LEAGUE 


DIVISION 1 - ROUND 19 
Yarraville Glory 2- Werribee City 0 
Richmond 0- Westgate 2 
Oakleigh 4 Doncaster Rovers 1 
Northcote City 5 - Kingston City 0 
North Geelong Warriors 3- Western Suburbs 2 
Lalor United 2 ‘Heidelberg United } 
Melbourne City 0- Springvale City 4 
POW 


DLF A Pts 
Oakleigh 19 12 4 3 40 19 40 
Heidelberg United 19 12-4 3 43 24 40 
Lalor United 19 11 4 4 39 24 37 
Westgate 19 11 2 6 34 26 35 
Western Suburbs 19 8 4 7 31°27 28 
Doneaster Rovers 19 7 5 7 36 32) 26 
Yarraville Glory. 19S) 7/9 3395115 26; 
Springvale City 19 7 3 9 26 28 2% 
Richmond 19 6 6 7 26 31 24 
Nth Geelong Warriors 19 5 8 6 29 29 23 
Northcote City 19 6 2 It 41 43 20 
Kingston City 19 5 3 Wt 21 44 18 
Melbourne City 19,5, 2) 12, 25) (425019) 
Werribee City 19 3 4 12 19 43 13 

ROUND 20 FIXTURES 

Sunday August 1 

Northcote City v Melbourne City 

Springvale City v Lalor United 

Wester Suburbs v Oakleigh 

Doncaster Rovers v Richmond 

Westgate y Yarraville Glory 

Kingston City v Werribee City 


Heidelberg United v North Geelong Warriors 


DIVISION 2 - ROUND 19 
Cranbourne Comets 2 - Diamond Valley United 2 
Ringwood City 1 - Alona City 2 
Knox City 2 - Frankston Strikers 0 
East Richmond 1 - Old Scotch Waverley I 
Thomastown/Regent 2 - Geelong 0 
Frankston Pines 4 - Croydon City Arrows 0 
Essendon 4 - Satellite City Rovers 1 

Pp 


WD LE A Pts 
Essendon 19 1B 6 0 52 13 45 
Frankston Pines 18 11 5 2 48 21 38 
Geelong 19 9 5 5 34 34 32 
Knox City 19 9 4 6 29 19 31 
East Richmond 19 77 5 26 2% 28 
Old Scotch Waverley 18 7 6 5 19 22 27 
Altona City 19 8 3 8 19 30 27 
Cranboume Comets 19 6 7 6 33°30 25 
Frankston Stikers 19 6 4 9 32 29 22 
Ringwood City 19 5 5 9 24 36 20 
Satellite City Rovers. 19 5 5 9 19 33 20 
Thomastown/Regent 19 5 4 10 30 37 19 
Diamond Valley United19 3 6 10 20 37 15 
Croydon City Arrows 19 2 5°12 18 35 11 

ROUND 20 FIXTURES 

Saturday July 31 
East Richmond v Essendon 


Satellite City Rovers v Frankston Pines 
Croydon City Arrows v Thomastown/Regent 
Geelong v, Knox City 
Frankston Strikers v Ringwood City 
Altona City v Cranbourne Comets 
Old Scotch Waverley v Diamond Valley United 


DIVISION 3 - ROUND 19 
Keilor Park 1 - South Wantirna 2 
Fitzroy City 2- Williamstown 0 
Broadmeadows City | -South Springvale 1 
Banyule City 0- Pascoe Vale 0 
Bell Park 0 - Moreland City E 
Mooroolbark 1 - Stonnington City 1 
North Coburg United 1 - Laverton Park 2 
POW 


DLE A Pts 
Stonnington City 19 12 5 2 45 24 41 
Fitzroy City 19D 107 2/539) 215937) 
South Wantima 19 ll 4 4 35 17 37 
‘South Springvale 19 9 9 1 35 13 36 
North Coburg United 19 10 3 6 35 28 33 


Laverton Park 19 8 7 4 33 25 31 
Moreland City 19 9 4 6 32 24 31 
Pascoe Vale 19 6 4 9 28 37 2 
Williamstown 19 5 5 9 29 38 20 
Mooroolbark 19 5 5 9 19 33 20 
Keilor Park 19 6 1 1223 33.19 
Bel! Park 19 3 6 10 22 39 15 
Broadmeadows City 18 3 4 11 22 38 13 
Banyule City 18 0 6 215 42 6 

ROUND 20 FIXTURES 

Saturday July 31 
Banyule City y North Coburg United 
Laverton Park y Mooroolbark 


Stonnington City y Bell Park 
Moreland City v Broadmeadows City 
South Springvale v Fitzroy City 
Williamstown v Keilor Park 
Pascoe Vale v South Wantima 


DIVISION 4 - ROUND 19 
Melton 1 - Nunawading City 1 
Corio I - Sandringham City 1 

Keysborough 0 - Seaford United 1 

Croxton Park 1 - Lalor 2 
Geelong Rangers 1 - Lyndale United 2 

Langwarrin 4 - Clifion Hill United 0 

Chelsea 2 - Sunbury United 3 
PW 


DLF A Pts 
‘Langwarrin 19 17 1 1 67 16 52 
Sandringham City 19 12 3 4 59 33 39 
Seaford United 19 11 3 5 40 32 36 
Lyndale United 18 10 4 4 38 26 34 
Melton 19 8 S$ 6 31 28 29 
Croxton Park 19 6 10 3 37 28 28 
Sunbury United. 19 8 3 8 35 33 27 
Geelong Rangers 19 6 4 9 28 38 22 
Corio 19 5 5 9 2%6 42 20 
Lalor 1 5 4 9 28 40 19 
Chelsea 19 4 5 10 28 46, 17 
Clifton Hill United 19 5 2 12 27 SI 17 
Keysborough 19 4 4 Il 34 35 16 
Nunawading City 1905 03) 93)013) 229152012, 

ROUND 20 FIXTURES 

Saturday July 31 
Croxton Park v Chelsea 
Sunbury United y Langwarrin 
Clifton Hill United v Geelong Rangers 
Lyndale United v Keysborough 
Seaford United v Corio 
Sandringham City y Melton 


~ Lalor v Nunawading City 


WOMEN'S LEAGUES 


PREMIER DIVISION - ROUND 14 
Cranbourne A 5 - Essendon A 0 
Endeavour United 0 - Manningham 5 
Westvale v Heidelberg United - no result received 
Keilor Park - bye 
South Melbourne ~bye 

Table - Cranbourne A 30, Manningham 27, Keilor 
Park 22, Westvale 14, South Melbourne 13, Essendon A 
11, Heidelberg United 0, Endeavour United 0. 


ROUND 15 FIXTURES 
Sunday August 1 
South Melbourne v Westvale 
Heidelberg United v Endeavour United 
Keilor Park v Cranbourne A 
Essendon A - bye 
Manningham - bye 


DIVISION 1 - ROUND 14 
Cranbourne B 3 - Endeavour Hills 0 
Ballarat Strikers v Knox County - no result received 
Waverley Taipans v Seaford United - no result received 
Newborough/Yallourn - bye 
Yarraville Glory - bye 
Table - Cranbourne B 31, Newborough/Yallourn 19, 
Yarraville Glory 17, Knox County 14, Endeavour Hills 
12, Seaford United 11, Waverley Taipans 7, Ballarat 
Strikers 3, 


ROUND 15 FIXTURES 
Sunday August 1 
Yarraville Glory v Waverley Taipans ” 
Newborongh/Yallourn v Ballarat Strikers 
Knox County v Cranbourne B 


Endeavour Hills - bye 
Seaford United - bye 


DIVISION 2 NORTH-WEST - 
ROUND 14 
Brunswick City 4- Essendon B 0 
Brimbank v Fairfield Falcons A - no result received 
Ballarat City 4 - Calder Strikers 0 
Mill Park v Laverion Park - no result received 
Thornbury United 3 - Eltham North 3 
Table - Ballarat City 35, Laverton Park 28, 
Brunswick City 28, Brimbank 27, Eltham North 25, 
Calder Strikers 20, Fairfield Falcons A 14, Essendon B 
9, Mill Park 7, Thornbury United 1. 


ROUND 15 FIXTURES 
Sunday August 1 
Eltham North v Mill Park 
Essendon B v Thombury United 
Laverton Park v Ballarat City 
Calder Strikers v Brimbank 
Fairfield Falcons A v Brunswick City 


DIVISION 2 SOUTH-EAST - 
ROUND 14 
Carringbush 5 - Monbulk 0 
Bentleigh Greens 10- South Wantirna 0 
Frankston Pines 1 - Gippsland Falcons 3 
Monash University - bye 
Monbulk - bye 
Table - Bentleigh Greens 33, Carringbush 25, 
Gippsland Falcons 21, Springvale City 20, Monash 
University 9, South Wantima 8, Monbulk 7, Frankston 
Pines 0. 


ROUND 15 FIXTURES 
Sunday August 1 
Monash University v Frankston Pines 
Springvale City v Bentleigh Greens 
South Wantima v Carringbush 
Gippsland Falcons - bye 
Monbulk - bye 


DIVISION 3 NORTH-WEST - 
ROUND 14 
Deakin University v Maribyrnong United - no result 
received 
Pascoe Vale v Melton - no result received 
La Trobe University 2 - Fairfield Falcons B 3 
Diamond Valley United 0- North Reservoir 4 
Melbourne Raiders - bye 
Table’- North Reservoir 36, Melton 28, Melbourne 
Raiders 24, Fairfield Falcons B 19, Pascoe Vale 15, La 
‘Trobe University 14, Deakin University 10, Diamond 
Valley United-6, Maribymong United 2. 


ROUND 15 FIXTURES 
Sunday August 1 
North Reservoir v Fairfield Falcons B 
Maribymong United v Diamond Valley United 
La Trobe University v Pascoe Vale 
Melbourne Raiders v Deakin University 
Melton - bye 


DIVISION 3 SOUTH-EAST - 
‘ROUND 10 
East Bentleigh 2- Crystal United 2 
Box Hill Inter = Melbourne University 1 
Monash Gryphon 0 Sandringham City 0 
Hampton Park - bye 
Table - Hampton Park 21, Box Hill Inter 20, Monash 
Gryphon 12, Melbourne University 11, Sandringham 
City 6, East Bentleigh 4, Crystal United 4. 


ROUND 11 FIXTURES 
August 1 
Sandringham City v Box Hill Inter 
Melbourne University v East Bentleigh 
Hampton Park v Monash Gryphon 
Crystal United - bye 


PROVISIONAL LEAGUE 


DIVISION 1 - ROUND 16 
Templestowe Eagles 4 - North Sunshine Eagles 2 
Dandenong 1 - Monbulk. t 
Brunswick City 8 - Springvale Condors 1 
Endeavour United 3 - Mitcham United 1 
Morwell Pegasus 3 - Sydenham Park 2 
Riversdale I - South Caulfield 1 

Table - Endeavour United 43, Morwell Pegasus 38, 
Brunswick City 35, Sydenham Park 29, Riversdale 25, 
Mitcham United 21, Templestowe Eagles 17, North 
Sunshine Eagles 16, Monbulk 14, Dandenong 10, South 
Caulfield 10, Springvale Condors 6. 


ROUND 17 FIXTURES 
Saturday July 31 
South Caulfield v Morwell Pegasus 
Sydenham Park v Endeavour United 
North Sunshine Eagles v Riversdale 
Mitcham United v Brunswick City 
Springvale Condors v Dandenong 
Monbulk v Templestowe Eagles 


DIVISION 2 NORTH-WEST - RD 16 
Elwood City 1 - Meadow Park 0 
Ballarat 3 - South Yarra 2 
Somerton City 8 - Keon Park 1 
Hoppers Crossing 3 - University of Melbourne 0 
Broadmeadows United 1 - Mill Park 1 
‘Melbourne University 1 - Glenroy 3 
‘Table - Hoppers Crossing 37, Glenroy 37, Elwood 
City 32, Somerton City 30, University of Melbourne 26, 
Ballarat 25, Mill Park 19, Broadmeadows United 19, 
Melbourne University 16, South Yarra 9, Keon Park 9, 
Meadow Park 7. 


ROUND 17 FIXTURES 
Saturday July 31 
Glenroy v Broadmeadows United 
Mill Park v Hoppers Crossing 
Meadow Park v Melboume University 
University of Melbourne v Somerton City 
Keon Park v Ballarat 
South Yarra v Elwood City 


DIVISION z SOUTH-EAST - RD 16 
Brandon Park 0 - Newborough/Yallourn 1 
Clayton 1 - Heatherton United 
Dandenong Inter 0 - Braeside United 6 
Noble Park 2 - Dingley City 3 
Doveton 2.- Waverley Wanderers 1 
Ashburton 3 - Monash University 3 

Table - Waverley Wanderers 35, Doveton 35, 
Clayton 35, Dingley City 26, Heatherton United 24, 
Newborough/Yallourn 23, Brandon Park 20, Braeside 
United 18, Ashburton 16, Monash University 15, 
Dandenong Inter 12, Noble Park 11. 


ROUND 17 FIXTURES 
Saturday July 31 
Monash University v Doyeton 
Waverley Wanderers v Noble Park 
Newborough/Yalloum v Ashburton 
Dingley City v Dandenong Inter 
Braeside United v Clayton 
Heatherton United v Brandon Park 


DIVISION 3 NORTH-WEST - RD 16 
Northern United 0 - Brimbank City 1 
Flemington Falcons 3 - La Trobe University 1 
Whittlesea United 0 - Keilor United 0 
West Preston 0 - North Glenroy 6 
Watsonia Heights 1 - Darebin United 1 
North Reservoir 1 - Brimbank 1 

Table - Whiitlesea United 40, North Glenroy 34, 
Darebin United 28, Keilor United 25, Brimbank 25, 
Brimbank City 23, Flemington Falcons 21, La Trobe 
University 19, North Reservoir 18, Watsonia Heights 14, 
Northern United 14, West Preston 9. 


ROUND 17 FIXTURES 
Sunday August 1 
Brimbank v Watsonia Heights 
Darebin United v West Preston 
Brimbank City v North Reservoir 
North Glenroy v Whittlesea United 
Keilor United v Flemington Falcons 
La Trobe University v Northem United 


DIVISION 3 SOUTH-EAST - RD 16 
Ivanhoe United 0 - Endeavour Hills 0 
Beaumaris 2 - Noble Park United 1 
Newport United I - Thornbury United 3 
Rowville Eagles 1 - Old Camberwell Grammar 1 
Collingwood City 4 - Parkmore 0 
Moreland United 2 - North Caulfield 3 

Table - Noble Park UNited 33, North Caulfield 32, 
Moreland United 32, Endeavour Hills 28, Collingwood 
City 26, Thornbury United 22, Ivanhoe United 21, 
Rowville Eagles 20, Old Camberwell Grammar 18, 
Beaumaris 14, Parkmore 9, Newport United 7, 


ROUND 17 FIXTURES 
‘Sunday August 1 
North Caulfield v Collingwood City 
Parkmore v Rowville Eagles 
Endeavour Hills v Moreland United 
Old Camberwell Grammar v Newport United 
‘Thombury United v Beaumaris 
Noble Park United v Ivanhoe United 


PREMIER LEAGUE TO GO 
RIGHT DOWN TO THE WIRE 


A= taking a week off, the Premier League ABSW. PREMIER 


resumes on the weekend with the 


ae oe and two relegation spots yet to LE AGUE EXPERT'S 
All but four sides (Sunshine, Westvale, Bentleigh SELECTIONS 


and Fawkner) have something to play four in the 
remaining three rounds. 

Green Gully are inthe box seat to take the tite for 
the firsttime since 1983, 

After trailing Port Melbourne for much of the 
season, the Cavaliers enjoy a three point lead and an 
easier run home than their rivals for the 
chanpowt, Pot Mabou and Pres Grd ees Bah 

This coming Monday night, they host the already KSpang yale WE) 
relegated Sunshine Georgies. They then travel to 
Altona Magic before finishing at home Kevig ee ny 
aga Soa oanes (Bentleigh Greens) 


The turning point in Gully's Tae 
| aaa socio cman Goalkeeper of the Year - Chris Roche 


Milan Ninovic 
Gold Medal - Zlatko Mihajlovic 
(Springvale W.E.) 
Goalkeeper of the Year - Lupce Acevski 
(Preston Lions) 


(South Dandenong) 
a 7-Oiwan\overithe Sharks z0)round Under-21 Player of the Year - Roddy 
: pre Vargas 
The Cavaliers were stil behind on 
peta (Port Melbourne) 
in succession for the Sharks coupled mercivaniweder 
TQROEL CS enon Gold Medal - Brandon Vassallo 
Port, unlike the Cavaliers, have a tougher finish to (Green Gully Cavaliers) 
| the campaign: This week’ they are away/to/Preston, Goalkeeper of the Year - Lupce Acevski 


then at home to South Dandenong before ending the 


Ae ea (Preston Lions), 
season with a tnp to ulleen. Under-21 Player of the Year - Sasa Ognenovski 
Down at the bottom, things are less clear. (preston lions) 


Sunshine and’ Westvale are already relegated but 
just who will accompany them remains a mystery. 

Melbourne Raiders, though in sixth spot, can still 
be relegated. Bulleen and St Albans are not safe 
either. 

And the two Altona sides — Magic and East — 
can still find themselves in deep trouble, 

Below are the remaining three games for each side 
with something left to play for. 


GREEN GULLY PORT MELBOURNE 
Rnd 24v Sunshine (H) _v Preston (A), 

Rnd 24v AltonaM. (A) v Sth Dandenong (H) 
Rnd 26vSt Albans (H) —_-v Bulleen (A) 


PRESTON MELB. RAIDERS 
Rnd 24-v Port Melb. (H) —_-v Altona M. (H) 

Rnd 25 v Bulleen (A), Vv St Albans (A), 

Rnd 26 v Westvale (H) vy Sth Dandenong (A) 


BULLEEN ST ALBANS 

Rnd24y AltonaE.(A) _ v Sth Dandenong (A) 
Rnd 25vPreston(H) _v Melb. Raiders (H) cea 
Rnd 26 y Port Melb (H) _v Green Gully (A) Harty Karl 


ALTONA MAGIC ALTONA EAST Ivan Perkov 

Rnd 24 v Melb. Raiders (A) v Bulleen (H) Gold Medal - Harry Karl 

Rnd 25 v Green Gully (H)_v Westvale (A) (St Albans Saints) 

Rnd 26 Fawkner (A), _v Springvale W.E. (H) Goalkeeper of the Year - Lupce Acevski 


(Preston Lions) 
SPRINGVALE W.E. STH DANDENONG Under-21 Player of the Year - Ivan Razov 
Rnd 24 Fawkner (A) —_v St Albans (H) (St Albans Saints) 
Rnd 25 vBentleigh(H) _v Port Melb. (A) 
Rnd 26v AltonaE.(A) —_v Melb, Raiders (H) George Koukerls 
Gold Medal - Warren Spink 
race for this years Gold Medal is wide open (Preston Lions) 
according to ABSW's Premier League experts, Goalkeeper of the Year - Lupce Acevski 
Melbourne Raiders’ George Joleyski won the last (Preston Lions) 
two medals but this year, he is unlikely to make ita Under-21 Player of the Year - Cameron Pino 
hat-trick. (Bentleigh Greens) 
Nick Tsaltas and Warren Spink have enjoyed 
fantastic seasons and Zlatko Mihajlovic has been a Dwyght Tuffnell 
lone hand at Springvale White Eagles. Gold Medal - Nick Tsaltas 
Brandon Vassallo and Harry Micheil also figure in (Port Melbourne) 
the experts selections, : Goalkeeper of the Year -Lupce Acevski 
Below are the ABSW expert selections for this (Preston Lions) 


years awards, as well as the ABSW Premier League  _Under-21 Player of the Year - Roddy Vargas 
team of the season. (Port Melbourne) 
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(Bulleen), Chris Roche (South Dandenong), 


GOALKEEPER 
Lupce Aceyski 
(Preston) 
DEFENDERS 
Roddy Vargas 
(Port Melbourne) 
Frank Tramontana Zoran Markoyski Harry Micheil 
(Fawkner) (Green Gully) (Bentleigh Gr.) 
MIDFIELD 
George Tzirtis Brandon Vassallo Nick Cuculeski 
(Port Melboume) (Green Gully) (Melb. Raiders) 
Zlatko Mihajlovie 
(Springvale W.B.) 
STRIKERS 
Harry Karl Nick Tsaltas 
(St Albans) (Port Melbourne) 
Subs: Warren Spink (Preston), Toni Trifunov (Altona Magic), Ivan Duzel (Fawkner), Paul Della Rocca 


ROUND 23 


Westvale 0 - Fawkner Blues 3 (Bordignon, Emmanuele, Tramontana) 


P 
Green Gully Cavaliers 23 
Port Melbourne Sharks. 23 
Preston Lions 23 
Bentleigh Greens 23 
Fawkner Blues 23 
Melbourne Raiders 23 
Bullen Inter Kings 2B 
St Albans Saints 23 
‘Altona Magic 2B 
Altona East Phoenix 23 
Springvale White Eagles 2B 
South Dandenong, B 
‘Westvale 23 
Sunshine Georgies B 


ROUND 24 FIXTURES 
Saturday July 3 


wIAUQAueIHMEAanEID 


Sunday August 1 
Preston Lions v Port Melboume Sharks - kick off 3pm at Goodyear Stadium 
Altona East Phoenix v Bulleen Inter Kings - kick off 3pm at Paisley Park 
Bentleigh Greens v Westvale - kick off Spm at Kingston Heath Reserve 
Fawkner Blues v Springvale White Eagles - kick off Spm at Smith Reserve 


Monday August 2 
Green Gully Cavaliers v Sunshine Georgies - kick off 8.15pm at Green Gully Reserve 


Melboume Raiders v Altona Magic - kick off 8.15pm at Epping Soccer 
Stadium 


Bulleen Inter Kings 3 (Gnjidic 2, Babic) - Bentleigh Greens 3 (Kotsovolos 2, Drakos) 


South Dandenong v St Albans Saints - kick off Spm at George Andrews Reserve 


G 
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Abbotsford Road, Mayne, Queensland 4006 


‘oranbah Soccer Club near Mackay in North 

Mewes ‘was where a young five year 
old Brad Ditton started his football career. 

Having been born in Lismore but moving to 


six years with the Moranbah Hawks, 

‘A move to Mackay when 11 found him 
pulling on the boots at the Wanderers club 
for a couple of seasons and then to 
Brisbane and the Queensland 
‘Academy of Sport under coach Jim 
Selby. 

‘A highlight at the age of 13 
was meeting Pele at Perry 
Park in Queensland, 

“It was exhilarating to 
meet the best there ever 
‘was in the world,” Ditton 

recalls. 

“At the time I was overawed being in his presence and kicking a few balls 
with him.” 

Queensland coach Bruce Stowell was suitably impressed with the red- 
headed player when Ditton was in the Queensland U1S's, Stowell mentioned 
him to AIS coach Ron Smith, 

Smith must have been impressed as well because Ditton moved to 
Canberra and spent the next two and a half years with Smith, 

Av the AIS, Ditton played for the Australian Youth team on many occa- 
sions and travelled overseas with the team to South America, Malaysia and 
Europe. 

Of the trip to Holland, Denis Berkcamp figures prominently in Ditton's 
memory, 

“I remember playing against Berkcamp in a game when he scored a 
screamer," Ditton said, 

"He passed about six players on his way to goal." 


After the AIS Ditton returned to Queensland and was picked up by “ 


Brisbane United who were being, coached by Miron Bleiberg. 

At the demise of United, Ditt’s as he is commonly called, signed a two 
year deal with the Strikers where he played until going overseas, 

In seeking to further his soccer career, Ditton travelled to the UK and tri- 
aled with English first division team Oldham but after eight months and no 
surf, homesick set in and the call of Queensland beaches was too strong. 

Ditton returned home, signed again with the Strikers and was part of the 
team in the 96/97 season under player/coach Frank Farina, however he 
missed out on playing in that grand final. He had undergone an ankle recon- 
struction and watched the game from the stands. 

“It was bard to take sitting that one out,” Ditton said. 

*Suill, it was good to be-a part of that season, it was an incredible year." 

It was during this time that Ditton attended TAFE and acquired a Diploma 
of Recreation that led to his current job. ei 

A partnership with Nicole Donnelley saw the formation of their own busi- 
ness as personal trainers. Working out of the Healthworks Gym at 
Beenleigh, the business has exceeded all expectations. 

“We've been going three years now and this year has been the busiest,” 
Ditton said. 

“Ididn’'t expect it to be so good, itreally has caught us off guard.” 

For the past two seasons, Ditton has been playing with Brisbane team 
Rochedale Rovers. Last year they made the grand final but lost to Brisbane 
Lions 1-0, However this season, things are looking brighter for Ditton and 
the Rovers. : 

“J think we are going to win our first ever premiership,” Ditton said. 


OOO LEAGUE 

PWD ULF A D Pts 
Kochedale Rov 2214 2 6 51 32 19 44 
Gold Coast 2210 9 3 43 31 12 39 
‘Taringa Rovers 2111 4 6 38 21 17 37 
Brisbane Lions 2211 4 7 46 54 12 37 
TPSW Knights. 2110 5 6 3225 9 35, 
Brisbane City 2110 35 8 37 28 9 33 
Bunderberg Waves 226 5 1132 36 4 23 
Wynnum 22 5 3 1432 54 22 18 
Toowoomba Utd 21 4 6 11 20 45 -23 18 
Mt Gravatt 22 4 5 1330 59 -29 17 

ROUND 22 SCORES 

IPSW KNIGHTS ++e-.3 Mt Gravatt 0 
Gold Coast . 2 Rochedale Rov . 2 
Brisbane Lions . . 6 Wynnum .... na) 
Bunderberg Waves ......0 Taringa Rovers . Al 


Brisbane City v Toowoomba Utd - Washed out 


‘Queenslasid when only three, Ditton spent some 


PERRY PARK 


Brad Ditton ... A major part of the Rochedale Rovers. 


“It will be an honour to be part of the club's history if it happens and I am 
sure it will,” 

Although he enjoys a good work-out at the gym, this tough soccer player 
is a romantic at heart and loves nothing better than candJelit dinners, He has 
two things he would like to achieve in the near future. 

"I really want to play for the Strikers again,” Ditton said. 

“Also I would like to get married and be happy." 


foach John Ogden is confident Taringa Rovers can stay in the 
Queensland premier league title chase despite the immediate loss of 
striker Andrew Packer to Melbourne national league club, Carlton. 

Packer signed with Carlton last Friday after he and fellow Taringa striker 
Des Hughes trialled with the club last week. 

Packer, one of the success stories at Taringa, had a brief stint with 
Brisbane Strikers in the national league but Carlton beat the local side to the 
punch in signing the promising 18-year-old for the next national league sea- 
son. 

‘Taringa missed Packer's services in their 1-nil win over Bundaberg Waves 
‘on Saturday night, but Ogden still believes he has a potent strike force, 

"We still have a forward line of Richard Hilli, Ben Wood and Des 
Hughes," Ogden said. 

However, Hughes also is being courted by Carlton which would be a 
major blow for Taringa and the Brisbane Strikers if he too flew the coup. 

"They're also interested in Des but Carlton are looking at three others 
players for Des’ position,” Ogden said. 

"This is what Taringa is all about getting young players into national 
league clubs." 


QUEENSLAND KESULTS TABLES 


DIVISION ONE NORTH 


PWOD ULF A D Pts 
North Star 1812 2 4 47 22 25 38 
Pine Rivers Utd 2011 3 6 37 21 16 36 
Albany Creek ~ 1810 5 3 40 25 15 35 
Eastem Subs 179 5 3 37 24 13 32, 
Uni of Qld 20 9 2 9 38 39 -1 29 
Newmarket 18 7 5 6 3029 1 26 
The Gap 18 5 2 1131 49 -18 17 
Grange Thistle 18 5 5 1018 45 -25 14 
Mitchelton 19 1 3 1516 42 26 6 
ROUND 22 SCORES 
Uni of Qld ...--.....- +4 5 Pine Rivers Utd .........! 2 
Albany Creek - BYE 
WASHED OUT 
Mitchelton v Grange Thistle 
The Gap v Eastern Subs 
North Star v Newmarket 


Tel: 07 3252 5327 


Fax: 07 3252 1137 


cross to the far post from Wood after Taringa broke quickly down the right 
flank. 

The game miraculously went ahead after being put back an hour follow- 
ing a torrential downpour mid-afternoon in Bundaberg on Saturday. 

“The ground was underwater at 3pm and the game was put back an hour 
to allow it to drain," Ogden said. 

"It was still very slushy but all the surface water had disappeared by the 
time we kicked off." 

After the loss of Packer, who leaves this week with Carlton on a pre-sea- 
son tour of China, Ogden is pinning his faith on Hilli after his recent return 
to form. 

"Richard has been playing in the reserves because his form wasn't the best. 
but he's come good in the last two matches against Brisbane City and 
Bundaberg," Ogden said, 

Bundaberg, who are out of semi-final contention, were in the game 
although they trailed at half-time, according to Ogden, 

"Bundaberg had a good 20 minute period in the first half, but after the 
break I thought we dominated and should have scored more,” he said. 

Taringa, who have suffered from missed opportunities in recent weeks, hit 
the woodwork four times in the game with young midfielder Scott Robinson 
hitting the upright three times while Hughes hit the crossbar with another 
attempt, 

“We probably needed one of those to go in to ease the pressure but we're 
creating chances and one day they'll go in,” Ogden said, 

‘Taringa's win leaves them in third place, ahead of fourth placed Brisbane 
Lions on goal differences following their 6-2 rout over Wynnum. 

Lions' striker Warren Allen, who got married last week, produced an 
inspired performance setting up all three Lions' first half goals before netting 
‘a second half double himself. 

Allen was outstanding breaking down the left flank in the opening half 
firing in a perfect cross for Vedran Becirbegovic to open the scoring with a 
10th minute header. 

Wynnum got back to level terms in the 27th minute through Owen 
Filewood before the Lions went to the break with a 3-1 lead after two late 
goals within four minutes from striker Greg Di Losa. 

Allen got the first of his double three minutes after the resumption send- 
ing the homeside to a 4-1 lead before Wynnum hit back in the 50th minute 
when striker Scott Rocker scored. 

Lions’ midfielder Steve Starr gave his side an unassailable 5-2 lead in the 
80th minute’ before Allen capped off his remarkable game with Lions’ sixth 
goal two minutes from time. 

At the Gold Coast, league leaders Rochedale shared the points in a 
thrilling 2-all draw with second placed Gold Coast, Mt Gravatt continue to 
find the premier league hard going losing 3-nil to Ipswich while rain washed 


DIVISION ONE SOUTH 
PWODULFA D Pts 
Rocklea Utd 1913 3 3 57 26 31 42 
Capalaba 1913 1 5 54 20 14 40 
Souths Utd 1710 3 4 45 20 25 35 
Slacks Creek 198 5 64341 2 29 
Inala City 18 7 2 9 29 45 -16 25 
Beenleigh 186 4 8 54358 -4 22 
Redlands Utd 19 6 3 1026 40 -14 21 
Olympic Utd 18 6 0 1230358 8 18 
Acacia Ridge 19 2 3. 1418 46 -28 9 

ROUND 22 SCORES 
ALL MATCHES WASHED OUT 
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AC Milan are returning 
back to the glory days 
of the early 905 anc 
now they have added 
to their team with the 
signing of Andryi 
Shevchenko()), For 
more ftalian news, 
turn to page 23, 


5 
Peter Schmelchel has started training for 
Sporting Lisbon during the week and the 
Dane seems relaxed with the new location. 
For more European news, turn to page 25. 
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PH: 06 260 4000 FAX: 06 260 4999) 


— higher rates for mobile public 


telephones) 
By Graham Cooke 


TANZEY'S MISSION 
— BEYOND 2000 


anberra’s Chris Tanzey leads a 

new generation of Australian 

female soccer players this week 
on a mission aimed beyond the 2000 
Olympics to the 2003 World Cup and 
through the first decade of the 21st 
Century. 

The team he is taking to an eight- 
nation tournament in Iceland beginning 
next month is nominally under 21 but in 
fact is much younger. 

"We could have included seven 
members of the current senior squad, but 
we decided that no-one who went to the 
World Cup in the United States would go 
on this trip,” he said. 

"As a result we've got a number of 
very young players. Some of them are 
going overseas for the first time. 

"Many people can't understand why we 
are not taking our strongest possible line- 
up to Iceland, but if Australia is to win 
any of the major tournaments we have to 
develop strength in depth. 

“Quite frankly, results are not the most 
important thing in this competition — our 
aim is to build up experience among the 
players who will be knocking on the first- 
team door in a year or two; to get more 
through the system, 

“Having said that, we are not going all 
the way to Iceland just for the trip. The 
other countries will find us very 
competitive.” 

He said it was a tribute to Australia's 
standing in women’s soccer that only they 
and senior world champion United States 
had been invited to a tournament which 
was otherwise restricted to Scandinavian 
and Norther European countries. 

Tanzey has come a long way from the 


days when he was in charge of Canberra 
City in the ACT Premiership. For years 
the former apprentice with English club 
Liverpool battled along in part-time 
positions in soccer, making do with slim 
and sometimes non-existent resources, 

"T don't miss it, but in many ways it 
was a good grounding. It teaches you to 
take nothing for granted," he said. "When 
eventually I got a full-time position as 
head coach of the ACT Academy, it was 
ikea release, 

At last I was able to put all my ideas 
into practice," 

That has continued as deputy to 
Australian coach Greg Brown, with 
special responsibility for the youth squad, 

He follows a fine ACT tradition: Clive 
Mackillop, Steve Darby and Tom 
Sermanni have all taken charge of 
national women's teams while living in 
Canberra. 

Australian women ate used to breaking 
new ground — the Matildas caused a stir 
by touring North Korea as part of their 
World Cup warm-up — but Tanzey 
agrees that Iceland will be an experience. 

“Apparently they're not having a good 
summer there, with the temperature 
around 10°C, so with a camp in Canberra 
before we go, we won't have any trouble 
getting acclimatised," he said. 

"Then we usually take away CDs of 
whale music to sooth the players at night. 
Someone joked that we could open the 
windows there and listen to them live." 

‘Australia's final warm-up game will be 
against the senior Iceland team on July 
30, The tournament proper begins on 
August 2. 


Ivan Cengic 


‘ith most local soccer attention 

focussed on a gripping contest 

for the ACT Premiership, a 
gone largely ignored. 

Although the O'Connor Knights club has 
been in existence just two years, they are 
currently undefeated and sitting on top of the 
table. The reserve grade outfit also heads 
their competition, 

Not since the dramatic entry of Capital 
City Suns on to the local scene in 1997 has 
there been such a swift impact by a 
newcomer, 

‘O'Connor Knights have the backing of the 
Australian-Croatian Club in O'Connor which 
until recently had been content to leave the 
soccer aspects of Croatian life in the ACT to 
the Canberra Deakin Club, supporter of the 
long-established Premier Division One side. 

That changed with the arrival of Ivan 
Cengic at the beginning of the 1998 season. 
He has been in Canberra since 1985 after j 
leaving Croatia where he had played for a 
second division club, | 

After trialing with Monaro he signed for 
Deakin, and played three premiership 
seasons, but he was already considering a 
career in coaching. 

His original plan was to enter a single 
team in ACT State League Division One, but 
at the request of Soccer Canberra, filled a 
vacancy in Premier Division Two which 
meant fielding firsts and reserves, 


RINMICOLALIS? 


CHARGE 


RAISES 


QUESTIONS 


Despite the late change in plans, the 
Knights still managed fifth out of eight teams 
in their debut season. 

‘This time they are the runaway leaders, 
and have collected one of the biggest 
followings in local competition, 

Among Canberra personalities who 
support the club are leading lawyer Bernard 
Collaery and Sports Minister Bill Stefaniak, 

The playing staff includes exciting 
midfielder Tony Radic and stopper Dominic 
Matic, both of whom will have trials with 
Ericsson Cup club Sydney United in the next 
few weeks. 


Marko Perinovic, Belconnen United's 
veteran striker, who returned to form 
recently with a hat-trick in the ACT 
Premiership match against 
Queanbeyan City. 


at iz 


"Radic will also trial with Bochum, which 
is a second division club in Germany,” 
Cengic said. 

He is pleased with the progress made by 
Steven Rezo "a striker with speed to burn", 

With this kind of playing talent on board it 
is no wonder the Knights are odds-on 
favourites for the second division 
championship, The club's long-term future is 
less clear. 

Automatic promotion and relegation 
between the two Premier divisions was 
abandoned during the off-season, and the 
Knights must apply to go up - if that is what 
they want, 

“They must decide soon — if they do 
‘want to join the top league I will be a part of 
their plans," Cengic said, 

But the Knights’ promotion coutd be 
opposed by Canberra Deakin, who may see a 
second Croatian team in the Premiership as a 
dilution of support and resources, That will 
be an issue taken into consideration by 
Soccer Canberra if it comes to a vote, 

‘Whatever the future, one thing is certain 
— Ivan Cengic is aiming for the top and 
won't be satisfied until he gets there. 


Perinovic, a local product, has had along 
‘career which also includes Canberra City, 
Canberra Cosmos Sydney Olympic and 
Gippsland Falcons in the NSL, and 
Canberra Deakin and Monaro inthe NSW, 


‘Superleague, 
‘Many people believe it was a mistake to 
allow him to leave the ACT for Gippsland 
lust summer, at atime when the Cosmos 
was desperately short-of strike power, 


ungahlin Juventus’ slide into. ACT Prestier 
Oblivion continued with a 3-0 loss to Canberra 
Deakin at Jamison Oval on Sunday, 

‘The result ends any realistic hopes Juventus may haye 
‘entertained of scrambling into a finals position — an 
incredible fall for the club which won six matches on the trot 
and were challenging for top spot in the first half of the 
season. i 

Deakin, their own ran of bad results ended ‘by this game, 
‘wil sti think they are a top-four possibility, but their task is 
‘an enermous|one, especially as the five’ teams above them 
‘continue to harvest points, 

‘Three of them woo and the first versus second contest 
‘between Monaro and Weston Crock Royals, onded in a 
sbrilling 33 daw at Woden Park. 

Deakin co-coach, Bernie Lastica said that even at half 
‘me, withthe score at 0-0, be had felt confident of awin, 

“Ltald the players they had let themselves down with the: 
chances they missed in frst half,” he said. "As soon as we 
scored the resalt was notin doubt.” 

‘Bosh teams had early opportunities to take the lead, With 
seven minpies gone Craig Rankine set up a Juventus attack, 
‘Aidan Griffiths crossed, only for Luke Morgan (0 bangle a 
simple shot with the Deakin defence in confusion, 

‘Three minutes later, a penetrating run by Deakin's Zoran 
Glavinic:set up Vince Bodo, who. blazed over the bar from 
close range. 

Deakia's appeals for a penalty were ignored after Marcel 
‘Munoz-went over in a clash with Steye Kemp, then Juventus’ 
‘best player, defender Anthony Rinaudo, shot, over the bar in. 
play following a comer. 

‘The breakthrough came in the Sst minute, Ben Deighan 
heading home from a comer, Pauf Ivanic made it 2-0 at the 
end of a smart Deakin counter-attack, and in stoppage time 
‘Munoz got-on the end of Mark Dyikic's cross to complete 
Juventus’ aRernoon of woo. 

‘Lustica admitted that achieving s top-four place was going 


toe difficult, "But we've narrowed the pap to just four points 
‘outside the four, so Wwe live in hope.” 

Tn one of the most enthralling games of the season, Weston 
Creek scored two goals in the last seven minutes to snatch a 3- 
3 dmw with league leaders Monaro, Both coaches accused 
their players of "going to sleep" for crucial periads, Monaro's 
scorers were John Rakic (2) and Darryl North; Peter Hader, 
‘Actian Parcagalli and Nabel Adhami replied for Royals, 
Belconnen United, with goals from Matt Whyte, Scott 
Manson, Adrian Doviling and Craig, Unwin, beat Bums Club 
4-0, exposing once again Burns’ lack of power up front -— 
they have scored just once in the lastfour garnes. 

‘No such problem with Capital City Suns, where four goals 
‘apiece from Tony Lemezina and Pat Phommuascisy paved the 
‘way toa 10-1 win over Queanbeyan City. 

‘Lemezina’s perfo Jeft Suns’ joint conch lan Shaw: 
almost lostfoc words, "He's a-magician. easily the best striker 
in Canbera,” be sail, 

Shane. Lyons and Hija Prenzoski completed the rout. 
‘Queanbeyan’s sole scorer was Goran Veljanovski, 

In the remaining match, Canberm Olympic continued to 
maintain pressure on the leaders with a 3-0 win over 
University of Canberra, scoring though Eltie Salloum, 
‘Njegosh Popovich and Pino Seminara. 


ACT PREMIER LEAGUE 
Division 1 
‘Weston Creck Royals . 


Capital City Suns. 
8 Belconnen United . 


Cenberta Olympic 13 
Canberm Deskin 13 
Gungalitin Juventus. 13 
Uniof Canberra 13 
Bums Cub. B 
‘Queanbeyan Gity 13 0 0 

‘Under 238; Weston Creck Royals 1 Monaro 1, Canberra 
Olympic 1 University of Canberca 3, Queanbeyan City 0 
Capital City Suns 9, Burns Club 0 Belconnen United 1, 
Gungahlin Juventus 3 Canberra Deakin 2, 

Points: University of Canberma 32, Belconnen United 30, 
Monaro 29, Weston Creek Royals 29, Canberra Olympic 23, 
Capital City Suns 17, Canberra Deakin 16, Gungahlin 
‘Taventus 13, Bums Club 12, Queanbeyan City 0.” 

Youth League (Cosmos Division); Weston Creck 2 
‘Monaro 2, Canberta Olympic 1 University of Canberra 5, 
Queanbeyan City 0 Capital City Suns 3, Burns Club 2 
Belconnen United 4, Guagahlin Juventus 3 Canberra Deakin 


Points: Belconnen United 39, University af Canberra 32, 
Gungahlin Juventus 27, Weston Creck Royals 26, Canberra 
Deakin 23, Monaro 14, Capital City Suns 14, Canberra 
Olympic 9, Bums Club 6, Queanbeyan City 5. 

Youth League (Rockets Division): Radford 1 Belconnen 
United 3, Belwest Foxes 0) mong United 3, 

Points: Tuggeranong United 38, Belconnen United 27, 
Belwest Foxes 17, Radford 12, Souther Spirit 12, Belsouth 6. 

Division 2 


O'Connor Knights 16 12 2 
Tuggeranong United 16 10 3 
ANU 165 4 


16 § 2 0 8 % 3 19 
Sabres 2 6 1 7 Ma 17 
Defence Academy 14 1 2 0 MM 12 45 7 

Reserves: ANU 2 Sabses 1, Belwest Foxes 2 Thggeranang, 
United 3, OConnor Knights 5 Cooma 0, 

Points: O'Connor Knights 41, Tuggeranong United 33, 
ANU 32 Belwest Foxes 30, White Ragles 25, Defence 
‘Academy 14, Sabres 11, Cooma-4, 


ACT STATE LEAGUE 

Division 3: Belconnen United 2 University of Canberra, 
ANU 5 Southern Spitit 0, Canberra City 3 Valley Blues 0, 
Burns Club 4 Ginninderra 2. 

Points: Belconnen United 33, Monaro 29, Ginninderra 27, 
‘Burns 25, ANU 22, Canberra City 18, University of Canberra 
12, Valley Blues 10, Southem Spirit4. 

Division 2: Belconnen United 1 University of Canberra 2, 
ANU 0 Tuggeranong United 2, Canberra City 0 Valley Blues: 
2, Burns Club 3 Ginninderra 1, 

Points: ANU 34, Belconnen United 31, Gungatilin 
Tuvents 28, University of Canberra 28, Buins Club 28, 
Ginninderra 23, Belwest Foxes 22, Tuggeranong United 11, 
Canberra City 10, Valley Blues 5. 

Division 3: University of Canberra IT 10-Canberm City 4, 

fuggeranong United 3 Defence Academy II 1, Belconnen 
United 9.ANU 3, 

Points: Harmonie 33, Weston Creek Royals 30, Valley 
Blues 27, Fyshwick 27, ANU 24, Belconnen United 22, 
University of Canberra UI 16, Defence Academy [ 14, 

ranong United 12, Defence: Academy Il 11, Canberra 
University of Canberra 0, 
vision 4: Trojans 5 ANU 1 1, University of Canberra 2 
Canberra City 0, Burns Club 1 ANU Il 2, Weston Creek 
Royals 4 Defence Academy 3. 

Points: Trojans 37, ANU 11 33, University of Canberra 1 
32, Harmonie 28, ANU 127, Weston Creek Royals 27, Bums 
19, University of Canberra JI 17, Valley Blues 12, Fyshwick 
8, Canberra City §, Deferice Academy 4. 
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SOCCER IN CHINA 
GETS A BOOST 


hina’s state-run women’s organization has 
set up a special fund to support the develop- 
ment of women's soccer in China. 

‘The “China Woman Football Development Fund", 
established by the All-China Women's Federation, has 
received 10 million yuan ($1.2 million) from the 
Prosperity Share Holding Co. Ltd., the first enterprise to 
donate to the fund. 

The fund will be used to improve the living and 
training conditions of the Chinese women's soccer team 
and expand domestic and international cooperation and 
exchanges in women's soccer. 

It will also issue regulations on the use of the soccer 
fund and establish a management committee composed 
of large donors, renowned public figures, experts and 
scholars, as well 25 outstanding athletes, coaches, and. 


A donations hotline has already been opened. 


it 
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He added that a lack of financial support had become. 
‘a major factor hindering the development of the sport in 
China and hoped the new fund would help promote the 
game. 

‘The United States won the World Cup final against 
China 5-4 on penalties last week before a roaring home 
crowd that included President Bill Clinton after the two 
sides battled to a scoreless draw. 

‘The All China Sports Federation, China's sports gov- 


ering body, estimated that up to 100 million Chinese 


watched the match even though it kicked off in the early 
hours of the morning here. 

Meanwhile, the China Sports Daily reported Monday 
that the professional Women’s 

‘Super League would need an additional four to five 
million yuan ($480,000-$600,000) to cover its expenses 
this season. 

League officials were actively trying to raise funds 


The Chinese team with American President Bill Clinton following their loss in the World Cup Final. 


"Women's football has gone through several periods 
of difficulty since it was developed in China more than 
a decade ago,” according to Ma Yuan'an, coach of the. 
national women's team which finished runners-up in the: 
FIFA Women's World Cup in Los Angeles earlier this 
month, 


following the success of the national team, it said. 


‘The three-year-old league, has traditionally recieved 
funding from clothing sponsorship, television rights to 
their games and the Li Ning Sporting Company, but 
have been forced to look elsewhere for additional funds: 


this year, the report said. 
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‘opes SE Olympic soccer coach Bobby 

Houghton of taking China to the 2000 

Sydney Games have been hit bythe draw 
which landed it in the same group as South Korea, 
Asia's long-time soccer power, 

‘After successfully guiding China's national team to a 
bronze medal finish at the Asian Games last December, 
the British coach has run out of luck. 

“South Korea, of course, has to be favored as the 
strongest team but beyond that there is not much point 
in speculating, especially on the Olympic level,” 
Houghton said, 

The Chinese Football Association hired the former 
Nottingham Forest coach as head coach of the national 
and Olympic sides 18 months ago with a mandate to 


qualify for the Olympics and the next World Cup, 

Houghton has guided Chinese national teams to 33 
wins against five losses but has not been able to shake 
off the self-doubt that lingers like a fog over China's 
soccer program. 

With the final round of Olympic qualifying set to 
begin in October, the time has come for his first big 
test. 

"The only problem is that because China has never 
qualified for the World Cup final or the Olympic finals, 
there is a fecling of negativity over how good the team 
can be,” he said. 

"The most important thing is that we must qualify 
and then maybe a little bit of the doubt can be 


tion time with South Korea in the recent Dunhill Cup in 
‘Vietnam, but lost in overtime, 

This has instilled some confidence in the players, 
even though the South Koreans have beaten China in 
the last 20-odd matches. 

Houghton has brought to China a coaching method 
centered on raising the physical, technical, tactical and 
mental aspects of the Chinese game, and stressing to the 
players the importance of integrating all four aspects. 

"The main thing for the Chinese is they have got to 
get all aspects of the game right. We have a team with 
good physical and technical ability, but that has to be 
matched with good preparation on the tactical and men- 
tal aspects," he said. 

For Houghton, this means spending time flying 
around China looking for new talent in Football League 
matches and then working a diverse team into a unit 
that plays as one. 

Houghton took over the Chinese side after Qi 
‘Wusheng was sacked following China's failure to reach 
the World Cup finals in France. 

He is the second foreigner to coach the Chinese 
team. Germany's Klaus Schlappner was sacked in 1993 
after the national side failed to make the 1994 World 
Cup finals in the United States. 

But the situation has changed, significantly since 
Schlappner left. The German had to break the players’ 
smoking habits, had no Chinese professional league to 
draw talent from and was obliged to overcome the prac- 


addressed.” 


draw for the final round of Asia Olympic quali- 
fiers, while the ultra-critical football press has 
accused the Asian Football Association of favor- 
ing Japan and South Korea, the two host nations 
of the 2002 World Cup. 

“My feeling is that China is as strong or 
stronger than any other team in the 
continent,"Houghton said, 

"As far as the players are concerned, I hope 
they believe, I think the players believe but not 
the whole of China and that’s a problem.” 

China's senior national team drew in regula- 


SHANGHAI FANS 
ANGRY AT UNITED 


occer fans in Shanghai voiced disappoint- 
ment as a Manchester United team devoid of 
nearly all its stars beat Chinese league lead- 

ers Shanghai Shenhua 2-0, 
"We've been cheated out of our money,” a teenage 


only inserted in injury time, 

Shenhua drew repeated roars from the strongly 
partisan crowd of 80,000 in the scoreless first half, 
engineering more scoring Opportunities and keeping 
pace with the English squad, 


Boy sporting a United jersey wih star midfielder 


David Beckham's name and number said after the 
hotly anticipated match, which sold out an unprece- 
dented five weeks in advance, 

“I came to see the team that won the treble, not 


this," he said refering to United's stunning perfor- | 


mance in winning the English premier league title, 
the FA Cup and European Cup in succession, 

Beckham stayed at home for rehabilitation of a 
hamstring injury after returning from his honey- 
moon with new wife Victoria "Posh Spice” Adams 
Offthe Spice Girls. 

‘Team manager Alex Ferguson was knighted by 
Queen Elizabeth II on the day of the game and 
could not make the trip. 

Regular captain Roy Keane, Norwegian defender 
Ronny Johnsen, England midfielder Paul Scholes | 
and defender Gary Neville also stayed at home to 
Tecuperate from off-season injuries. 

But Shanghai fans, who paid 60 to 500 yuan | 
(even to 60 dollars) a ticket for the match, were 
‘outraged to discover that Ryan Giggs did not play | a 
although he travelled to Shanghai. 


Star strikers Andy Cole and Teddy Sheringham | Hs PM nd 


played only one half each, and Dwight Yorke was 


United's Andy Cole gets past Liao of Shanghal 


But they could not convert any of their chances, 


and United went ahead in the 57th minute after a 
series of misses. Ole Gunnar Solskjaer beat goalkeep- 
er Ou Chuliang in a one-on-one charge with a deft 
tap at close range that rolled just inside the right post. 


Sloppy defensive play in the aren 12 minutes 
later saw an unmarked Sheringham collect a deflect- 
ced ball directly in front of the goal mouth and slam 
it into the back of the net. The goals drew lukewarm 
applause from the crowd. 

Before the game a number of fans said they were 
Keen to see how their league-leading Shenhua side 


4} would compare with United but most left dissatis- 


fied. 

“Shenhua played as well as they did and could 
have easily won or tied, but it didn't mean so much 
to me, because it wasn't the real Manchester United 
«» the team we see on television,” said aman who 
brought his seven-year-old son. 

Reports and rumours about Beckham's presence. 
‘on absence for the match had in recent weeks caused 
blackmarket prices for tickets to rise and fall wildly. 

United, who have legions of supporters through- 
‘out the world, aimed to capitalise on their phenome- 
nal recent successes by further promoting their 
‘brand’ during the tour of Australia and the Far East. 

‘The football world's richest and most glamorous 
club made 29.6 million pounds profit last year after 
excluding players’ transfer fees. 


Chinese soccer fans were greatly disheartened by the 


tive of placing burdensome rules on players’ off-field 
activities, 


IN BRIEF 


rystal Palace will use the 700,000 pounds sale of 
‘Chinese international Sun Jibai to pay outstanding 
player: wages, 

‘Sun, 23, is expected to agree personal terms with his for- 
mer ub Dalian Wanda and the procesds will make wip the 
shortfall that senior players have suffered since their wages 

‘wore capped in March, 

“The inove will’be worth mons than 40,000 pounds to the 
Tikes of Lee Bradbury, Kevin Miller and Craig Foster. But 
Steve Coppell's club will not ose any: of tho money to. the 
‘Football League, oyen though they owe other UK clubs 
‘{.Sinillion pounds:in unpaid transfer fees. 


Foster fs set to make more money after Sun Jital 
was released by Crystal Palace. 


hai star Kiatisak Senamnang has flown into 
Bangkok vowing to keep pursuing a professional 
-cateer despite being rejected by English premier- 
ship club Middlesbrough. 
"Lam not disappointed — I'm not very Sorry, but it is a 
pity,""he suldhas he retuned home after a two-week trial. 
“It'is my dream to play professional, 1 will make it one 


oe lesbrough assistant manager Viv Anderson said the 
club felt the 26-year-old striker: was “not quite right for the 


‘spell in a training: camp alongside stats like 
Paul Gascoigne and ‘Middlesough ‘smanager Bryan Robson 
oe boost his career and the fortunes of the Thai national 


ee Kiatisak, nicknamed "Zico” after the preat Brazilian, cap- 
tured ‘Thai hearts when he led the national team to gold at the 
Southeast Asian Games in Singapore six yeais ago. 
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US WOMEN VISIT 4 


WHITE 


resident Clinton marked "a moment of celebra- 

tion and a moment of sadness” welcoming the 

United States women’s national team to the 
White House and then pausing to remember John F. 
Kennedy Jr., his wife and her sister. 

The president and his wife, Hillary, and Vice President 
‘Al Gore and his wife, Tipper, joined hundreds of enthusi- 
astic fans on the South Lawn on a'sweltering day. 

Clinton saluted the team that beat China 5-4 on penal- 
ty kicks on July 10 
to win the Women's 
World Cup. He said 
they had "brought 
America to its feet, 
had us screaming 
our lungs out with 
pride and joy." 

"Their triumph 
has surely become 
‘America’s triumph," 
said Clinton, who 
attended the cham- 
pionship match at 
the Rose Bowl, "We. 
are all proud of 

them." 

Clinton opened his remarks by speaking of Kennedy, 
his wife, Carolyn Bessette Kennedy, and her sister, 
Lauren Bessette. 

"We all know this is both a moment of celebration and 
‘a moment of sadness for the United States,” the president 
said, adding: “Our thoughts and prayers are with the fam- 
ilies of John Kennedy and Carolyn and Lauren Bessette, 

"Tr is at times like this that we really stop to recognize 
that as big and diverse as our country is, we can come 
together as a national family,” he said. 

We can come together in sorrow or in joy if it reflects 
the values that we honor most. This is one of those 
moments.” 


Bill Cli 
converted soccer fan. 


ia Hamm, Brandi Chastain and the rest of the wom- 

en's World Cup team continued their New York: 
City tour with an appearance on the Late Show with 
David Letterman. 

The team postponed an appearance on Jay Leno's 
competing show because it felt obligated to appear on 
Letterman's program first. 

Letterman has given the women plenty of attention 


HOUSE 


since the World Cup tournament began, constantly refer- 
ring to them as “soccer mamas” and "babe city”, 

Hamm and Chastain were the only two players to be 
interviewed by the New York host. They were asked a 
variety of questions ranging from why there is extra time 
in soccer to the reasons for their absence on a Wheaties 
box. 

The segment, lasted about 15 minutes. It began with a 
standing ovation from the crowd and concluded with the 
rest of the team bringing out the World Cup trophy and 
joining their teammates. 

Letterman gave each player and coach Tony DiCicco.a 
voucher fora free dinner for two at the "21" restaurant in. 
midtown Manhattan. 

Hamm and Chastain, wearing yellow World Cup T- 
shirts and blue shorts, appeared at ease in front of 
Letterman, who has a reputation for making guests act 
uneasy. 

The host didn't pull many surprises during the seg- 
‘ment, although an exchange about goalkeeper Briana 
Scurry did entertain the crowd. 

"The spirit of the rule is that the goalkeeper can move 
laterally," Chastain said about Scurry moving before a 
penalty kick. 

“And sometimes, T think in this case, our goalkeeper 
maybe indicated she maybe had a litle too much spirit 
with that rule,” 

It was the team's second appearance in New York 
since its shootout victory over China in the title match, 
‘There was a midtown parade last week in its honor. 


¢ U.S, team arrived in Mexico for the FIFA 
Confederations Cup with coach Bruce Arena saying 
the Americans are a long shot. 

‘Arena conceded the first-round games against Brazil 
(July 28) and Germany (July 30) would be difficult. 

If the Americans are eliminated, Arena said Mexico 
would become his favorite to win the fourth edition of 
the tournament. 

Arena said the Americans would play an exhibition 
game this week against Egypt, which is in the tourna- 
ment's other group. 

‘The tournament is for the champions of each of soc- 
cers continental confederations. 

France, the World Cup champion, was invited but 
declined. 

‘The first three Conferations Cups were played in 
Saudi Arabia. 


o¢ 
eo 


a 


MLS 


MAJOR LEAGUE SOCCER 


cuadorian national team standout Ariel 
Be has transferred to Major League 

Soccer, the league announced in a record 
deal worth nearly $2 million, 

Graziani has not been assigned to one of MLS! 12 
clubs. The 28-year-old forward, who with Emelec led 
the Ecuadorian first division in scoring in 1996 and 
1997 with 28 and 24 goals respectively, is expected to 
get his team assignment early this week. 

His transfer fee, according to league sources, 
eclipses the previous high, about $1.4 million for 
Bolivian midfielder Marco Etcheverry of two-time 
Jeague champion D.C. United in MLS' first season. 

In MLS, all player contracts are negotiated and 
signed by the league, which pays the players out of a 
central fund. 

Major stars then are assigned to the various teams by 
the league's New York headquarters in the name of 
maintaining competitive balance. 

Only one club has any of its foreign player roster 
spots open — the New England Revolution, But with 
American international Joe-Max Moore and 
Venezuelan Giovanni Savarese on’ the Revolution ros- 
ter, itis unlikely Graziani would be sent there without a 
series of trades being arranged beforchund, 

Moore, who is third in the league in scoring with 10 
goals, has been seeking a transfer to the Fusion in 
‘Miami, where he has a home: 

Graziani is the second high-profile South American 
to transfer to MLS in the last 10 days. The New York- 
New Jersey MetroStars acquired Colombian forward 
Henry Zambrano on July 13, 

Like Zambrano, the Argentine-born and -raised 
Graziani is coming off the Copa America in Paraguay, 
where he scored one goal for Ecuador and was general 
ly regarded as its best player in the tournament. 

He spent last season with Morelia in the Mexican 
first division, scoring six goals in the Torneo Invierno 
— accounting for a quarter of the club's offense, and 
eight in the Torneo Verano, seventh best in the Teague, 

He played the previous Tomeo Verano for Veracruz 


Boy ARIEL SETS 
RECORD 
MLS DEAL 


in the Mexican first division, 

The MLS Competition Committee is expected to 
announce the assignment of Graziani to an MLS club 
this week, Graziani is scheduled to make his MLS 
debut in mid-August. 

“He's a pure goal scorer, plain and simple," said 
Kansas City Wizards defender Alexi Lalas, who along 
with Moore played on loan with Graziani at Emelec in 
1997. 

"He has a knack for scoring goals. He uses his speed 
and is a guy who will be able to withstand the physical 
punishment of MLS, He'll be a great addition to the 
league and whichever team he ends up with." 


| Ris NEL star Terry Smith has agreed a takeover 
package with the administrators of English third 
division Chester City. 

Smith, who played as a wide receiver for the New 
England Patriots, is heading a consortium that has 
ought the ailing club for an undisclosed sum. 

He has lived in England since the late 1908s and was 
formerly coach of the Manchester Spartans and British 
national American football teams. 

‘Smith plans to use the marketing skills and training 
methods he leaned in Manchester to fulfill his ambi- 
tion of lifting Chester into the first division within three 
‘years. His first task will be to increase a fan base of just 
2,500 people. 

“We want people to think this club is part of the 
‘community and will use ideas that worked in America 
to bring people to this club and then make them want to 
come back,” he said, 

Chester was on the point of going out of business 
last November when administrators were brought in. 
They had named the end of last season as the date by 
which they needed to find a buyer for the club. 

Chester's cash problems go back to the two seasons 
when it was forced to ground-share with Macclesfield 
while its new 6,000-capacity Deva Stadium was being 
built. 


BRAZIL HUMBLE GERMANY 


BRAZIL 


GERMANY 


fter a lackluster and highly defensive first 

half, a young Brazilian squad came together 

to play some brilliant soccer in the second 
half to beat Germany 4-0 in the opener of the 
Confederations Cup. 

The Brazilians seemed like two different teams, In the 
first, they were indecisive, and while they dominated the 
ball they couldn't seem to get off a clean shot. Forwards 
Ronaldinho and Christian repeatedly got tripped up as 
they advanced into the penalty box. 

The second half was another story. The Brazilians 

- played gracefully, as the young players following in the 
tradition of their idols with brilliant passing and ball- 
handling. 

"That was the strategy," said Alex, a 21-year-old who 
scored two of the four goals, 

"Come in with a team heavy on marking and in the 
second half to bring out a more offensive team.” 

“In the second hhalf we started out more rested and we 


took advantage of the Germans’ weariness," added coach - 


Wanderley Luxemburgo, 

The first goal came in minute 16 of the second half. 
An off-balance Ronaldinho headed the ball into the cen- 
ter of the field, and Ze Roberto shot a drive straight off 
‘goalie Jens Lehman's hands. 

Ten minutes later, German midfielder Michael 
Ballack tipped up forward Warley in the penalty box. 
Brazil's 19-year-old up-and-coming star, Ronaldinho, 
took the penalty. 


Lehmann blocked his shot to the left, but Ronaldinho: 
easily tapped in the rebound to the right. 

"Tm happy to have gotten a goal,” Ronaldinho said 
after the game, "I feel like I grew during this game, and I 
think Brazil will grow even more during this competi- 
tion." 

In minute 40, Warley centered to Alex, who headed 
the ball into the net to Lehman's right. Only three min- 
utes later, Alex dribbled the ball up the middle all lone, 
casily faking out Lehmann and tapping in his goal. 

Germany had few scoring opportunities, and most 
were shot wide, Its best opportunity came in 39th minute 
of the first half, when a long shot bounced off the hands 
of Brazilian goalie Dida and Michael Preetz tried to tap 
the ball in, Brazilian defender Evanilson cleared it. 

Oliver Neuyille also sent a nice pass to Michael 
Preetz in 13th minute of the second half, but Preetz 
headed it straight into Dida's hands. 

"After the first goal, our defense sank because we're 
still in the physical preparation phase, and the Brazilians 
showed their technical superiority,” said German coach 
Erich Ribbeck. 

‘The game began rough, with three yellow cards in the 
first half — for Emerson and Vampeta of Brazil, and for 
‘Mehmet Scholl of Germany. 

‘The matchup was seen asa test of the youth of each 
of the soccer powerhouses. Both countries fielded young, 
teams, devoid of many of their major stars. 

Brazil comes off a win in th Copa America only a 
week ago, and mariy players on both teams are starting 
preseason with their European clubs. 

Guadalajara residents — 90 percent according to one 
survey — were upset about the rosters, which lacked 
Brazilian scorers Ronaldo and Rivaldo and top German 


forward Oliver Biethoff, 

Nonetheless, Guadalajara's love affair with Brazil 
continued, The 58,000-seat Jalisco Stadium was a sea of 
yellow and green, 

During the World Cup competition in 1970, Brazil 
was based here. That year, Pele carried the team to their 
third World Cupyictory. Brazil 
came back in 1986 but was 
eliminated by France in the 
quarterfinals. 

"In 1970 and 1986 1 was too | 
young, but now I can enjoy it,” 
said Hector Sandoval, a 25- 
year-old construction worker in 
‘a Brazil jersey and joker’s hat. 
"We're celebrating, drinking a 
few beers — and dancing 
samba, of course.” 

Four teams are based in 
Guadalajara, Brazil, Germany, 
‘New Zealand and the United 
States, 

Four others are in Mexico 
City, Mexico, Bolivia, Saudi 
Arabia and Egypt. After a 
‘round-robin in each city, the top two teams of each 
group will advance to the semifinals. 


‘ovan Kirovski scored the winner as the United States 
beat New Zealand 2-1 in the Confederations Cup soc- 
cer tournament. 
‘The Americans went ahead in the 25th minute, when 
John Harkes passed up the middle and McBride headed 
the ball in. 


‘Wanderley Luxemburgo was See) with 
Brazil's win against Germany. 


Twelve minutes into the second half, Eddie Lewis 
centered a comer kick, and Kirovski headed it past New 
Zealand goalie, Michael Utting. 

New Zealand's only goal camé on a free kick in the 
final minute of the game that Chris Zoricich fired into 
the net. 

The crowd clearly favored 
New Zealand, booing every 
time the Americans got the ball 
‘and roaring when New Zealand 
went forward. 

“I'm rooting for New 
Zealand because they're the 
| underdog. And I'm against the 
United States because they 
treat the Mexicans who go up 
there badly,” Ricardo 
Hernandez, a 21-year-old stu- 
dent, said, 

Many in the near-capacity 
crowd at the 58,000-seat 
Jalisco Stadium left at the con- 
clusion of Brazil's 4-0 victory 
over Germany, and most of the 
rest trickled out during the sec- 
ond match, 

‘The United States and New Zealand are considered 
the weaker teams in the Guadalajara group, and 
American coach Bruce Arena had said the United States 
needed this victory if it were to have any hope of 
advancing in the tournament. 

The top two teams in this group advance to the semi- 
finals, along with the top two of the Mexico City group. 
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BRAZIL LOSE BIG 
NAMES FOR CONFED CUP 


ith big-name stars like 
Ronaldo, Rivaldo and 
Roberto Carlos sitting out, 
Brazil began training with a team 
made up of young players who many 
say still could win the Confederations 
Cup. 

Six of Brazil's top players wanted a 
break after the Copa America, which 
Brazil won and the team that coach 
Wanderley Luxemburgo brought to 
Mexico is young. 

But nobody is counting them out of the 
competition, and Luxemburgo said he 
still hopes to finish first in the group of 


Even so, many Mexicans have criti- 
cized the Brazilian team, saying they 
wanted to sce the big stars play. 

In a poll released by the Center for 
Opinion Studies, 90 percent of those sur- 
veyed in Guadalajara said they disap- 
proved of the team that Brazil brought, 
and of a similarly young squad brought 
by Germany, 

‘The poll had a margin of error of plus 
‘or minus 6 percentage points. 

Luxemburgo refused to discuss the 
controversy at a news conference. 

"Talking about players who aren't here 
doesn't get us anywhere," he said. "The 


He said Ronaldinho has a lot of talent, 
and said he hopes he will develop into a 
major figure in soccer. 

Ronaldinho seemed a bit overwhelmed 
by the attention. He'smiled sheepishly at 
the children screaming his name, and 
gave minimalistic responses to questions 
about the fame during a news conference. 

“I'm OK. I'm calm. I'm just worrying 
about playing soccer,” he said. 

Tt was clear from the crowds at their 
hotel and training camp that the 
Brazilians are the darlings of the 
Guadalajara public, 

People spoke of the beauty of their 


Ronalciot) with Brazilian President Fernando Henrique Cardoso(c) as Cafu (at the Copa areca trophy. 


four teams competing in Guadalajara, 
Another four are playing in Mexico City, 
and the best two of each group will meet 
for the semi-finals. 

"Brazil really has two national teams 
that are at a world-class level," said Elias 
‘Torres, a 39-year-old teacher who stopped 
by to watch the practice. "I think they 
could still win the cup.” 


important thing is the group that is here.” 

Jn the young Brazilian team, the rising 
star is Ronaldinho, a 19-year-old forward 
‘who became'a public favorite even before 
his beautiful goal against Venezuela in 
the Copa America. 

"It isn't one goal that gives you the 
right to be on the national team," 
Luxemburgo cautioned. 


play, and made clear that that superseded 
‘anything else. 

“Most of us like the German team 
because they're very handsome," said 
Veronica Icazbalceta, who works at the 
offices of a Mexican soccer team. "We 
like the Brazilians because they play 
well.” 


MEXICANS (SC) BAN 
AFTER |) UC SAGA 


F= president Sepp Blatter lifted 

the six-month suspensions for 

performance-eabancing drug use 

given Mexican internationals Raul 

Lara and Paulo Cesar Chavez, saying 

that tests on them were carried out by 
3 Z 

‘The lifting of the suspensions imposed 
by the South American’ Football 
Confederation (CSF) during the recent 
‘Copa America in Paraguay, headed off a 
threatened boycott of the Confederations 
Cap by Mexican players. 

Ina show of solidarity with their team- 
‘mates, Mexican players had threatened to 
boycott the competition, in their home 
country. 

Lara and Chavez were suspended after 
testing positive for testosterone and nan- 
drolone respectively following a first- 
round Copa America match against Brazil 
on July 3. 

‘The CSF said Lara had tested positive 


Sepp Blatter has lifted the 
ban on the two Mexicans. 


‘a second time after his team’s subsequent 
match against Venezuela, 

But Blatter said FIFA did not accept 
the results because the doping controls 
were carried out by a laboratory not rec- 
ognized by FIBA or the International 
Olympic Committee (10C) 

"They (Lara and Chavez) have FIFA's 
permission to play in the Confederations 
Cup," said Blatter. 

World soccer's governing body said 
the case would now be passed to its dis- 
ciplinary committee where a final deci- 
sion would be taken. 

The lifting of the bans avoids another 
possible setback for the problem-plagued 
Confederations Cup, a FIFA-organized 
‘competition featuring winners of recent 
continental championships, 

It had already been postponed from 
January under pressure from European 
nations who said it clashed with their 
domestic soccer program. 


Ronaldo has no idea 
who this woman Is, 


occer star Ronaldo said he doesn’t 

know a Brazilian woman who allegedly 

‘organized sessions of sex and drugs for 
soccer players, businessmen, actors and 
other clients in Italy. 

‘A Milan prosecutor asked a judge to indict 
the woman, Lazara Souza De Moris, 31, who 
‘was arrested in March on charges of abetting 
prostitution and selling cocaine, Italian news 
agencies reported. 

Ronaldo, a Rio native, who plays in Italy for 
Inter, expressed anger over Italian news reports 
that there was a photo of him together with 
Morais, 

“I take thousands of pictures with people 
everyday and my phone number is easily avail- 
able, It has even been published by a newspa- 
per in Italy. People should have to prove what 
they say," Ronaldo told reporters at the national 
cancer institute in Rio de Janeiro where he was 
donating prize winnings from the Copa 
America, 

Ronaldo said he planned to sue the Italian 
papers that published the report. 

Ttulian news reports said Morais’ high-class 
clients paid hundreds, even thousands of dol- 
lars, to spend time with her or with one of a 
group of women working for her. 

Investigators feportedly found an address 
book containing clients’ names and 36 photos 
of Morais with several of the men. 


razil's Ronaldo claimed a double triumph 
aying he had won both the Copa America 
and his year-long fight to regain fitness, 
Teammate Rivaldo, who finished alongside 
Ronaldo as the competition's joint topscorer 
with five goals, was equally elated after suffer- 
ing bitter criticism carlier in the competition. 
Asked if he saw the 3-0 final win over 
Uruguay as a victory for Brazil or himself, 
Ronaldo replied: "Both at the same time." 
“After a year of suffering, indecision, uncer- 
tainty and treatment, this is a very important 
moment and I'm very happy,” he said. "I thank 
God, I thank my team-mates, I thank (coach), 


SAYS 
RONALDO 


Wanderley Luxemburgo, for the confidence in 
ae 

"Tt has been a very difficult year and to be 
able to run and not feel any pain has been won- 
erful, this has been one of the most important 
moments of my career." 

Ronaldo came into the tournament after an 
injury-plagued season in Europe. 

While he may not have done enough to 
claim the crown of world’s best player, some- 
thing which he was recognised as before last 
year’s World Cup in France, he proved that he 
is nearly back to his devastating best. 

Rivaldo's battle was to convince the 
Brazilian critics that he is as good for the 
national team as he is for his Spanish club 
Barcelona. 

Bitterly criticised for his performance in the 
21 quarter-final win over Argentina, Rivaldo 
replied with the second goal in the 2-0 semi- 
final win over Mexico and then two goals 
against Uruguay in the final. 

"T don't think I have anything to prove to 
anyone," he said, "I know there was a lot of 
criticism but I just concentrated on playing my 
game, In five games I played, I scored five 
goals and for me this is important." 

Rivaldo's confidence had grown so much by 
the second half on Sunday that he even tried a 
shot with his. right foot, which he almost never 
uses, and came closé to completing his hat- 
trick. 

He was singled out for praise by his coach, 
who has kept faith with a player he coached 
during a spell with Sao Paulo club Palmeiras, 

"Rivaldo showed today that he can play this 
function in the Brazil team, distributing the ball 
and making the team play," said Luxemburgo. 

The Copa America was Luxemburgo's first 
‘competition since taking over from Mario 
Zagallo in August. 

He now looks forward to the World Cup 
qualifiers, which start in March, and will also 
take charge of the team for the 2000 Olympic 
games. 

"Today was important for the conquest and 
for the future,” he said. 
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enough, but when the brawl takes place in an 
exhibition match, one wonders where the 
escalation of violence will end. 

Even when Eric Cantona launched his flying kick at 
1 fan and Paolo di Canio pushed a referce to the 
ground, they could at least claim they had boiled over 
in the heat of competition, 

But fighting broke out in a friendly’ match between 
Libya's national team, which included a son of the 
country's leader Colonel Gaddafi, and Italian Serie A 
side Perugia, 

Players on the pitch were joined by colleagues from 
the substitutes’ bench and the game had to be stopped 
after only 17, minutes. 

Italian TV showed players shoving and chasing each 
other and at least one player being carried to an ambu- 
lance. 

‘Two Libyan players are reported to have suffered 
broken cheekbones, while Gaddafi’s son, Al-Saadi 
Gaddafi, was escorted out of the stadium in Norcia, a 
town near Perugia, by security men. 

The fighting started after a Perugia 
striker converted a penalty. Seconds 
Jater, another Libyan defender com- 
mitted a foul and the brawling began. 

Libya - coached by Italian Eugenio’ 
Bersellini - had only recently returned’ 
to the sporting arena after Gaddafi 
banned all sports contests, especially’ 
soccer, in the early 1980s. 

He said then that soccer only allowed 22 people to 
play, while everyone should be allowed to join any 
game. in this game, everyone did join in, to trade 
punches. 


T: sight of fighting footballers is appalling 


Peg underachievers Zimbabwe suffered a dou- 

ble blow when they were eliminated from the Castle 

Cup and surrendered top spot in an African Nations 
Cup qualifying group. { 

Outsiders Swaziland won‘a dramatic Southern 

« Aftica championship tie 4-3 on penalties following a 1- 

J draw to reach the semifinals for the first time in three 


‘appearances. 
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Senegal ran riot a few hours later in Dakar to over- 
‘whelm Eritrea 6-2 and teplace Zimbabwe at the top of a 
three-team mini-league, whose winners will complete 
the line-up for the 2000 Nations Cup in Ghana and 
Nigeria. 

Wild celebrations in the kingdom of Swaziland 
included the Home Affairs Minister dancing in the 
dressingroom and the victorious squad visiting King 
Mswati at his palace, 

Ranked 139th, the Swazis'were given little chance of 
toppling a Zimbabwean team unbeaten in six matches 
under senior Dutch coach Clemens Westerhof. 

‘When defender Kaitano Tembo headed Zimbabwe in 
front from a 60th-minute comer, Swaziland appeared 
doomed as their unimaginative attack had rarely trou- 
bled goalkeeper Muzondiwa Mugadza, 

But as a cup tie virtually devoid of constructive foot- 
ball drew to a close, a controversial penalty award by 
the Mozambican referee threw a lifeline to Swaziland, 

Television replays showed the shirt of Swazi substi- 
tute Bongiswa Nhlabatsi being pulled by Dumisani 
Mpofu outside the penalty area before he fell inside the 

box. 


| Ice-cool! Bongani Mdluli sur- 
©} vived lengthy Zimbabwe protests 
to conyert the spot kick and 
Swaziland scored from four 
shootout attempts while Tembo 
and Maxwell Dube failed for 
Zimbabwe. 

Senegal overtook Zimbabwe 
on goal difference by rediscovering their scoring touch 
to humiliate Eritrea with Salif Keita and Omar Traore 
grabbing two goals each. 

It was aremarkable tumaround by the West Africans 
who had managed only four goals in their previous four 
matches and never scored six since making their 
Nations Cup debut 32 years ago, 

Eritrean resistance lasted just 120 seconds before 
Pape Sene headed in a corner. 

Belgian-based star Keita then took control to score 
and create the third for Traore. 


¢ former goalkeeper of the Algerian 
National Liberation Front, Abderrahmane 
Boubekeur, is dead, 
He died last week in Nice, France, aged 67, 
following a cardiac arrest. 

On 5 July, he and 12 members of the first 
post-independence Algerian national football 
team had jointly participated at a ceremony for 
renaming the Grande Post Square, officiated by 
presient Abdelazi Bouteflika, 

Boubekeur was born 9 March, 1932 in 
Algiers. His football career began in) 1945 when 


@ Are you in trouble with the Federation and 
have to appear before one of their tribunals? 


@ Do you have a dispute with your current 


Club/Team? 


@ Do you need assistance in relation to your 
contract negotiations with a soccer club?” 


he played for the Algerian Croissant Club, 
A year later, he moved to the Saint-Eugene 
sports association, where he remained until the 
early 19508. 
He then signed as a professional with AS 
Monaco, where he stayed for five years before 
being recalled to play for the National 
Liberation Front team in 1958, 

‘After Algecia's independence from France in 
1962, Boubekeur played for several clubs, 
including MC Algiers, USM Algiers and JS. 


if your require assistance in relation to any of 
- the above then please call Mr Andrew Smyrnis 
who has over 15 years experience in 
appearing before tribunals and assisting 
players, coaches and clubs in relation to their 
contract matters. 


Kabylie. 

Between 1962 and 1964, he was selected 
ight times to play for the national team. Later, 
he coached several clubs. 


i seems Patrick Naggi will still remain the 

{C Leopards coach- cum-team manager as 

Diego Romano may not take up the coaching 
job, after al. 

But club secretary Antony Walela said they 
may still have to do with the local man (Nagei) 
who took up double responsibility a month ago 
following the dismissal of Martin Néagano from 
Burundi. 

Woalela said Nagei enjoyed good statistics in 
the five matches he had coached the teafn; three 
wins and two draws. 
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‘orld Cup discard Brendan Augustine was a 
surprise inclusion in the Bafana squad to 
play Namibia in the Cosafa Castle Cup 

‘quarterfinal clash in Windhoek on July 31. 
With only four of his foreign-brigade available for 
selection, coach Trott Moloto was forced to name an 18- 


Taribo West... the best player out of Africa 
since George Weah. 


man squad made up of mainly local players. 

Moloto said the majority of the European players were 
cither in camp with their respective clubs or Were not 
available for the international this week.. 

“We wanted to take those players to Namibia but 1 
believe we have a well-balanced team which can beat 
Namibia,” Moloto said. 

The overseas quartet are Turkey-based trio, Godfrey 
Sapula, who is with Ankaragucu, Alfred Phiri 
(Genclerbirligi) and Pollen Nalanya (Goztepi) along: with 
Swiss-based striker Shaun Bartlett of FC Zurich, 

Former Lask striker Augustine, who has 
returned to South Africa from Austria and is 
now with Ajax Cape Town, was part of 
Phillipe Troussier’s World Cup squad last 
year, and along with former Orlando 
Pirates’ midfielder Naughty Mokoena, 
‘was sent home in disgrace afler the pair 
ignored a player curfew imposed in Vichy 
during the tournarnent. 

‘The former Bush Bucks striker consequently 
Jost his place in the national team and has failed to make 
Moloto's team since he took over as coach Jast August. 

"TL believe he has paid his dues," said Moloto, "had a 
Jook at him before he left Austria and was impressed 
with his commitment.and workrate. 

"Tt was really a matter of time before he was recalled 
‘and I have always said when the right time comes along 
he will would be selected.” Moloto said. 

In the absence of Leeds United captain Lucas Radebe, 
Orlando Pirates midfielder John Moeti and Bolton 
‘Wanderers Mark Fish, Moloto had yet to decide who will 
capiain the team. 

"There are a few players who have led their club sides 
and it is just a matter of looking for the player with the 
personality and character for the national job. 

"We will name the captain before we leave for 
Windhoek on Friday.” 

‘The South African squad is as follows: 

Goalkeepers: Brian Baloyi (Kaizer Chiefs), John 
‘Tlale (Sundowns), 

Defenders: Themba Mnguni (Sundowns), Matthew, 
Booth (Ajax Cape Town), Clyde Mahlangu (Supersport 
United), Fabian McCarthy (Bloemfontein Celtic), Papi 
Khomane (Orlando Pirates). 

‘Midfielders: Joel Masilela (Sundowns), Thabo 
‘Mngomeni (Orlando Pirates), Papi Mbele (Sundowns), 
Junaid Hartley, Godfrey Sapula (Ankaragucu, Turkey), 
Jerome McCartney (Santos), Alfred Phiri (Genclerbirgi, 
Turkey), Brendan Augustine (Ajax Cape Town). 

Strikers: Pollen Ndlanya (Goztepi, Turkey), Daniel 
‘Mudau (Sundowns), Andries Sebola (Orlando Pirates), 

Shaun Bartlett (FC Zurich, Switzerland). 


afana Bafana deserved to play their next Cosafa Cup 


/match at home, coach Trott Moloto said in. 
Johannesburg. 


ay 


“Tes not fair that we should be playing all our match- 
es away from home in this competition and I will insist 
that we play our semifinal athome," Moloto said at a 
press conference at Soccer City where he named his 18- 
‘man squad for the Cosafa Cup quarterfinal against 
Namibia in Windhoek on July 31. 

Bafana Bafana played their first round match against 
Botswana in Gaborone in February and were drawn to 
play their next Cup match in Windhoek. 

‘The Confederation of Southern African Football 
‘Associations (Cosafa) authority had also decided that a 
draw would be conducted for the semifinals at the end of 
the match this weekend, but Mototo felt this was unac- 
ceptable. 

"They (Cosafa) want the top teams to play in those 
countries who have a lesser ranking in CAF or FIFA, to 


pethaps draw crowds at these matches, J 
“In terms of our standing in CAF and FIFA, we should 
also play at home. Ifthe draw went against us in 1 


Windhoek then we would play away again," Moloto said. 

"If we win through to the final then there is that possi- 
bility we could play that final away as well. Our support 
ers will not see us play in this competition and that is not 
good for us.” 

Based on the possibility of not playing at home, 
Moloto questioned whether it would be feasible (o con- 
tinue playing in this competition next year. 

"We may have to review our participation next year, if 
‘we have to play away all the time.” 

Meanwhile, Moloto included two additional players to 
his 18-man squad as part of his youth development pro- 
gramme. 

Stephen Pienaar, a product from the Esselenpark 
School of Excellence, and Bloemfontein Young Tigers 
playmaker Sello Kgabo have been named to join the 

squad in training next week. 
"Pienaar did well with the U17s when 1 
coached them and he is a good prospect for 
the future, Sello showed his ability with 
‘Young Tigers and was impressive when 
‘he played against Kaizer Chiefs earlier 
this year," Moloto said. 
“They will train with the squad and see 
‘what it is like to be with the national team. 
and perhaps gain some experience, 
‘They will not be going with us to Namibia, 
‘but I want fo develop these youngsters and I thought this 
will serve them well." 

In another development, SA Football Association CE 
Raymond Hack announced that Boebie Williams from 
Port Elizabeth would coach the national U17 team. 

"He will take charge of the team as soon as he arrives. 

‘The U17s will play their first fixtures next month and 
vill engage in provincials as well in preparation for the 
four-nations tournament against France, Germany and 


George Weah has made his mark 
in Europe especially at AC Milan. 


Italy in a DaimlerChrysler tournament in Germany in 
December," Hack said. ' 
He also announced that the national U20 coach would 
‘be named over the next three to four weeks. 4 
"We were not happy with the applications for this post 
‘and decided that we will go head-hunting for the right. 
man, The post will be advertised,” he said. 
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MILAN READY TO 
RECLAIM EUROPE 


VIERI... GIVE 


(7 S SIME 


C Milan staked its claim to the European 

Cup held by Manchester United, as the 

talian champion began preparing for its 
entenary season, 

Coach Alberto Zaccheroni and club officials, con- 
gratulated by hundreds of fans who converged on their 
training base here, are convinced they have an even 
better team than last season, and are setting themselves 
no limits. 

Vice-president Adriano Galliani said: “It's a fantastic 
season for us because it's our centenary, you'll recall 
that the club was founded on Dec. 16, 1899, and 
because the dream we had last ycar of playing this sea- 
son with the "scudetto” (league) badge sewn onto the 
shirts, came true." 

Paying tribute to Zaccheroni, who won the league 
title in his first season after Milan had been through 
{wo years of torture, he added: "We went from 10th 
place to first. And we are very proud of him.” 

Zaccheroni was more interested in the future, saying: 
“Our aim is to finish in the top four in the Serie A —to 
ensure ourselves a place in the Champions League 
again next season — and in the Champions League this, 
‘seasoa, we want to go as far as we possibly can. 

“We are starting out with a good dose of enthusiasm, 
‘aod winning the league last season has given us extra 
confideace. 

“Tm personally pleased to have been kept on,” he 
ssid with a grin, “the players bave stayed and the sea- 
‘son ticket sales shows that the fans are with us too. 

"We've got a balanced team, self-belief and 
we've got the certainty that we have 
added a number of good players. 
‘They will enable us to take a step 
up, in terms of quality," he insisted. 

The club have made nine new, 
signings, seven of them Italian, as 
part of the club's recent policy of 
looking for local talent, plus f 
Brazilian midfielder Serginho. 
and Ukrainian striker Andrei 
Shevchenko, bought from 
Dynamo Kiev, 

"There are seven teams who 
have a chance of winning the 
championship, and all of them 
have been strengthening their 
squads, and all have made a particular 
effort in their foward line,” Zaccheroni 
said, 

“It's something we have to get 
used to. There are more clubs 
‘now who are capable of finding the financial resources 
needed to put together a highly competitive team." 

Skipper Paolo Maldini, who has already won three 
Buropean Cups with the club, most recently in 1994, 
said: “It's great to be back in Europe. And to be coming, 
back through the froat door.” 

Milan will make that return wearing replica shirts of 
She ficst ones ever to be worn by the club, which was 
founded by an Englishman Alfred Edwards, as "Milan 
(Giicket and Football Club." 

‘The shirts, with narrow red and black stripes, plus a 
Sell botton-up collar and the City of Milan insignia on 
‘the chest, will only be used for the European ties. 

‘The centenary celebrations, christened "100Milan" 
‘eed featuring a muscum exhibition plus cultural and 
‘Shanty events, was Kicked off at San Siro stadium last 
‘Wedoxsday night, when the whole squad was presented 
tothe fans. 

Zaccheroni, who has taken Milan supporters to a dif- 
Sereat planet since becoming coach, drove onto the 

{pitch aboard a replica moon-buggy. 

‘Milan's pre-season matches start this week, and as 
Galliani pointed out: "We are going to be particularly 
dusy in August when we are playing against some of 
the best teams in Europe." 

After two years without official European football, 
Milan will play an exhibition tournament in Paris with 
‘Paris St Germain and Bayer Munich (Aug 2), a friend- 
ly in Leverkusen against Bayer (Aug 6), and another in 


Trieste against Benfica (Aug 13) before meeting old 
foes Juventus for the Berlusconi Trophy (Aug 17). 

Their first official match will be the Italian Super 
Cup against Parma (21 Aug), the weekend before the 
Serie A starts, 


Re players look set to become a rare species at 
‘champions AC Milan after the Serie A giants' deci- 
sion to buck the trend and buy Italian. 

‘Much of the blame for the club's troubles in previous 
seasons has been laid at the door of foreigners who 
haven't fitted in, who've been floored by the language 
barrier, the style of football and a new way of life. 

By contrast, the team’s three revelations last season 
were all young Italians —- goalkeeper Christian 
Abbiati, defender Luigi Sala and midfielder Massimo 
Ambrosini, who subsequently broke into the national 
side. 

Club vice-president Adriano Galliani that Milan’ 
have taken things a stage further by signing seven 
Italians and just two foreigners —Brazilian Serginho 
and Ukrainian Andriy Shevchenko — for next season. 

"With the support of our president Silvio Berlusconi, 
the club has decided to ‘Italianicize’ the squad more, 
while at the same time keeping an eye on talent from 
outside Italy,” he said, 

"If a great talent like Andriy Shevchenko is bom in 
Kiev, then he is welcome at Milan, as is Serginho from: 
Sao Paolo, But clearly, we have a strong Italian base to 
the team and that's something we want to increase fur- 

ther, though we also want to add 
top foreign players. 

"Let's not forget that the great Milan 
side of the early years (of Berlusconi's, 
presidency) was the team of Baresi, 
Costacurta, Maldini, Tassotti, Donadoni 
and Ancelotti, but it was also the team: 

of Gullit, Rijkaard and Van Basten. 
"We are faced with a global mar- 

Ket and we don't want to isolate our- 

selves, So the attitude is ‘a majority 

of Italians, but an eye on talented 
players wherever they are born." 

Coach Alberto Zaccheroni was 
keen to stress that he wanted:an essen- 
tially Italian team. 

“T set three criteria for our moves on 
the transfer market,” he said. 
"Firstly, the players must be good, 

secondly they must be young and thirdly, if 
possible, Italian. 

"I know that foreigners might have more. 
appeal, but you can also find good players in the Ttalian 
championship." 

The issue of foreign players is an increasingly sensi- 
tive one in Jtaly, ever since the “Bosman” ruling in 
1995 by the European Court which allowed clubs to 
sign unlimited numbers of European Union (EU) play- 
ers, 

Italian soccer and government officials have sup- 
ported moves to persuade the EU to re-establish limits 
on foreigners, arguing for an exception to legislation on 
the free movement of workers. 

However, Galliani doesn't believe that such limits — 
as recently sought by FIFA president Sepp Blatter — 
will see'the light of day. 

“think it’s absolutely impossible to introduce such a 
regulation," he said, "[ don't think it could ever happen. 

"Speaking personally, with a team that's got more 
Nalians in it than other clubs, such a thing would be to 
our advantage. So if I was thinking purely of Milan, 
then I'd say 'yes' to it. 

"But it would require a change to the Treaty of 
Rome and the unanimous support of all the countries in. 
the European Community. 

"And as you know, footballers are considered as 
workers now and the idea of ending their right to work 
within the European Union, as citizens of the EU, 1 
think would be something extremely difficult to make 
happen.” 


asked the club's fans to give Ronaldo and 
himself time to build a winning striking 
partnership. 

Inter splashed out nearly $50 million to buy 
Vieri from Lazio with club president Massimo 
Moratto pairing the world's expensive footballer 
with probably its most gifted striker; Ronaldo. 

But Vieri sent the San Siro faithful a warning. 
about the new season, as the team started their pre- 
season training — don't expect instant success. 


[= Milan’s new signing Christian Vieri 


Vieri has told the fans to give Ronaldo and 
himself some time to gel. 


“With Ronaldo next to me, I'll avoid at least $0 
percént of the kicks that I usually get from defend- 
ers,” he quipped. 

‘The Brazilian star was held back by tendon trou- 
ble throughout last season, but has recently shown, 
signs of being back to his dazzling best, 

"I've seen him in action in the Copa America — 
he scored goals, broke forward and was always 
looking for the ball,” said"Vieri, 

"T'm not the sort who goes around making pre- 
dictions, but if the pair of us are able to stay fit, 
then we are going to have fun, that's for sure, This 
is. a team of champions. 

"On paper, we aren't a bad strike partnership. But 
if don't know how he likes to move and he doesn't 
know what J like, how are we going to catch our 
‘opponents by surprise? 

"So I'm asking people to have a bit of patience 
and to not expect everything to work straight away. 
We are getting down to work now with enthusiasm 
and with the best will in the world, 

"But that's all I feel able to guarantee at the 
moment." 

Vieri, who has been with eight different teams in 
eight years, also said he had no regrets about giving. 
up the chance of playing in the European 
Champions League with Lazio to join a club who 
won't be playing in Europe for at least a year. 

“Bveryone sees things their own way," he said, 

"I'm really pleased with the decision I've made 
and I've got no desire to keep on switching teams. 
So I hope that everything goes smoothly now and 
that I can stay at Inter as long as possible. 

"Lazio gave me the European Cup Winners’ Cup 
and some very intense emotions at the very end of 
last season, when J left the pitch in tears,” he said, 
harking back to the final day, when Lazio were 
pipped by AC Milan for the league title, 

"But if Inter do well in the league next season, 
then we are going to grab people's attention all 
round the world, and the fact that we're not in the 
European cups will not be such a disadvantage. 

"And anyway," he added mischievously. "Who 
is to say that Lazio aren't going to get knocked out 
in the first round?” 


Re Baggio is looking to make amends to 
inter Milan president Massimo Moratti 
after what he called a "nightmare” season with 
the club. 

Baggio's arrival from Bologna last summer 


helped to make Inter the pundits’ favorite for the 
Serie A title. 

Injuries to both Baggio and Ronaldo — along 
with a run of dismal results and four consecutive 
coaches — made it one of the club's worst seasons 
for decades, 

Now the team has been re-built under new coach 
Marcello Lippi and Baggio is keen to repay a few 
debts, 

"Last season people talked about Inter too 
much," he said. "And what could be an advantage 
for us now is that this season Inter are seen as just 
‘one of the favorites, and not the favorites. 

“When I said last year that we had a great team it 
was true, But then the problems started and they 
ended up ruining everything: the season became a 
nightmare, nothing went right and even the easiest 
things became complicated and even embarassing.” 

A divided locker-room was one of the majo 
problems, but Baggio preferred to remain silent. "I 
knew what happened,” he said, "But it wouldn't be 
right for me to explain it.” 

But asked if he felt indebted, he admitted: "Yes, 
Ido, To Inter, but also to Moratti. If I'm fortunate 
enough to be playing in a big team once again, 1 
owe it to him." 

Baggio will, meanwhile, have to build a new 
relationship with Lippi — one of the men held 
responsible by many for Baggio's unexpected 
departure from Juventus in 1995, usurped by his 
then understudy Alessandro Del Piero, 

Playing down his first chat with Lippi at Inter, 
Baggio said; "He didn't say anything in particular: 
just that I was part of his plans and that I would be 
staying ... I've had far fewer problems with coaches 
than people make out; I had four of them last sea- 
son, ask them." 

Baggio won the league with Lippi in their last 
season together, playing alongside Turin heroes 
Gianluca Vialli and Fabrizio Ravanelli. Next sea- 
son, he will join another all-star attack with 
Christian Vieri and Ronaldo, and the parallels have 
inevitably been drawn. 

“Let's just say that there's good reason to think 
that some things could be repeated," he said. 

"(Ronaldo and Vieri) are both two great players, 
but Inter fans have had enough of dreams. After 
what happened last season, I'd rather just wait and. 
see, You can't take anything for granted." 


Roberto Baggio is readly to strike this year at 
inter after a quiet season. 


Baggio, 32, has another year of his contract at 
Inter, but no plans, or need, to retire. His kind of 
creative genius remains a rare thing, even in Ttalian 
football. 

" think that soccer has always lived on creativi- 
ty," he told the Gazzetta dello Sport. 

“Having an organized system of play is funda- 
mental, but at the same time, it's the thing that's 
‘different’, that's unexpected, which brings people 
to matches and makes them love football.” 
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‘Wor 
(2ANKINGS 


razil’s 3-0 victory over Urnguay in the Copa America, 
final has strengthened its grip on the top spotan the FIFA 
world rankings, 

Brazil have 835 points, 73 clear of World Cup holders 
France, with the resurgent Czech Republic in third place: in 
the new list. 

‘Umguay’s performance in reaching the Copa final saw it 
‘rise 32 places:to 42nd, while Peru jumped 24 places to 41st. 


AJAX LOOKING 
TO CET BACK 


ON yleei¢ IN 
THE US 


Trindad and Tobago’s victory in the Copa Caribe saw it 


tise IT spoisto 49th. 
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18, Colombia 
19. Morocco 
20, Austria 
21) Yugoslavia, 
22. Chile’ 


21. Russia . 
28. Tunisia 
29, South Africa . 
30. United’States: . 


Selected 

Bl. Scotland . 
32, Zambia 
36. Republic of Ireland 
37, South Korea... 


84, Wales 0.0 ,2creesen 


FRANCE 98 fined 
for ticket sales 


ers ofthe 1998 World Cup in France a sym- 
bolic 1,000 euros for favoring French resi- 
dents in ticket sales. 

‘The Commission said the fine was relatively light 
because it was the first time it had reviewed ticket sales 
for a sports event and it therefore accepted that the 
organizers could not have foreseen their legal prob- 
lems. 

But it warned sports event organizers that in future it 
‘would take a tougher line. 

"With the publication of this decision...the 
Commission expects tournament organizers in the 
future to ensure that any ticketing arrangements comply 
fully with EU competition rules and will not hesitate to 


T: European Commission fined the organiz~ 
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Brian Laudrup has moved to Ajax in the hope of 


finding some glory this season. 


f the rejuvenation of one of Europe's 

renowned soccer teams occurs this year, the 

first steps of that transformation could 
begin this week in the United States. 

Amsterdam-based AFC Ajax, once the crown 
jewel of European soccer, is looking to turn its for- 
tunes around. 

Following a dismal sixth-place finish last year 
in the Dutch Division and a mass exodus of play- 
ers to a host of top continental clubs, coach Jan 
Wouters is utilizing a short U.S. tour to work out 
the kinks in his new-look team. 

"Things are going well for us," said Wouters as 
he hustled his team off the field and onto a waiting 
bus’ following practice at Babson College only 
hours after touching down at Logan International 
Airport. 

“The players ave getting fit, and they are ready 
for the new season,” he said, 

"The team is hungry for success," said team 
manager David Endt, "Last year was a disaster by 
our standards, and there's an atmosphere of expec 
tation this year, by the players and the fans," 

Ajax and success have traditionally gone hand 
in hand, 

‘The team has won the coveted European 
Championship four times, including three titles in 
succession between 1970-73, when Dutch soccer 
was in its heyday. 


FRANCE 98 


COULE DY MONDE 


Despite winning 27 league titles, Ajax has 
| gone comparatively dry in Europe since then, 
| with only the 1995 European Championship 
to show for along with lesser trophies includ- 
| ing the 1987 Cup Winners Cup and the 1992 
UEFA Cup. 
Since 1995, players making up a veritable 
who's who of European soccer leaving Ajax 
include: Jari Litmanen, Michael Reiziger and 
the de Boer brothers, Frank and Ronald, all of 
whom joined Barcelona; Mare Overmars and 
Nkwano Kanu (Arsenal); Edgar Davids and 
Edwin van der Sar (Juventus); Patrick 
Kluivert (AC Milan); and Finidi George 
(Real Betis), 

Additions to the side are impressive nonethe- 
less, including the recent 
$8-million signing of [ 
Greek international Nikos jj 
Machlas from rival 
Vitesse Arnhem, where | 
he scored 60 goals over 
the past three seasons, 

Wouters will have 
added strength in midfield 
with newly signed Dane | 
Brian Laudrup and the | 
return of Dutch interna- 
tional Aron Winter, a key 
in the early-90s Ajax 
sides. 
"This (tour] gives us 
the opportunity to try 
some [experimenting] in 
the team," said Winter |, 
after the team arrived at 
Logan. 
"We have a very good 
team, a lot of good play- 
ers, but last year we didn't 
play well,” he said. 

"Our goal at least is to 
win something (in Europe] this year and keep the 
distance short between us and the other great 


against the New 


EE... 
Nikos Machlas scored fo) 


teams in Europe." 

Paired with Machlas up front this season will be 
Brazilian Wamberto, who netted 12 goals last 
year. South African sensation Benni McCarthy, 
who led the team with 13 goals last year, was not 
on the roster for the tour, 

Although the team has been training for the past . 
three weeks and has handily defeated four Dutch 
amateur sides, this trip will be a proving ground 
for the team, according to Endt. 

“The team is working very, very hard,” said 
Endt. "Players have to prove something and they 
‘expect success this year.’ 

On July 31-Aug 1, Ajax will host Brazil's famed 
Santos and Italian side Lazio before opening its 
league season against rival Feyenoord on Aug. 8. 


hota Arveladze's goal 

jin the 66th minute 
gave Ajax of Amsterdam 
a 2-1 win over the New 
England Revolution in 

an exhibition game. 

| It was the first 
@ American game for the 
renowned Dutch team 
that is on a three-game 
exhibition tour. 

The four-time 
European champions and 
defending Dutch League 
Cup holders opened the 
scoring in the 10th 
minute on a 5-yard shot 
by Nikos Machlas. 

New England tied it in 
the 56th minute on 
Jamar Beasley's goal off 
a pass from Johnny 
Torres. 

Ajax got the game- 
winner 10 minutes later 
when Arveladze headed in Brian Laudrup's corner 
kick, 


England Revolution. 


)ZILIZZ) TO PLAY 
ONE FINAL GAME 


take action against them where they fail to do so," the: 
European Union executive said. 

‘The Commission, the European Union executive and 
competition watchdog, last year criticized the French 
‘organizing, committee of the World Cup, CFO, for sell- 
ing the bulk of World Cup tickets in France well ahead 
of the summer 1998 finals, 

The Commission stepped in to oblige the CFO to 
‘open up allocation of the last tranche of tickets but by 
then, fans complained, it was already too late to redress 
the situation, 

‘The Commission has recently approved the ticketing 
arrangements for the Euro 2000 football tournament 
organized jointly by Belgium and the Netherlands. 
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Francescoli will play in one more game before 
Saying bye to the sport he loves. 


is poised to top the bill at a match to mark the 
retirement of Uruguayan forward Enzo 
Francescoli. 

‘The match, which will pit Francescoli's last club River 
Plate, based in the Argentinian capital, against the play- 
ers favourite club Penarol of Montevideo. 

Zidane, born in Marseille, has frequently said he hero- 
worshipped the Uruguayan when he played for the 
French first division club. And France's World Cup win- 
ning playmaker even named bis son Enzo, 

Organisers said Zidane’s club side Juventus had said 
he could attend the gala match. 

Francescoli played in Argentina, France and Ttaly as 
well as his homeland and was a member of Uruguay's 
World Cup squads in 1986 and 1990. 


FE: world player of the year Zinedine Zidane 
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GERMAN SOCCER 


SUS SAYS HAMANN 


erman international Dietmar Hamann, who 

now plays for the British club FC 

Liverpool, blasted the soccer in the 
Bundesliga for lack of "fair play” in a magazine 
interview. 

“There's more fairness in England than in the 
Bundesliga, 

‘There's no complaining, no one provokes 
yellow cards, no one takes a dive," 

Hamann said in the latest issue of 
Kicker, the German soccer weekly 

"If you provoke a penalty shot [in 
Britain}, you'll be on the front pages of 
the newspapers for four weeks,” said 
Hamann. 

Hamann blossomed into one of the Premier 
League's top midfielders last season after leaving 
Bayern Munich to play for Newcastle United. 

‘The 25-year-old has also emerged as a key player 
n the rebuilding German national team after departing 
for Britain. 

Hamann said young German players don't get a fair 
chance at the top German clubs. 

“Tm a different player, but I'm not really different,” 
Hamann ssid. “But [ coulda’t really develop at Munich: 
the way I wanted. There's a huge difference if you 
Know a club is behind you — or if you're the eternal. 


Munich has had several young players leave, par- 
tually because the German champion traditionally raids 
other Bundesliga clubs for proven players and emerg- 
ing stars. 

Hamann was also heavily recruited from Borussia 


World Cup 
tickets easier 
to obtain 


reform World Cup ticket sales, even though 

it could mean fewer home fans will see the 
games if England land the prize of hosting the 2006 
finals, 


B= soccer fans have welcomed plans to 


‘The European Union is eager to avoid any repeat of 
the France ‘98 ticket fiasco when the game's premier 
tournament retums to Europe. 

The European Commission will insist that in future, 
tickets ate made equally available to all members of 
the continent's public instead of just supporters from 
the home nation. 

Alison Pilling of the Football Supporters’ 
‘Association is convinced the plan will improve ticket 
distribution and won't necessarily mean a snub for 
‘Batish fans. 

“If England stages the World Cup in 2006 and all 
tickets are equally available I still think the home 
nation will still buy up the majority of them, especially 
in a nation of football-lovers like ours. It's about hav- 
ing a fair crack of the whip,” she said. 

“In fact it would allow fans from Scotland and 
Wales a better chance because they were treated the 
same as foreign fans during Euro 96 and allocated only 
the number of tickets allocated to competing nations.” 

Equal access for tickets means fans from all 
European member states will be able to buy them, but 
Pilling believes most will still go to fans in the host 
country because they don't have to trayel and their 
‘team has automatic qualification. 

‘The EU has fined the organisers of France 98 a min- 
imal $1,050 for their controversial ticket policy, and 


Dortmund before transferring from Newcastle to 
Liverpool. 


erman TV channel TM3, which pulled off the 
(coup of the year in German sports broadcasting 
by buying the rights to Champions League soccer, 
‘aims to triple its market share in the long term, a 
‘magazine reported, 
‘The women's TV channel, controlled by 
media mogul Rupert Murdoch's News 
Corp Ltd., plans to use the soccer rights 
to boost its market share in the long run 
to 2.5 percent from some 0.8 percent, 
‘TM3 Managing Director Jochen Kroehne 
said. 

Media guide Hoerzu quoted Kroehne as saying, 
that he also planned to broaden the station's evening 
programming to reach other target groups and that 
such an increase would put it in a league with second- 
tier general audience stations in Germany. 

“We now see ourselves as an entertainment chan- 
nel,” Kroehne said. "Buying the (Champions League) 
rights is the best thing that could have happened to 
TMG but it is not enough. After all, there are only 17 
weeks a year featuring top European soccer.” 

TM3 in May bought the rights to broadcast 
European Champions League matches for the next four 
seasons in Germany beginning in September for some 
200 million marks per year, beating out the previous: 
rights-holder, top German commercial network RTL, 

‘News Corp President Peter Chernin was quoted last 
month as saying that he would accept losses at TM3 in 
the first two years in order to boost market share. 
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the Commission are likely to come down harder in 
future if tournament organisers break the new guide- 
lines, 

These rules will apply to future international sport- 
ing events, said EU spokesman Stefan Rating, and the 
“organisers of next year’s European Championships in 
Holland and Belgium have already been briefed. 

The English Football Association are not worried 
about the impact of the new European Union ticket 
proposals on domestic showpieces like the FA Cup. 

The EU Commission has decided everyone should 
have equal access to tickets for major sporting events 
in Europe after the debacle of France 98 — when thou- 
sands of fans outside the host nation were denied tick- 
ets. 

Strictly speaking, this would allow anyone from a 
European member state to apply for tickets on general 
sale for the FA Cup final, a Five Nations rugby inter- 
national or Wimbledon. 

On the other hand, British sports fans would have a 
better chance to see the French Open tennis or an 
Ttalian Cup final: 

‘The FA were not unduly concerned, however, about 
the impact on the FA Cup final, although they stressed 
crowd segregation remained a key issue. 

Spokesman Steve Double said: "We certainly don't 
believe this would affect a domestic competition like 
the FA Cup. 

"We would certainly expect to argue’ that proper 
segregation and security is of paramount importance 
and would certainly outweigh arguments in favour of 
an effective free-for-all.” 
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‘Assistant coach Ronald Koentanti) points to tis coach, Louts Van Gaal. _¢ 


arcelona coach Louis van Gaal has agreed 
‘a two-year extension to his contract, the 
club said. 

‘The new deal, announced by club president Josep 
Lluis Nunez, will keep the Dutchman at the Nou 
Camp until the end of the 2001-2002 season. 

Van Gaal, who has suffered almost constant press 
criticism despite guiding Barca to the Spanish 
‘League title in each of his two seasons in charge, had 


Russian League mid-table clash between 

Viadikavkaz, and Volgograd ended abrupt- 

-ly when the visifors marched off in protest 
over the refereeing in the 70th minute with the 
‘score at 1-1, 

‘The Volgograd conch Viktor Prokopenko ted his 
team off after the substitute referee Geargy Saychuk, 
‘who came on at halftime after the original referee: 
fell sii, awarded’a penalty against Volgograd just 
‘minutes after disallowing them 4 goal, 

The Professional Eoothall League (PEL) commis- 
sioner of the match Nikolai Shushpanoy, who defend 
‘ed the referee's decisions, failed to persuade them to 
retain, 

‘The PPL authorities said that Volgograd could) 
face a fine and be penalized with a 3-0 defeat for tak- 
ing the action. 


Hz: soccer appears to he in turmoil two 
Lyweeks, before the start of the league season with 


[RUSSIANS MARCH OFF 


said he was unlikely to stay on after his original 
three-year contract was up at the end of the forth- 
‘coming season. 

But the progress made over the last two years — 
and particularly during the second half of last sea- 
son, when Barcelona recovered from 10th place in 
the table to take the title by 11 points — has appar- 
ently convinced the coach he can achieve his aim of 
winning the European Cup. 


the goyerning body missing more than half of its 
‘inembers andiin financial trouble, 

Janos Szaniel, the Hungarian Football 
Association's (PA) last active vice-president, resigned 
after the PA'S board meeting. 

His departare, coming weeks after that of the other 
vice president Janos Imo, reduced the board to seven 
members from the 15 elected last year and leaves it 
below quorum. 

‘The RA will holdan extraordinary, general mesting 
on August 9, afler FIFA warned it to sort out the 
accounts following an audit which found irregulari- 
ties. 
“The upcoming genetal mecting bas to\deal with, 
the situation," Szaniel said, but he refuted press 
reports that the was FA was paralyzed. 

Many Hungarian clubs are also having financial 
problems with players uncertain whether they would 
de offered contracts and unsure if the clubs could 
afford to honour them iFthey were, 


Champions League Qualifying 


I Yerevan: Zalgiris Vilnius (Lithuania) 3 d 
‘Tsement Ararat (Armenia) 0 

‘Scorers: Igor Novikov 7, Andrius Jokshas 32, 
Nerijus Vasilauskas 65 

Zalgiris win 5-0 on aggregate 

Next: v Dynamo Kiev (Ukraine), 


r Baku: Kapaz Ganja (Azerbaijan) 2 d Sloga 
jugomagnat (Macedonia) 1 

Scorers: Kapaz - Ramiz Mamedov 19, Vidavi 
Raayev 90pen 

Sloga - Rafik Arif 34 

Aggregate 2-2. Sloga win on away goal rule, 

Next: v Brondby (Denmark), 


L Chisinau: Zimbru Chisinau (Moldova) 5 d St 
atrick’s Athletic (Ireland) 0 

Scorers: Boris Tropanets 25, 40, Vadim Borets 
31, 75, Igor Oprea 83pen 

Zimbru win 10-0 on aggregate and now play 

Next: v Dynamo Thilisi (Georgi 


n Riga: Skonto Riga (Latvia) 8 d Jeunesse Esch 

(Luxembourg) 0 

Seorers: Imants Bleidelis 37, 50, Mihails 
Miholaps 39, 55, 63, 85pen, 90pen, Viadimirs 
Koleschenko 77 


Skonto win 10-0 on aggregate. 
Next: v Rapid Bucharest (Romania). 


in Tirana: IBV Vestmannaevjar (Iceland) 2d SK 
Tirana (Albania) 1 

Scorers: SK Tirana: Sokol Bulku 82 

IBV: Johanesson 33, Sigurdson 48 

IBV Vestmannaevjar win 3-1 on aggregate 
Next: v MTK Budapest (Hungary) 


n Tallinn: Partizan Belgrade (Yugoslavia) 4 d 
ora Tallinn (Estonia) 1 
‘Scorers: Flora - Kristen Viikmae 52 
Partizan - Mateja Kezman 10, 69, Sasa Dic 20, 
Dorde Tomic 82 
Partizan Belgrade win 10-1 on aggregate, 
Next: v Rijeka (Croatia), 


n Helsinki: Haka Valkeakoski (Finland) 6 d HB 
L Torshavn (Faroe Istands) 0 
Scorers: Janne Salli 26, Martin Reynders 44, Kai 
Nyyssonen 46, David Wilson 63, Valeri Popovitch 
80, Tommi Torkkeli 90 
Haka win 7-1 on aggregate. 
Next: v Rangers (Scotland). 
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ipanish intemnauional full back Sergi Barjuan warned 

Barcelona ‘he is still considering offers to move away 
from the Nou Camp. 

Sergi, one of the most consistent performers in the 
Barcelona side over recent seasons, has long been a target of 
English and Ttalian clubs, ‘who would have no problem paying 
huis buy-out clause of 3,000 million pesetas ($18 86 million). 

And the 27-year-old defender has dropped his strongest. 
‘hint yet that he could opt for alucrative move abroad. 

*Tve always said I've had offers to leave Barcelona, Sergi 
oid Barcelona newspaper Sport. “Fhe phone hasn't stopped 

“Tm Hine bere at Barcelona butif Lhaye to Jeaye then Twill 
do. I don't went to say that I'm not happy here but anyone: 
would listen to the sort of offers Im getting.” 

Sergi was linked towards the end of fast season with a 
move to join his former teammate Albert Ferrer at Chelsea. 
‘players situation, according to reports. 


Aiton sc son nate Res Pto 
i {$3.3 million) transfer from River Plate to 
Olympique Marseille. 

“{ want to become champion of Frince and Europe, " said 
the 29-yearold central defender who won three Argentine 
titles with River Plate. 

“OMis a great club and I'm gure Pilthave ajgreat season in. 
their jersey.” 

Signed on’a three-year contract as replacement for France's 
‘World Cup libero Laurent Blanc, Betizzo said he had no 
qualias about being, compared with the former Marseille cap- 
tain-who recently joined Inter Milan, 

“Wt's inevitable even if Laurent Blanc is ineplaceable. 1 
must do all T can to give OM my savoir-faire, with my own 
aiater ‘and without living in another's shadow," Berizzo 


ees ‘who began hus career at Newell's Old Boys and 
‘Spent two years in “Mexico playing for ‘Atlas in the mid- 
1990s, said he had no fears cbout adapting to his new club- 
anda new country. 

OM are a team that play attacking football, like Argentine: 
football in general, As fox the pressure surrounding the club, 1 
know what it’s all about because there's the same pressure at 
River Plate” 

Marseille coach Rolland Courbis said: “He's a central 
defender who's good in the ai, His experience will steady the 
team and give it confidence.” 


‘onaco have signed Chilean intentional defender Pablo 
Contreras from Cofo Colo, the French first division 
‘club's geucral manager Henri Byancheri said, 
‘The 20-year-old Contreras helped Chile finish fourth inthe 
Copa America, the South Americun championship, in 


‘Paraguay. 

Coniteras will be the/second Chilean playing in'the:Brench’ 
first division after fellow inicimational defender Pedro Reyes, 
‘who joined AY Auxcere last season, 


Stephane: Chapwisat has returned to Switzerlandto 
join Zurich Grasshoppers after eight seasons with 
Bortissia Dostnund. 
‘The Swiss intemational, capped 73 times, provides the 
‘scoring threat the club fas becn lacking since the departure of 
Kubilay Tuerkyilmaz 
late last season. 
Gne of the most pro- 
lific scorers in the 
Bundesliga, Chapuisat, 
30, collected 102 goals 
in 218 matches helping 
Borussia Dortmund to 
two league titles and a 
European Cup. 
‘The fee involved is 
reported at 1 million 
B) Swiss franes ($647,200). 
Chapuisat became 
available after the arrival 
‘of Fredi Bobic and Victor Ikpeba in Dortnmund ‘eft the Swiss 
fourth choice behind Heiko Herrlich.. 

‘The move is the first major signing by the financially trou 
bled club since it was bought last month by group of 
investors. 


Stephane Chapuisat 


FORMER 
PLAYERS 


Soccer Weekly | 


The German's in preparation for the Confederations aa fo be held in Mexico, 


Imost everybody in German soccer that 
isn’t with the national team in Mexico 
med to have something to say about the 
Confederations. 
And almost all the comments were scathing. 


Bayer Leverkusen, expected to challenge Bayern 
Munich for the Bundesliga 


play in the Cup in the middle of the league's pre-sea- 
son, 

He said the team was thrown together like the 
pickup matches he played as a boy. 

"This is supposed to be our national team? It's just 
like old times — players from Bahnhof Street against 
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the tournament and added that players were being 
forced to play too many matches these days. 
“Nobody will remember who won or lost these 
{Cup} matches,” Lizarazu said. "Pretty soon we're 
going to have 200 matches in a year. That's too much; 
it won't work. The soccer federations are going to 
have to figure something out. 


title this season, has six 


Munich defender Markus 


starters playing for either 
Brazil or Germany's national 
teams while the rest of the 
team toils in a pre-season 


MIHAJLOVIC READY 


Babbel, lately a starter on the 

national team, just appeared 

relieved he wasnt in Mexico, 
“I'm a player that needs 


camp. 

“It's a disaster for us — 
we can't get tuned up," said 
striker Ulf Kirsten, one of 
the many German stars that 
have begged off from the 


So many top German 
players have dropped out, 
with the first division season 
kicking off Aug. 14, that 
German coach Erich 
Ribbeck admits he had to 
call up some players he has 
never even seen play. 

Stuttgart midfielder 
Heiko Gerber thought it was 
a joke at first upon hearing 
he was nominated. 


inisa Mihajlovic, L 

defender who led protests over the 

‘NATO air-raids against his homeland, 
is ready to re-discover the joys of soccer. 

Mibajlovic was a spokesman for the many: 
trip. Yugoslav sportsmen in Italy during the war 
over Kosovo, criticising the bombing, lobbying 
politicians and appearing on TV wearing 
"Peace, No War” T-shirts, 

Now the bombing is over, the football star 
who added his support to Yugoslav President 
Slobodan Milosevic wants only to concentrate 
on enjoying his carcer. 

The joy of playing soccer is something that 
Tm only going to get back this season,” he said. 

“Last spring, it was a just a job. I didn't even 
get angry when we conceded a goal. 


's Yugoslay 


while we were playing, 


Belgrade, 


"The first week of the war finished with 
Lazio vs, AC Milan, and at the time, the only 
thing people wanted to know was what did 
(Dejan) Stankovic and I have on our minds 


"Once that match was over and done with, 
the war became something normal. It's incredi- 
ble how people can get used to anything.” 

Mihajlovic clearly sees his job of defending 
the national cause as being over. 

The defender, who still has family in 
sai,; "During the war, I took advan- 
tage of my popularity to defend my people, and 
therefore to defend the Milosevic regime." 

But he added: "My job finished there and 
then. "Now is the time for reconstruction and 
therefore for politics. But I am not a politician. 


good preparation for the sea- 
son," Babbel, "That's why I'm 
happy Coach (Ribbeck) hon- 
ored my request not to play.” 
Assauer slammed Franz 
Beckenbauer, a powerful sports 
figure in Germany who holds 
several important soccer posts. 
‘One is chairing the country's 


World Cup bid. 
European champion 
Germany had agreed to replace 


the World Cup winners, 
France, at the event in hopes of 
boosting its bid to hold the 
2006. 

"It's laughable when the 
president of Bayern Munich 
‘and the vice-president of the 


"I'm not one of the 50 
best players in Germany," Gerber said. 

Schalke club manager Rudi Assauer took a swipe 
at the German officials that agreed to let the team 


Beurer Street," he scoffed. 
French World Cup hero Bixente Lizarazu, a 
Bayern Munich midfielder, questioned the worth of 


soccer federation can just enter 
vs in the Confederations Cup without taking to any- 
body beforehand,” said Assauer of Beckenbauer. 


[ALBANIANS PLAY FOR FIRST 


thnic Albanians took the field for 

Pristina’s soccer team for the first time in 

nine years last week, another sign that 
simple pleasures are returning to the province 
battered by Serb forces and NATO bombard- 
ment. 

In an assertion of ethnic Albanian freedom, 
Pristina faced Tetovo of Macedonia before an emo- 
tional crowd of more than 20,000 people basking in 
the moment. 

‘The final score wasn't important, but it added to 
Pristina's joy: The home team won, 4-3. 

"We are free, and we are watching our team," said 
Nazmi Humolli, 65. "I haven't seen a match for 10 
years. I was the biggest fan in all Pristina." 

‘The ouster of the ethnic Albanian players was a 
small part of a pattern of repression imposed by 
Serbia a decade ago, when Kosovo was stripped of 
its autonomy within the Yugoslav republic. 

Thousands of ethnic Albanians lost jobs, while 
businesses and Albanian cultural institutions were 
suppressed. 


Kosovo Albanians responded by setting up paral- 
Jel institutions, including a soccer league. 

The players from the Pristina club competed on 
village fields and in ramshackle stadiums against 
other Kosovo Albanian clubs. Police sometimes 
stopped games. 

"Then came the war with Serbian forces. At least 
one player died in an execution, and another served 
as a guerrilla commander, said Ejup Osmani, the 
club's secretary, Others became refugees, and some 
hid, The last inter-Albanian game played was in 
January 1998. 

‘After Serbian forces left Kosovo in mid-Sune fol- 
lowing NATO's 78-day air war, Pristina élub offi- 
cials came back to the stadium to find the field 
ruined, the electrical and watering system ripped out 
and offices smashed. 

They refurbished as much as they could, and the 
field was in decent shape for the match, With only 
two weeks of practice, the squad was tired, Osmani 
said during the game. 

That didn't matter to Ahmet Gjakolli, 12, who 


TIME IN NINE YEARS 


‘was watching his first major soccer game. 

“I's very, very important. They are playing well, 
and not being interrupted by Serbs,” he said, a bullet 
with an Albanian double-headed eagle pasted on it 
hanging around his neck. 

Tt was an all-Albanian game: Tetovo's predomi- 
nant ethnic group is Albanian, and the game was 
played partly to thank the Macedonian town's resi- 
dents for taking in Kosovo refugees during the con- 
flict. 

‘A moment of silence was held at the beginning of 
the game for ethnic Albanian victims of he conflict. 
Fans later chanted the names of ethnic Albanian 
leaders. 

After the game, fans marched up Pristina’s main 
street, beating drums, singing team songs and carry- 
ing red Albanian flags. Some had their hair painted 
blue, the team color. 

‘The next big date on the sports calendar: a July 25 
match against a team from the NATO force that is 
now deployed in the province. 
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SIR ALEX THE ACTOR FEELS 
SORRY FOR COLOSIMO 


‘anchester United manager Sir 
Alex Ferguson received his 
knighthood from the Queen 


and then readied himself for his movie - 
debut. 


Birthday List after guiding United to victory 
in the English Premiership, FA Cup and 
European Cup last season. 

After receiving his knighthood at 
Buckingham Palace, Ferguson said: "The 


Queen told me she doesn't think it will ever 
be achieved again — 
‘and she's right. 

"The culmination 
of three trophies was 
the pinnacle of my 
career and it has been 
rewarded with a 
Knighthood,” said Sir 
Alex, sporting a kilt 
in Dress Ferguson 
tartan. 

"It's such a proud 
moment for me, my 
family and for the 
club — because itis a 
team effort. 

“This is the medal 
that recognizes all the 
other ones I've won in 
football. 


Ferguson was honored in the Queen's 


Ally McCoist will be the star of the new film 
which also features Sir Alex Ferguson. 


"Football management is all about win- 
thing trophies and Tl be happy maintaining 
success. I don’t set any particular targets — 
just win what you can." 

‘Now Dumbarton Football Club, who play 
in the Scottish third division, have lined up 
Sir Alex to appear in Robert Duvall's movie 
‘The Cup, which is being filmed at the club's 
Boghead ground. 

Already 1,400 free tickets have been 
given out for scenes being shot at the ground 
when Sir Alex is due to play a cameo role 
seated in the directors box. 

Club spokesman Jan MacFarlane said a 
‘good crowd for the club would normally be 
just over 600. 

"It will be tremendous for us, and the 
spin-offs of the film have been wonderful,” 
MacFarlane said. 

"People have been falling over us to talk 
about sponsorship and trackside advertis- 
ing” 

~Club managing director Neil Rankin and 
director Jim Innes approached Sir Alex at a 
dinner in Blackpool, where he told them he 
would welcome the chance to appear in the 


film, which stars Scottish football great Ally 
McCoist. 

Glasgow-bom Sir Alex has strong links 
with the club and took his Manchester 
United team to play in a friendly at Boghead 
in the summer of 1991 when goalkeeper 
Peter Schmeichel made his first appearance 
for the team. 

The film follows a team of no-hopers 
‘who make it to the Scottish Cup Final and 
also stars Alec Baldwin, Billy Connolly and 
Alan Cumming, 


anchester United manager Sir Alex 
Ferguson has sprang to the defense 
striker Andy Cole. 

Sir Alex, who received his knighthood 
from the Queen at Buckingham Palace earli- 
er backed Cole after he was accused of jeop- 
ardizing the career of one of Australia's 
brightest prospects, defender Simon 
Colosimo. 

Colosimo's dream move to Europe is on 
indefinite hold after he suffered a serious 
knee injury in a tackle from Cole during 
United's tour game against Australia|in 


Sir Alex ‘the actor’ Ferguson. 


‘Sydney last Sunday. 

Colosimo’s club Carlton is secking com- 
pensation and could even take legal action 
against Cole or United. 

But Sir Alex, who saw the challenge on 
television back in Manchester, insists the 
England international did not intend to 
injure the left-back. 

"Andy Cole wouldn't do anything mali- 
cious — he isn't that type of player," he told 
the Manchester Evening News. 

“It's very unfortunate and I feel for the 
lad, but these things can happen. “They have 
to look at the player as an individual and 
Andy Cole just isn't like that." 

Colosimo faces six months out of action 
with cartilage and lateral ligaments damage 
after Cole caught him high on his knee with 
his studs, 


POYET SET TO STAY 


transfer f 


uud Gullit is om the verge of inheriting a 
£40m transfer fund designed to bring the 
miership title to St James’ Park. 

‘The Newcastle boss will be one of the main benefac- 
tors of the £160m takeover of the club by American’ 
cable giants NTL, which is expected to be completed 
shortly. 

it will mean substantial cash being released for team- 
strengthening as the club go in search of their first 
major trophy since 1969. 

Gullit, who already has a shortlist of major 
Continental targets to add to his £17m summer infusion 
‘of new talent, which includes Ipswich Town's England 
Under 21 star Kieron Dyer, will be given the financial 
mnscle to compete at the highest level. 

‘The badget set aside for new players — £20m now 
and £20m to follow within 12 months — will allow the: 
ambitious Dutchman to become one of the biggest 
spenders in Europe. 

Stars like Fiorentina’s Manuel Rui Costa and PSV 
Enndhoven's Ruud van Nistelrooig will all come within 
Gullit price range. 

NTL pulled the plug on the much-heralded takeover 
earlier this year in the light of BSkyB's failure to wrest 
control of Manchester United. 

But it has been revealed that talks between NTL and 
Newcastle have been going on over the past weeks and 
the club is confident that there will not be Government 
opposition to this high-profile acquisition of a major 
Premiership club. 

It is a timely move for Newcastle, who have 
stretched their resources to the limit in expanding St 
James’ Park to a 51,000-capacity stadium in time for the 
start of the 2000-2001 'season while handing Gullit con- 
‘siderable funds. 

The sale of the club represents a huge windfall for 
the Hall family, who originally bought the club in a bit- 
ter power struggle in 1991 for an outlay of about £3m. 

‘Major shareholder Douglas Hall is poised to receive 
£92m for his holding and will then sever all connec- 
tions with the club. Current chairman Freddy Shepherd 
will collect around £18.5m for his shares but is likely to 
maintain a seat on the board. 

However, the control of the club will be firmly in the 


ae! 
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Ruud Gullit will be given funds to help bring 
the Premiership title to Newcastle, 


hands of NTL, who will appoint their own chairman to 
run the football club, They are committed to backing 
Gullit, who took over from Kenny Dalglish 11 months 
ago. 

He will be offered a licence to attract the players 
Gullit feels can help him challenge Manchester United, 
Arsenal and former club Chelsea for the Premiership 
title. 

Gullit has insisted that Newcastle must improve on 
Tast season in which an appearance in the FA Cup Final 
— and a disappointing one at that — failed to compen- 
sate for a continuous, frustrating struggle in the League. 

His transfer pot once NTL bed themselves in will be 
the envy of most other Premiership managers. The club 
are desperate to reward the loyal Toon Army with sil- 
vverware, which has been sparse over the years. 

Successive managers have been backed with consid- 
erable cash to spend in the transfer market. Kevin 
Keegan was allowed to spend £60m, recouping £21m, 
while Dalglish splashed £35.5m and brought in £26m 
from sales. 

‘The headache for Gullit is to try to move on the 
dozen or so players he has decided no fonger have any 
fiture on Tyneside. 

But with the imminent arrival of NTL, who already 
own a 6.3 per cent stake in Newcastle, it means that the 
spending will not only go on but will be allowed to 
escalate under Gullit. 


ON AT THE BRIDGE 


ustavo Poyet is on the verge of committing on what club it was and whether Chelsea want to sell 
himself to Chelsea's Premiership challenge 


him, and hopefully they don't. 
by signing an improved contract to remain “MY gut feeling is that Gustavo will be at Chelsea 
at Stamford Bridge. 


for the next couple of seasons, winning league 
‘The 31-year-old Uruguayan midfielder, 


“Se titles. 
whose absence through injury was seen x) 
asa key reason for Chelsea falling shor G ¢ 


“We are talking about a new deal and, 
hopefully, there will be news within the next 
in last season's championship race, is ZS 
ready to sign the new deal and/tum his The bad news for Chelsea is that Poyet 
ts appears certain to miss the start of the 
Premiership campaign on August 7 and is 
doubtful for the club's Champions League 
qualifying tie next month, 
Chelsea made no comment on reports 
that the Uruguayan, who has scored 19 goals 
in 57 games since arriving from Real Zaragoza on a 
free transfer in June 1997, underwent a cartilage opera- 
tion on June 7. 
It had been reported from South America that Poyet 
was kicked on the knee by a Uruguay team-mate in 
light training ahead of the Copa America. 


week.” 

back on a possible £9m move 10 Roma. 

Chelsea have moved swiftly to defuse 
Poyet's reported dissatisfaction at what he sees 
‘as the inequality of the club's wage structure. 

New signings Didier Deschamps and 
Chris Sutton are believed to be eaming in excess 
of £30,000-a-week. The player's Spanish-based agent 
Paul Hodges said: ‘The truth is that Gustayo doesn't 
‘want to leave Chelsea, 

“That doesn't mean that he wouldn't leave because if 
someone offers you three times your wages then you 
have to think about it. But even then it would depend 


HILLSBOROUGH 
DISASTER RETURNS 


|wo retired police officers will stand trial 
| next month on manslaughter charges over 
the death of 96 soccer fans in the 1989 
Hillsborough disaster. 

After a hearing to determine the 4! 
legality of a private prosecution 
brought against the former high-rank- 
ing officers by families of the dead, a 
Leeds magistrate ordered both men to 
stand trial on Aug. 24. 

Former Chief Superintendent 
David Duckenfield, 54, and former 
Superintendent Bernard Murray, 57, 
are accused in the deaths of John 
Alfred Anderson and James Gary 
Aspinall on April 15, 1989. 

Duckenfield and Murray, who were 
granted bail, are also accused of willful 
neglect of public duty. 


Anderson and Aspinall were among Liverpool fans 
who were crushed to death after being herded into an 
already crowded and fenced-in enclosure during 
the FA Cup semi-final against 
Nottingham Forest. 
7 Two earlier attempts in 1990 and 
1997 to prosecute the case have failed 
with the Department of Public 
Prosecution ruling sufficient evidence 
was Jacking. 

Lawyers for Duckenfield and 
Murray had attempted to block the 
case from reaching hearing stage. 

But a support group for families 
involved in the tragedy, the 
Hillsborough Family Support Group, 
won the tight to proceed with the prose- 
ution. 
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Venables has been warned about the Welsh FA 
by former coach Terry Yorath. 


the “stupid” bureaucrats he will have to deal 
with if be becomes Wales manager. 
Former England coach Venables is the favourite to 
‘succeed Bobby Gould, who quit last month. 


T= Yorath bas warned Terry Venables of 


CHEAPEST PRICES TO 
SOUTH AMERICA, 


But Yorath, whose Welsh reign ended acrimoniously 
six years ago, spoke of the frustrations of dealing with 
the council of the FA of Wales. 
He labelled them “butchers, bakers and candlestick- 
makers" who still operate in the dark ages. 
Venables, out of football since leaving Crystal Palace 
Jast season, admits he is in the running to take charge. 
But Yorath warned: "When you're out of work any- 
thing appeals to you. I would just say to him, take it over 
with a pinch of salt. You have to present your team to 
the FAW council and they have to approve it — which 
‘goes back to the dark ages, 
"They then actually tell you, if they want to, if they 
didn't want someone in the squad. 
“Tam certain over the past couple of years they might 
have said to Bobby Gould, ‘Listen, Ryan Giggs isn't 
turning up for games, Don't pick him’. 
"That's how stupid they get. They are butchers, bak- 
ers, candlestick-makers." 
Yorath was sacked after Wales failed narrowly to 
‘qualify for the 1994 World Cup finals, while Venables 
‘led England to the semi-finals of the European 


Championship two years later. 

"Being an international team manager is a full-time 
job but with the Welsh FA you never know what they 
‘are thinking,” said Yorath. i 

“T would have loved the Welsh FA to go for a 
Welshman, But if they don't think there is one good 
enough then obviously Terry's 
record, especially at international 
level, is very good. 

"It's a big job, it’s fantastic, If he 
can deal with the FAW council the 
playing side is easy. 

“It's a lovely job to have, any job 
where you're dealing with the best 
players is fantastic.” 

Yorath insists he is not bitter 
about the way he left, adding: "I've 
been there, seen it and done it. And T 
survived. 

"The way it was handled was very 
bad but those days have gone and I 
have moved on,” 


‘The FAW have so far made no deci- 


sion on who Gould's successor will be 

made but are waiting until secretary-gen- 

eral David Collins returns from holiday 

at the end of July. 

| But Peter Nicholas has insisted 

| Venables was the man to lead Wales out 
of the doldrums of the Gould era. 

Nicholas played under and coached 

alongside Venables during his two spells 
in charge of Crystal Palace and is con- 
vinced his old mentor can revitalise 
Welsh football, 

"A strong boss is needed who will 


VENABLES WARNED 
OF STUPID WELSH FA 


impose a system, pick the best players for that style of 
play and not worry about upsetting star players,” said 
former Wales midfielder Nicholas. "I'm not criticising 
anybody but it scems player power forced Bobby Gould 
out and you can't have that. 

“It wouldn't happen with Terry, Players would auto- 
tmhaticaily respect him. 

"| was never in a Welsh squad 
where anybody didn't want to play. 

"J's not on when players don't try 
or the manager is arguing with the 
players.” 

However Wales skipper Gary 
Speed has urged his country’s soccer 
chiefs to give former England boss 
Terry Venables the manager's job. 

The former Tottenham and 
Barcelona manager is the man the 
Football Association of Wales want 
and has already had talks about tak- 
ing the hot seat. 

Speed says Venables is the ideal 
candidate to replace Bobby Gould, who resigned last 
month. 

“Pye chatted with a few England players, including 
my Newcastle club-mate Alan Shearer, and they all 
agree that Terry Venables is one of the best coaches in 
the world,” said Speed. 

“Whoever the FAW go for, it is essential they are 
appointed soon, well before our last two Euro 2000. 
qualifying matches against Belarus away and 
‘Switzerland at home. 

“We have lost our chance of qualifying for the finals, 
but the new manager must be given the chance of work- 
ing with the squad before we go into the World Cup 
campaign.” 


EUROPE, USA & ASIA 


COLLYMORE (1 
WOR AT VILLA 


AIR FARES FOR 
SENIOR CITIZENS 
RING NOW 


9660 5736 


HEAD OFFICE: 

1-9 Glebe Point Road 

GLEBE NSW 2037 
PH: (02) 9660 5736 
Lic! No: 2TA001676. 


lormer England -striker Stan 

Collymore said he was looking for- 

ward to kick-starting his career at 
Fulham after moving to the club on loan 
from Aston Villa. 

‘The 28-year-old joined the first division side 
are in and is hopeful he can 
persuade Fulham manager Paul 
Bracewell to make it a perma- 
nent move. 

Vila boss John Gregory has | 
left Collymore in little doubt j 
that his future lies away from 
Villa Park after he missed part 
of last season because of treat- 
ment for depression. 

" would be happy to come 
to Fulham," said Collymore. "I 
don't think it's any secret that at 
Aston Villa the manager in par- 
ticular doesn't want me hanging 
around for much longer so I want to go 
somewhere I'm wanted and play football and 
Falham have offered that.” 

Bracewell said he had no doubts about sign- 
ing a player who has acquired a reputation for 
being a handful in the dressing room and left 
his last three clubs in acrimonious circum- 
stances. 

But Collymore knows he will be unde close 


scrutiny during his three-month loan spell at 
Craven Cottage. 


He said: "Fulham want to look at me closely 
over the next three months and it gives me an 
opportunity to look around for myself and see 
what our capabilities are, but I would love to 
‘come to the club. : 

"Tm absolutely delighted to be here, Once T 
knew of Fulham's interest 
and spoke to their people, I 
‘was very impressed by the 
set-up and what they hope 
to achieve over the next two 
or three years, 

"Paul Bracewell is a new 
manager but I've been very 
© impressed with his ideas 
and enthusiasm and that's 
music to my ears.” 

Ironically, Collymore's 
problems at Villa started 
when Fulham came to Villa 
Park in the FA Cup last 

season. 
The striker failed to turn up for the 
tie when Kevin Keegan's team upset the odds 
by beating the Premiership club and Villa soon 
announced Collymore would be undergoing 
full-time treatment for depression. 

Collymore and the rest of the Fulham are in 
Scotland on Tuesday for a pre-season tour 
which included games against Hearts and St 
Johnstone on Saturday. 
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has returned fire at Aston Villa manager 
John Gregory in the feud between the 
Premiership’s West Midlands rivals, 

Richardson accused the young manager of ‘100 
per cent inaccuracy’ in his recollection of controver- 
sial events leading up to the £4.5m transfer of George 
Boateng, which is under investigation by the Football 
Association. 

Gregory has denied he made an illegal approach 
for the 23-year-old midfielder, who moved to Villa 
ark last week. But rather than dampen the fires of 
controversy, the transfer of the former Holland Under 
21 captain has served to underline the rift between 
the clubs. 

‘There is little doubt Aston Villa have that ‘Big 
Brother’ aura while, just a few miles down the M6, 
‘Coventry are regarded as a club desperate to ‘keep up 
‘wath the Joneses’. 

Such a comparison does not sit easily with 
Richardson whose ambitions for his club have 
involved funding manager Gordon Strachan’s £20m 
‘spree on new players and the go-ahead for a £150m 
‘hitech stadium. 

Yet, for all the club's big plans, they have lost two. 
quality players to the old enemy, Dion Dublin's £5m 
defection last season was tough to take, especially 
after they believed they had secured the England 
siriker's long-term services by agreeing to a £20,000- 
a-week pay demand. 

Now Boateng, with two impressive seasons at 
Highfield Road under his belt, has followed in his 
footsteps. The suspicion that both players had been 
‘tapped’ has only made matters worse, 

Richardson said, “There is no need for bad blood 
— but the way they have dealt with Boateng and the 
Dion Dublin transfer has irritated a lot of people. 
“But Richardson is not adverse to a skirmish, espe- 
cially with Gregory. 

He has inferred that Gregory is a headline-seeker 
and claimed there had been a plot by Villa, involving 
Dublin, to unsettle Boateng and pave the way for his 
departure. 

Richardson is incensed that Gregory said an offi- 
cial £3m bid for Boateng was made after the player 
scored twice in a 4-1 victory at Villa Park last 
February and that it was the Coventry chairman who 
invited Villa to make an offer at the end of last sea- 
son. 

Richardson said, “It is well known Gregory loves 
to make statements to the media but Coventry City 
act in the best interests of our players and the club, 
which is why we always have happy players. In’ this 
case, what he said was 100 per cent inaccurate and 
needs a response. 

“Villa made an approach which is still being 
looked at by the FA. Boateng's agent has confirmed 


Cm. City chairman Bryan Richardson 


COVENTRY AND VILLA | 


GO INTO 2AM LE 


he had a direct approach. and Boateng confirmed to 
us he was approached by Dion Dublin after our game 
at Villa Park. 

“It's only because of him becoming unsettled by 
their approaches that we even considered selling him 
atall.” 

A replacement for Boateng became Coventry's pri- 
rity this summer. They signed Morocco midfielder 
Mustapha Hadji for £4m only 24 hours before releas- 
ing the Dutchman. 

Villa, meanwhile, seem intent on mopping up 
available talent in the area. Apart from Dublin, they 
signed Steve Stone from Nottingham Forest for 
£5.5m last season and have now targeted Wolves’ 19- 
year-old Irish forward Robbie Keane. 

Gregory and Villa chairman Doug Ellis were at 
Molineux for the pre-sea- 
son game against 
Liverpool ready to make a 
£5.5m bid for the teenager 
but Wolves’ managing 
director John Richards has 
warned there's no cut-price. 
deal in the offing. 

He said, “We have not 
yet received an offer that 
is even close to our valua- 
tion on the player. He is 
still very young and I see 
his value increasing rather 
than decreasing.” 


purs could face a 

£650,000 lawsuit from Najuan Garayeb — the 
Israeli full back they discarded and who has since. 
joined Aston Villa. 

Advisers for Garayeb have threatened to sve the 
north London club over what they claim is a breach 
of contract and are prepared to take their action to 
FIFA and the courts if necessary. 

The crux of the dispute is the legitimacy of the 
contract the Israeli's lawyer, Joel Goldberg, has in his: 
possession. Goldberg claims it is a binding agree- 
ment ratifiable by FIFA, 

A copy of the letter he sent to Tottenham demand- 
ed £650,000 compensation by August 1 for ‘heavy 
losses and damages to (Garayeb's) image, reputation, 
pain and suffering and for the shame’. 

Goldberg's argument is that Spurs had no legal 
right to pull out of the £1.5m deal agreed with Israel 
club Hapoel Haifa in May because they weren't 
happy with the findings in Garayeb's medical exami- 
nation. 

He claims that the player's ever-present record for 
his club over the past two seasons is proof enough of 
his fitness and that Tottenham's concerns over 
Garayeb's X-rays were invented as an excuse because 


ra 


Barmby Saved Everton in their trial game 
against Chester scoring the winner. 


the club had second thoughts over the deal. 

Goldberg alleges that Garayeb originally chose 
Tottenham ahead of Villa and Anderlecht and lost his 
bargaining power as a result of the aborted deal with 
the White Hart Lane club. 

Tottenham, on the other hand, refute Goldberg's 
claims. They say the contract signed and handed over 
in May was no more than written confirmation of 
Garayeb's salary terms in the event of the player 
possing his medical. 

They also maintain that the announcement of 
Garayeb’s signing in May was premature. Spurs 
amended the tecms of Garayeb’s proposed four-year 
deal after the player's X-rays revealed an undeclared 
Potential injury worry. 

The club wanted to review the 25-year-old’s health 
after each Season. 


Ne Ratchiffe’s bom- 
gain Chester made 
Everton look far from a 
million dollars as they 
pushed the Premier 
League side all the way. 

Ratcliffe's breadline 
club have been saved from 
extinction by American 
investor Terry Smith's 
pounds 500,000 buyout — 
and but for Nick Barmby 
they Would have celebrat- 
ed a famous win, 

Barmby is still worth 
more money than Chester could ever dream of but it 
took him and his expensive team mates until the last 
10 minutes to stamp their superiority on their Third 
Division rivals. 

Ratcliffe's team were full of confidence and good 
ideas, buoyant after the news they would have a 
future courtesy of the American benefactor. 

Swiker Luke Beckett put Chester's sell-out crowd 
into a state of frenzy with the opening goal from a 
penalty after he had been fouled by Steve Simonsen. 

Walter Smith squirmed uneasily as he watched his 
team struggle to make an impact until Dave 
Unsworth headed home a corner with 12 minutes 
left. 

Barmby — a recent target for Celtic — curled 
home a sweet 25-yard shot to give Everton an unde- 
served lead soon after. 

Young sub Darren Wright stabbed home an 
equaliser that was celebrated with a double somer- 
sault that will delight his new owner. 

However Barmby tried his luck from 30 yards and 
got lucky as keeper Neil Cutler dived over the shot 
and handed Everton a face-saving victory. 


NEW BOYS FAIL TO SHINE 


an impressive victory at Molineux owed as 
much to the familiar twinkle of some estab- 
lished stars. 

New boys Sander 
Westerveld, Sami Hyypia 
and Titi Camara — in that | 
order — offered a sliding 
scale of impressive debuts, 
but it was Robbie Fowler 
who stole the show. 

In the Anfield firma- 
ment, Fowler, with his 
instinct for goals, will 
always be Orion the 
Hunter, and it was a typi- 
cally clinical finish that 
killed off Wolves, 


[ was billed as a new dawn for Liverpool, but 


Fowler was Liverpool's best. 


Liverpool boss Gerard Houllier, pleased with the 


night's work from his side, insisted afterwards that 
Fowler is back to his deadly best, and his goal after 
- 26 minutes indicated as 

much. 

Patrik Berger escaped 
down the right, and a clever 
little ball offered Fowler 
the merest of glimpses just 

inside the penalty area, 
With barely a backlift, 
the ball was dispatched 
with venomous power into 
the left-hand corner to 
Jeave Houllier quietly con- 
tent, 
"Robbie was very sharp, 
very lively, and the best 


thing was that he worked hard outside the box, but 
was there to finish it off," he said. 

"It-was a tremendous goal, and he has worked so 
hard, He's back all right, and if he keeps that sharp- 
ness and attitude, ll be delighted." 

Houllier has every right to be. He has made some 
tough decisions over the summer, and in bringing in 
so many foreign players, not all of them have been 
popular. 

Yet this was as impressive a performance as you 
could take from an early pre-season contest. 

In the end, a goal from Karlheinz Riedle settled 
matters with a stunning header from fellow substitute 
David Thompson's accurate cross. 

That came 10 minutes from time, and Killed off a 
spirited Wolves revival, led by their own bright star 
Robbie Keane. 


Soccer Weekly 


IN BRIEF 


‘underland, newly promoted to the Premier League, said 
plans to increase the capacity of its stadium from 
6,000 to’ 48,000. 

“When the design and budgeted costs are finalized we 
‘will proceed once we are satisfied that there is a sustainable 
demand," chairman Bryan Sanderson said ina stajement, 

The project should cost some six snillion pounds and 
Planning approval has-been given by the local council in the 
north-castem English city. 

Despite playing inthe fst division, Sunderland attracted 
the third highest average ationdances in English soccer last 
Season, topped only by Premier League giants Manchester 
United and Liverpoo!, 

Sunderland reported pre-tax profit of 1.47 million pounds 
‘inthe year to May 31, up from 564,000 the previous year. 


#tsmouth striker John Durnin will miss the opening 
‘weeks of tht English first division season after dislocat- 
ing his elbow ina freak golf cart accident. 

Durnin, 33, is likely to be out untit September following 
Sargery on the injury, He was hurt after overtuming the cart 
during a round at Woodbury Park, near Exeter. 

‘The ex:Liverpool and Oxford midfielder, who was play- 
ing golf with Irish intermational Alan McLoughlin, rolled 
the cart in a hollow as he hinted for a ball off the fairway. 

Portsmouth manager Alan Bull said: “It was just one of 
‘those crazy things. The two of them had only gone out to 
Knock a few balls about late in the evening, 

"The problem was that it was @ strange golf course to him 
and he didn't know the lie of the land, He was talking to 
Alan at the time as they searched for a ball off the fairway 
‘and hit the hollow. 

“It was just a freak accident but the buggy tamed right 
over and John was in a fair amount of pain, He has had the 
elbow reset and his arm is not in plaster but he will be out 
for six weeks.” 


iverpool manager Gerard Houllier has finally completed 
‘his move for Dietmar Hamann from Neweastle in 
‘a.deal said to be worth in the region of £8 million. 
And the move is likely to hasten the exit of England 
international Paul Ince fram Liverpoot to Middlesbrough, 
Hamann who was also being headhunted by German club 
Borassia Dortmund was originally in favour of a move to 
‘Arsenal. But when the London club broke off negotiations 
‘Houllier swooped for the German international midfielder, 


ae ‘Norwegian defender Frode Kippe has joined 
striker’ Michael Owen on the sidelines after he broke bis 
cheekbone in training, 

The Norwegian suf- 


fered the injury in an | 


accidental clash of heads ¥ 
and he is expected to he 
outfora month, 

England international 
‘Owen is still recovering 


inany af Liveoul’s bro: 
season friendlies. 


He is not expected to. 
be fit for the start of 
Liverpool's Premiership | 
campaign on August 7, 
although manager Gerard 
Houllier believes he will 
be back in action sore time in August. 


Owen has been joined by 
Kippe on the injured list, 


fsenal captain Tony Adams will miss the first six 

sweeks of the English premier league season and 
England's next two internationals after having, Surgery on a 
double hernia. 

‘They said the 32-year-old defender was unlikely to be fit 
for England's European championship qualifiers against 
Luxembourg and Poland on Sept. 4 and’8. 

The premier league season starts on August 7. 

‘Adams had the operation lage last week and will not be 
able {o return to-full training unGil fate August. 
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RANGERS SALUTE 
CLUBS MOST LOYAL 
SERVANT 


fans saluted one of the club’s most loyal servants. 
crowd of 38,200 turned out to see Dick 
‘Advocaat’s side play their final friendly before for 
the European Cup kick-off in Finland this week by 
beating English Premiership newcomers Sunderland 
31, 

But although they came to pay homage to one 
Ferguson, the fans went home marvelling at 
the skills of his midfield namesake, Barry. 

‘The youngster marked his first Tbrox 
appearance since mid-March with his 
first goal in ten months and a timely 
performance, given the competition for 
midfield places this season with the 
artival of American international 
skipper Claudio Reyna. 

Giovanni van Bronckhorst was also on 
target, with Sunderland's new signing from 
Arsenal, Steve Bould, netting an own goal. Kevin 
Phillips pulled one back in 75 minutes for Peter Reid's 
visitors. 

For 32-year-old Ian, it was an emotional moment 
some 11 years after leaving St Mirren to join the club he 
supported, He was given a tremendous reception before 
kick-off after entering the field in a guard of honour 
from both teams. 

‘And the ovation increased by a few 
decibels after the final whistle when the 
boy raised yards from Celtic Park was 
greeted by the fans. 

‘There were other returns for Ally 
McCoist — roundly booed when Chris 
‘Woods saved one of his half-time spot- 
kicks — and former captain Richard 
Gough. 

Former manager Walter Smith and his 
assistant, Archie Knox, were also among the VIP 
‘guests. The only blot on the evening for some fans was 
the discovery that car park charges at Ibrox have 
increased from £2 to £7. It was a price hike too far for 
some, with stewards facing a volley of complaints. 

Finnish champions FC Haka, meanwhile, were 
securing their tie against Rangers by beating Faroese 
side HB Torshavn 6-0 in Valkeakoski. 

Manager Keith Armstrong said, “The boys did 

everything I asked of them and it was a great result. We 
are looking forward to playing Rangers here later this 


E Ferguson banked around £400,000 -as Rangers 


HENRY AT 
ARSENAL? 


rsenal manager Arsene Wenger is poised 

y to strengthen his squad by making a £10 

million swoop for French World Cup star 
‘Thierry Henry. 

Wenger, in France with his first-team squad at 
their pre-season training camp, has been a longtime 
admirer of the Juventus forward. 
_ The Italian club 

have not insisted that 
Henry's sale must be 
linked to the purchase 
of Nicolas Anelka, 
clearing the way for 
Arsenal to increase the 
number of Frenchmen 
at the club — they 
already have Henry's 
World Cup teammates 


Reap 


‘week and will keep the game at our own ground which 
has a 3400 capacity. 

"There was a bit of pressure on us after the 1-1 draw 
jn the Farves, as we were heavily fancied to win, but it 
was a fine performance.’ 

‘Advocaat sent his assistant, Bert van Lingen, to watch 
Haka, having himself seen them recently. 


‘cotland’s top referees are on a collision 
course with the Premier League after 
demanding parity with their £780-2- 
game colleagues in the English 

Premiership. 

‘With the season due to kick off this 

week, the refs held an emergency 

meeting in a Glasgow hotel to discuss 

their grievance. 

Their request for an increased fee has 

been rejected out of hand by the SPL, who point 

out that the referees were paid £130 by the SFA before 
the formation of the new elite top division. 

But George Cumming, Director of Development for 
the SFA, expressed anger at the SPL's attitude while 
stressing the referees have opted against launching strike 
action because of their unwillingness to disrupt the 
fixture list. 

“We asked for an increase in our match 
fee of £250, but this has been refused and 
the SPL have not given a reason for this”, 
said Cumming. 

“The referees feel yery strongly about 
this decision by the SPL's football board, 
We are not talking about money here, it is 
more a question of status. 

“The referees feel this is an unfortunate 
decision given their professional approach 
to the job, But I must say there is no talk of us 
taking direct action because that's not in our nature, 
and we tealise.we have a responsibility to the game. We 
just want respect and the status we deserve.” 

‘An SPL insider said: “We appreciate the job referees 
‘do — without them we would have no football. We will 
respond to anything they have to say in an appropriate 
manner,” 

‘The League have increased their fee for First Division 
matches to £160 and will stick with the £130 payment 
for Divisions Two and Three. 


Emmanuel Petit and 


Patrick Vieira. Sa cad 
Henry is seen as 
Arsene Wenger 
the perfect ue 
complement to 
Dennis Bergkamp up front although Wenger insists a 
further striker will still be needed. 


Last season, 21-year-old Henry declared his desire 
to play for Arsenal but the Londoners’ overtures were 
rejected and Juventus stepped in. Now, however, 
Wenger seems ready to meet Henry's wage demands. 

Wenger's move has been sparked by his 
frustration at the long-running saga involving 
Anelka's proposed transfer to Lazio and the fact that 
he is running out of time to sign the two strikers he 
maintains he needs before the start of the 
Premiership season. 


Nicolas Anelka 


olas Anelka’s stubborn desire to leave 

Arsenal now threatens to deal a fatal blow to 

a football transfer system which is still 
reeling from the effects of the Bosman ruling. 

Jean-Louis Dupont, the Belgian lawyer who led 
Bosman through his ordeal and cost football clubs 
millions in Jost transfer fees, now believes the French 
striker will be able to set a legal precedent by 
successfully serving notice on Arsenal and then quitting 
the club immediately, offering a financial settlement, 

Dupont was reported as saying: “The British courts 
will rescind the contract and establish an appropriate fee 
to be paid to Arsenal.” 

Hiss provisional estimate of the compensation which 
‘Anclka might have to pay is reported to be £900,000. 

The news comes on the same day as it emerged that 
Roy Keane's imminent freedom of contract, won by that 
Bosman decision, means that Inter Milan want him to 
stall Manchester United until January and then accept an. 
astronomical offer of more than £4m-a-season to play 
for Marcello Lippi's side, 

‘That is a staggering £80,000-a-week, double what 
Keane is asking to stay at United, who are refusing to 
increase their latest offer of £28,000 per week. 

But the disruption to the European champions of 
Josing their captain would pale compared to the anarchy 
which the Anelka saga will bring if he wins his case. 

Itis understood that Dupont hopes to initiate Anelka's 
suit in the English courts within a week and start what 
the Belgian believes could be a remarkably brief case. 

Dupont's optimism is shared by Robert Swanney, 
legal adviser to the Scottish players’ union. He said: 
“Since the Bosman ruling everyone accepts that there is 
now freedom of moyement at the end of\contracts but 
the argument is just as strong within a conttact.” 

If Dupont wins the case, the Football \Association 
may still support Arsenal by refusing to release Anclka's 
registration, sending the matter to FIFA. 


| BOSMAN 
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If the world’s governing body backed their member 
association and member club, Dupont would take the 
case to the European Court, where he won Bosman's 
historic battle, 

The fact that Anelka is set on joining Lazio, not 
Juventus, was underlined by the news leaking out of 
‘Turin that even a phone call from Juve’s World 
Footballer of the Year Zinedine Zidane failed to move 
his France team-mate, v 

Arsenal has bid £9m for Juventus’ French striker 
Thierry Henry, though any deal will have to take place 
without Anelka as part of any bargain. 

If Lazio's £18m bid for Anelka is foiled, he and 
Dupont are willing to set in train a legal procedure to 
give footballers the same rights as any other worker. 

If they succeed, it would virtually end the transfer 
system as we know it by allowing any player to give 
notice to his employer and move anywhere he chose — 
even if that was from Manchester United to Arsenal, 
Inter to AC Milan or Barcelona to Real Madrid — in 
mid-season, 

The possibility of losing Keane to Serie A will be 
almost as devastating to United but it is clear that Inter, 
Juventus and AC Milan are all queueing up for the 
influential Republic of Ireland midfielder. 

It leaves Keane closer to leaving Old Trafford, 
something United have acknowledged in serving him 
with an ultimatum, They want him to make up his mind 
on their existing offer by the end of the month. 

If he continues to reject them, United feel they will 
have no alternative but to put the fans’ favourite up for 
sale, But the Italian trio, knowing Keane could leave for 
free in less than 12 months, would come nowhere close 
to meeting United's £20m valuation, with Inter not 
prepared to go above £8m. 

Keane and his adviser, Michael Kennedy, also know 
that the prospective Inter offer of £4m-a-season over 
four years is dependent on the Irishman joining without 
afee. 


SHOW ME THE 
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will received massive bonuses of up to 
£500,000 each if they repeat last season's 
‘SUCCESS, 

The Old Trafford club, while operating a rigid cash 
ceiling of around £28,000 a week regarding wages, are 
prepared to push the boat out when it comes to 
acquiring silverware. 

Tecan be revealed that David Beckham, 
Ryan Giggs, Dwight Yorke and 
company will have:the chance to land. 
considerable extra riches following an 
agreement with the United paymasters. 

This season the senior players will 
bank £200,000 if they retain the 
Champions League, £150,000 for 
successfully defending the Premiership and 
£150,000 if they land the inaugural World Club 
Championship to be staged in Brazil in January. 


Tis stars at Manchester United 


United insist on placing the emphasis on rewarding 
success rather than offering the biggest wages in the 
Premiership. The latest cash bonanza being put up for 
grabs represents a huge financial commitment by the 
club. 

Although they refuse to alter their wages scales, 
United believe that their players are more than 
compensated, if they deliver the goods, by 
the staggering bonuses being dangled in 
front of them. 

If United prove to once again be an 
all-conquering machine then a top 
player would, taking wages and 
| bonuses into account, earn around 

£1.75m for a season's work. 
‘The bonuses have been written into the 
stars’ contracts in time for the start of the new 
season, allowing them the chance of cashing in to the 

envy of the test of the Premiership. 
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Saturday, 7 August 
Arsenal v Leicester 
Chelsea v Sunderland 
Coventry v Southampton 
Everton v Man Utd 
Leeds v Derby 
M’brough v Bradford 
Newcastle v Aston Villa 
SheffWed v Liverpool 
Watiord v Wimbledon 
WestHam v Tottenham 
Tuesday, 10 August 
Bradford v Chelsea 
Sunderland v Watford 
Tottenham v Newcastle 
Wimbledon v M'brough 


Wednesday, 11 August 
Aston Villa v Everton 
Derby v Arsenal 
Leicester v Coventry 
Liverpool _v West Ham 
Man Utd v Sheff Wed 
Southampton v Leeds 


Saturday, 14 August 
Aston Villa v West Ham 


Bradford v Sheff Wed 
Derby v M'brough 
Leicester v Chelsea 
Liverpool _v Watford 
Man Utd v Leeds 

Southampton v Newcastle 
Sunderland v Arsenal 
Tottenham v Everton 


Wimbledon v Coventry 
Saturday, 21 August 


Arsenal v Man Utd 
Chelsea v Aston Villa 
Coventry v Derby 
Everton v Southampton 
Leeds v Sunderland 
M’brough v_ Liverpool 
Newcastle v Wimbledon 
Sheff Wed v Tottenham 
Watford v Bradford 
West Ham v Leicester 


Tuestlay, 24 August 

Arsenal v Bradford 
Leeds v Liverpool 

M’brough v Leicester 
Watford v Aston Villa 


Wednesday, 25 August 
Chelsea v Tottenham 
Coventry v Man Utd 
Everton v Wimbledon 

Newcastle v Sunderland 

Sheff Wed v Derby 

West Ham v Southampton 


Saturday, 28 August 
Aston Villa v M’brough 
Bradford v West Ham 


Derby v Everton 
Leicester v Watford 
Liverpool v Arsenal 
Man Utd v Newcastle 

Southampton v Sheff Wed 
Sunderland v Coventry 


° FIXTURES > 


Tottenham v Leeds 
Wimbledon v Chelsea 


Saturday, 11 September 
Arsenal v Aston Villa 


Bradford v Tottenham 
Chelsea v Newcastle 
Coventry v Leeds 
Liverpool _v Man Utd 
M’brough v Southampton 
Sheff Wed v Everton 
Sunderland v Leicester 
WestHam v Watford 
Wimbledon v Derby 


Saturday, 18 September 
Aston Villa v Bradford 
Derby v Sunderland 


Everton v West Ham 
Leeds v M'brough 
Leicester v Liverpool 
Man Utd v Wimbledon 
Newcastle v Sheff Wed 
Southampton v Arsenal 
Tottenham v Coventry 


Watford v Chelsea 


Saturday, 25 September 
Arsenal v Watford 


Sunderland v Aston Villa 
Wimbledon v Bradford 


Saturday, 23 October 


Coventry v West Ham 
Derby v Bradford 
Leeds v Newcastle 

Leicester v Aston Villa 

Liverpool v Everton 

Man Utd v Southampton 

M'brough v Chelsea 

Sunderland v Sheff Wed 
Wimbledon v Tottenham 
Saturday, 2 October 
Aston Villa v Liverpool 

Bradford v Sunderland 

Chelsea v Man Utd 

Everton v Coventry 

Newcastle v M’brough 

Sheff Wed v Wimbledon 

Southampton v Derby 
Tottenham v Leicester 
Watford v Leeds 
West Ham v Arsenal 
Saturday, 16 October 

Arsenal v Everton 

Coventry v Newcastle 
Derby v Tottenham 
Leeds v Sheff Wed 

Leicester v Southampton 

Liverpool _v Chelsea 

Man Utd v Watford 

M’brough v WestHam 

v 
v 


Aston Villa v_ Wimbledon 
Bradford v Leicester 
Chelsea _v Arsenal 
Everton v Leeds 

Newcastle v Derby 

SheffWed v Coventry 

Southampton v Liverpool 

Tottenham v Man Utd 
Watford v M’brough 

West Ham v Sunderland 


Saturday, 30 October. 

" Arsenal v Newcastle 

Coventry v Watford 
Derby v Chelsea 


Leeds v WestHam 
Leicester v Sheff Wed 
Liverpool v Bradford 
Man Utd v Aston Villa 
Mbrough v Everton 

Sunderland v Tottenham 
Wimbledon v Southampton 
Saturday, 6 November 
Aston Villa v Southampton 
Bradford v Coventry 
Chelsea v West Ham 
Liverpool v Derby 
Man Utd v Leicester 
M'brough v Sunderland 
Newcastle v Everton 
Sheff Wed v Watford 
Tottenham v Arsenal 


Wimbledon v Leeds 


Saturday, 20 November 
Arsenal v M’brough 


Coventry v Aston Villa 
Derby v Man Utd 
Everton v Chelsea 
Leeds v Bradford 
Leicester v Wimbledon 
Southampton v Tottenham 
Sunderland v Liverpool 
Watford v Newcastle 


WestHam v Sheff Wed 
Saturday, 27 November 


Arsenal v Derby 
Chelsea v Bradford 
Coventry v Leicester 
Everton v Aston Villa 
Leeds v Southampton 
M’brough v Wimbledon 
Newcastle v Tottenham 
SheffWed v Man Utd 
Watford v Sunderland 


WestHam v Liverpool 


Saturday, 4 December 
Aston Villa v Newcastle 


Bradford v M’brough 
Derby v Leeds 
Leicester v Arsenal 
Liverpool _v Sheff Wed 
Man Utd v Everton 
Southampton v Coventry 
Sunderland v Chelsea 
Tottenham v WestHam 
Wimbledon v Watford 
Saturday, 18 December 
Arsenal _v Wimbledon 
Aston Villa v Sheff Wed 
Bradford v Newcastle 
Chelsea v Leeds 
Leicester v Derby 
Liverpool v Coventry 
M’brough v Tottenham 
Sunderland v Southampton 
Watford v Everton 
West Ham v Man Utd 
Sunday, 26 December 
Coventry v Arsenal 
Derby v Aston Villa 
Everton v Sunderland 
Leeds v Leicester 
Man Utd v Bradford 
Newcastle v Liverpool 
Sheff Wed v M’brough 
Southampton v Chelsea 
Tottenham v Watford 
Wimbledon v West Ham: 


Tuesday, 28 December 
Arsenal v Leeds 
Aston Villa v Tottenham 


Bradford v Everton 
Chelsea v Sheff Wed 
Leicester v Newcastle 
Liverpool v Wimbledon 
M'brough v Coventry 
Sunderland v Man Utd 
Watford v Southampton 
West Ham v Derby 
Monday, 3 January 
Coventry v Chelsea 
Derby v Watford 
Everton v Leicester 
Leeds v Aston Villa 
Man Utd v M’brough 
Newcastle v West Ham 
SheffWed v Arsenal 
Southampton v Bradford 
Tottenham v Liverpool 


Wimbledon v Sunderland 


Saturday, 15 January 
Arsenal v Sunderland 


Chelsea v Leicester 
Coventry v Wimbledon 

Everton v Tottenham 

Leeds v Man Utd 
M’brough v Derby 
Newcastle v Southampton 
Sheff Wed v Bradford 
Watford v Liverpool 


West Ham v Aston Villa 


Saturday, 22 January 
Aston Villa v Chelsea 
Bradford v Watford 
Derby v Coventry 
Leicester v West Ham 
Liverpool _v M'brough 
Man Utd v Arsenal 
Southampton v Everton 
Sunderland v Leeds 
Tottenham v Sheff Wed 
Wimbledon v Newcastle 


Saturday, 5 February 
Aston Villa v Watford 
Bradford v Arsenal 
Derby v Sheff Wed 
Leicester v M'brough 
Liverpool v Leeds 
Man Utd v Coventry 
Southampton v West Ham 
Sunderland v Newcastle 
Tottenham v Chelsea 
Wimbledon v Everton 


Saturday, 12 February 
Arsenal v Liverpool 
Chelsea v Wimbledon 
Coventry v Sunderland 
Everton v Derby 

Leeds v Tottenham 
M’brough v Aston Villa 

Newcastle v Man Utd 

‘SheffWed v Southampton 
Watford v Leicester 

WestHam v Bradford 


Saturday, 26 February 
Arsenal v Southampton 
Bradford v Aston Villa 
Chelsea v Watford 
Coventry v Tottenham 
Liverpool v Leicester 
M'brough v Leeds 
ShetfWed v Newcastle 
Sunderland v Derby 
West Ham v Everton 
Wimbledon v Man Utd 
Saturday, 4 March 
Aston Villa y Arsenal 


Derby 
Everton 


v Wimbledon 
v Sheff Wed 
Leeds v Coventry 
Leicester v Sunderland 
Man Utd v Liverpool 
Newcastle v Chelsea 
Southampton v M’brough 
Tottenham v Bradford 
Watford v West Ham 


Saturday, 11 March 
Aston Villa v Coventry 
Bradford v Leeds 
Chelsea _v Everton 


Liverpool v Sunderland 
Man Utd v Derby 
M'brough v Arsenal 
Newcastle v Watford 
Sheff Wed v WestHam 
Tottenham v Southampton 
Wimbledon v Leicester 
Saturday, 18 March 
Arsenal v Tottenham 
Coventry v Bradford 
Derby v Liverpool 
Everton v Newcastle 
Leeds v Wimbledon 
Leicester v Man Utd 
Southampton v Aston Villa 
Sunderland v M’brough 
Watford v Sheff Wed 
West Ham v Chelsea 
Saturday, 25 March 
Arsenal v Coventry 
Aston Villa v Derby 
Bradford v Man Utd 
Chelsea v Southampton 
Leicester v Leeds 
Liverpool _v Newcastle 
Mbrough v Sheff Wed 
Sunderland v Everton 
Watford v Tottenham 
WestHam v Wimbledon 
Saturday, 1 April 
Coventry v Liverpool 


v 
v Leicester 
v Watford 
v Chelsea 
v West Ham 
Newcastle v Bradford 
Sheff Wed v Aston Villa 
Southampton v Sunderland 
Tottenham v M'brough 
Wimbledon v Arsenal 


Saturday, 8 April 
Arsenal v Sheff Wed 
Aston Villa v Leeds 
Bradford v Southampton 
Chelsea v Coventry 


Leicester v Everton 
Liverpool _v Tottenham 
M’brough v Man Utd 
Sunderland v Wimbledon 
Watford v Derby 
West Ham v Newcastle 


Saturday, 15 April 
Coventry v M’brough 
Derby v WestHam 
Everton v Bradford 
Leeds v Arsenal 
Man Utd w Sunderland 
Newcastle v Leicester 
Sheff Wed v Chelsea 
Southampton v Watford 
Tottenham v Aston Villa 
Wimbledon v Liverpool 


Saturday, 22 April 
Aston Villa v Leicester 
Bradford v Derby 


vi 
Chelsea v M'brough 
Everton v Liverpool 
Newcastle v Leeds 
Sheff Wed v Sunderland 
Southampton v Man Utd 
Tottenham vy Wimbledon 
Watford v Arsenal 
West Ham v Coventry 
Monday, 24 April 
Arsenal v West Ham 
Coventry v Everton 
Derby v Southampton 
Leeds v Watford 
Leicester v Tottenham 
Liverpool v Aston Villa 
Man Utd v Chelsea 
M'brough v Newcastle 
Sunderland v Bradford 
v 


Wimbledon v Sheff Wed 
Saturday, 29 April 


Aston Villa v Sunderland 
Bradford v Wimbledon 
Chelsea v Liverpool 
Everton v Arsenal 

Newcastle v Coventry 

Sheff Wed v Leeds 

Southampton v Leicester 

Tottenham v Derby 
Watford v Man Utd 

West Ham v M'brough 
Saturday, 6 May 
Arsenal v Chelsea 
Coventry v Sheff Wed 

Derby v Newcastle 
Leeds v Everton 
Leicester v Bradford 

Liverpool v Southampton 
Man Utd v Tottenham 
M’brough v Watford 

Sunderland v West Ham 

Wimbledon v Aston Villa 


Sunday, 14 May 
Aston Villa v Man Utd 
Bradford v Liverpool 
Chelsea v Derby 
Everton v M'brough 
Newcastle v Arsenal 
Sheff Wed v Leicester 
Southampton. v Wimbledon 
Tottenham v Sunderland 
Watford v Coventry 
West Ham v Leeds 
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